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PREFACE. 

I'HE novclly of » Jewish assemfaly deliberating 
on the national interests of a people which hw m 
long ceased to be numbered among nationi, in- 
duces us to oft'iT an account of its proceedings to 
the English public. The French-Jewish editor, M« 
' Dtogene Tama, in an advertisement prefixed to hii 
collection, expatiates with wonderful complacency 
on thfl immense utility of his publication. Without 
,bciog quite so sanguine in our expectationB, we 
cannot help expressing our conviction that it will 
prove highly gratifving to that curiosity which hai 
been excited by the iirst mention of the meeting of 
such an assembly. 

Theultimale views whichBonaparte may hare on 
the Jewish nation are, lo (his day, involved in oll> 
scurity; while Uie supposed advantages he sopom- 
pously conferred on tbem may reasonablybe call- 
ed in question. This will warrant our attempting 
to elucidate them, aa far as ^his dark puipoaea can 

admit of investigation, 

a3 



The conduct of the fomier gOTenunentof France 
toward sits Jewish subjects happil j united tolenmce 
' and even encouragement with circumspection: 
indeed theirstate was, in many instances, preferable 
to that of the Protestants; they were secured in 
the enjoyment of their property; their religious ce- 
remonies were acknowkdged by law, (which, till 
the reign of Louis XV]. was not the case in respect 
to the Protestants,) and those who proved really 
nseful citizens received letters of naturalization. 

Some local badges of their former slavery ^till 
existed in several of the provinees ; but, as early as 
the year 1785, government had in contemplation 
to remove them ; and it is rather singular that this 
Teiy M. Furtado, who appears so conspiouously as 
President of the present assembly, should haveheen 
.called to Paris, with several other Jews, by M. de 
Malesherbes, Minister 6t Louis XVI. to give the 
necessary informi^tion on the subject. 

It is more than probable that Bonaparte, in this 
instance, as indeed in most others, has taken up 
^e plan of the ancient French govtfnment, giving 
|t, at the same time, thattheatricalformwbicbis so 



paculiaf to hk coooeptioiu, and hmjyaily fixing the 
meeting of the auembly at a time when it ww thm 
lem necewaty . For the decree of the National Aa» 
■embly, which had aesimilated the Jews totberait 
«fthenation,and which was then in fiiU ibrceiiq»* 
pareutly lefl nothing to be done for men who wen 
coDHdered as French citizens to all iotenti and 
^rposes.. The uwiious practices of thelsraelitM 
of some d^rartmenti of France were ouly a jrfan* 
sible pietcxt, for it is well known, that the Jews 
were not the only people in France who followed 
that neforiooB traffic t the total want of laws to reo 
press it, the universe laxity of morals, and the nur 
certainty of every kind of speculation, had mada 
it almost general among monied mm, and firs per 
cent, per month, has been not nnireqnently exact* 
«d by Christians lenders, even with the teeuri^ of 
landed property. 

A motive more likely to have influenoed the r»* 
pacious Franch government on this occasion is dw 
(2oticMrof thir^ milUons of lirres which had beea 
l«qiiired from the Jews as die price of the honour 
conferred upon them ; and it probably was with it 



view to frights them into a oompliance with ^bis 
danand, that ■e\'eral French writers have been a£* 
iolB«ii seemingly ta differ ia opinion from their g»< 
vernment, and even to propose the annulling of the 
act which granted to the Jews all the privil^;es<tf 
f xench citizens, such as they are. 

Yet, making every allowance for the stage tricka 
which the crafty agents of a despot usually employ 
to cover the rapacity of their master, and for that 
iimate instinct of despotism which impels the 
French ruler to extend his sway even over 
conscience, there ai^, in the Questions proposed 
to the assembly, and in the measures adopted, se- 
veral features which it is difficult to reconcile with 
the avowed object in view, and which seem to 
convey more than is intended to meet tlie eye. 
" ' "Hie questions, indeed, aro mostly of a nugator^i' 
nature, and such as might have been easily answer- 
ad without any recourse to a Jewish assembly : 
others ate evid«itly captious; and it is not without 
a motive, although not a veryobvious one, that suck 
m irtre« has been laid on the obligation of defending 




die conntry, and on the organizatiou of the Rab- 
binical body. 

- Wbenwe consider that the Jewish population of 
France and of Italy is not calculated, by the de- 
puties themselves, at more than one hundred thou- 
sand souls, (asmall numberindeed when compared 
ividi the population of those countries) we are at a 
Umb to see what great advantages could ioimediate- 
ly result to Bonaparte from the Jews embracing 
zealously the profession of arms. We well know 
that his gigantic plans of ambition rest on the laws 
of the conscription; but the Jews are already liable 
to them; they can hardly escape their excessive 
rigour ; and even the whole of the Jewish youth, of 
the requisite age, wonld,inpointof number, make 
bnt a contemptible reinforcement to the immense 
armies of France. 

These exhortations to embrace the profession of 
arms, so* zealonsly repeated by the leading mem- 
bers of the French Jews, are, besides, always cou- 
pled with ttrong recommendations to follow me- 
dnnical trades and husbandry; in short, those pro- 
fessions without which a nation cannot exist by 



Uielft but which are not more pafticulaily useAd 
than any others to asmallgivennamberofpeoide, 
who consider at their country an emjHre in which 
these profeasions abound. 

M'e find these same recommendations strongly 
inforced in the aiuwer of M. Furtado to the com- 
mercial Jews of Fr^mkfort, who hardly can have a 
choice of employment. " We hare," sayshct " too 
" many merchants and bankers among us, and too' 
" few artificersandhosbandmen, and, above all, too 
*' few soldiers:" but if their counttymen thorough- 
ly fill these branches of employment, what necessi- 
1y is there for having husbandmen, artificers and 
coldiers of their own ? 

The Jewish dsputies say that Bonaparte concei- 
ved die idea of their regeneraiiort, or their political 
redemption,m the land of Egypt, and on the baukt 
of the Jordan. This we doubt ndt; and though we 
are almost ashamed to hazard theextravagant sup- 
position, we feel a conviction that his gigantic mind 
e:'itertains the idea of re-establishing them in Pa- 
- leiiiine, and that this forms a part of his plan 



K«t>ectii^ EgTpt, which he is well known nevw 
to bav« abandoned. 

No one will contend that this idea is too wild 
for his conception ; il ii>, on the contrary, periiectlj 
consonant with his love for extraordin»ry,dax2Bttg 
enterprises; he acts in this even with more than 
his usual foresight, hy attempting to preparv 
tiie Jews for the new situation he intends for th«u. 
It is with this view that he encourages them to 
follow those professions which are necebsaiy for 
men forming a distinct nation in a land of their 
own; for certainlj, a body wholly composed of 
ncrchauts and traders could never exist as such. 
He attempted, in a like manner, to introduce th« 
artsof civilization amongtfaeCoptsand the Arabs 
6i Egyptt and with the same views. Jdque apud 
imperitov humanitat vocabatur, cta» part tervittUia 
§tnt. Tacit, 

These measures, we know, axe represented aa 
the means of uniting the Jews more thoroughly, 
with their follow-citizens, and of checking their 
nqiposed propensity to usury. 

Wehave already said that tlw (^i^achof Ufiuiy 
^ b 



was only the pretCDce made use of to call them 
together; remedies for. an eril so general now 
among the French, and of such a magnitude, 
aiee not to be found in exhortations to a few in* 
dividuals, who, in thfir rapacious pursuits, are re- 
gardless even of the precepts of their sacred law. 
The other alledged motive is equally fallacious. 
For why recommend the same measui^es to Jews of 
foreign countries? It is well known, besides, that 
men are more closely united in a state o society 
by their mutual wants than by the similitude of 
their occupations; and, in short, the Regulations 
forced upon the Israelites prove that the intention 
of Bonaparte was to separate them more than ever 
from the rest of Frenchmen. 

This will be evident on a mere perusal of them. 
It will be seen that the Israelites have separate 
elective assemblies, separate contributions, and a 
separate police, exercised by their own Kabbies, 
who are to inforce military sen-ice among them, 
^keep an exact apcount of their numbers, and even 
interfere in their private concerns. In this, they 
are indeed nnder the hand of government, but 



they wre totally seeluded from the mass of the 
pet^le. Their actual ttreogth, their several oc- 
capations, nil! be known accurately ; they may- 
be ready at a moment's warning. 
/^ These Regulations have another remarkable fea- 
ture, common to all the recent politico-religious 
conceptions of the French government. The 
Babbies are by them set as spies over the Jews, 
like the ministers of the Roman Catholic religion 
over the rest of Frenchmen. Nor does this part 
of the plan stop here ; by means of the close union 
existing between the several Jewish communities 
scattered over Europe, the French ruler hopes to 
extefid the system far and wide. Already deputies 
of all the Synagogues have been invited to Paris, 
to asnst at theGioEAT Sanhedrim. An oniform- 
i^ of doctrine will connect them more closely 
with those among th% French Jews who are de- 
voted to Bonaparte. What other advantages had 
be in view in framing the too iamous Conevrdat 
with the Pope of Rome? 

This part of the plan ia far from being inrom- 

patUile with the further views we hare alluded to ; 

b3 



ft will «vMi prepare and iiuare, in Htme measait» 

tfaar snccen ; and, should they be fhutrated after 

all, will secure advantages sufficient to lessen the 

disappointment. Let it be remarked here, tbat> 

while the French ruler is so anxious to extend his 

infiuence in foreign countries by menns of tha 

Israelites, he has taken care, by the eleventh and 

twanty-sisth articles of his Regulations, to prerent 

a retaliation from foreign powers. Indeed these 

danses destroy completely the idea entertained at ' 

lint, by many, that be had in contemplation to in- 

tiee the Jews indiscriminately to settle in France; 

mnd we here repeat it, his motives for calling that 

'. asaembly were his love of money, his fondness of 

I theatrieal ponip, his plans on the east, and bis ex* 

I tensive ^tem of e^ion;^. 

\ It could not be reasonably expected that, under 

Bonaparte, an assembly of any kind should enjoy 

* great ^are of liberty in their deliberations. 

Indeed, little care wa.<i taken, in this instance, to 

di^uisethe exertions of power; the answers and 

tba measures were evidently agreed between the 

Imperial Cfanmissionera and a ftw of the leading 



Bmnlicrs, and md aftenrards to the ummblf 
pn fonma ; the fovrm atthbntad to the Pnudmt, 
devotad to the court, hii naming tfa« membva of 
erery^ committee, hii dinolving the ^nf^pg «( 
pleasure, hardly left the shadow of deliberatinf 
forms, while the casual opposition some of th^ 
|Hx>positiaai experienoed was lemored l^ iiwaaa 
WE should deem unwarrantable in an j nwetiiig. 

From the speeches of the deputies, it will ba 
seen that the Jewish assonbly could boast ot as 
great talents as could probahlj hara batn expect* 
ed from any other French assembly of the same 
number of men, taken indiscnminately in msf 
clasB, and this fully justifies our assertion, diat, 
nnder the old government, the Jews etgo^ysd a 
sufficient share of libertf to enoourage tha dis- 
play of their natunl abilities, and that, w>tli 
equal protection, and Uber^ qf conacicMce, it 
perhaps the full extent of the adfnntages wfaieli 
non-conformists can expect fiom a Mfulargovem- 
ment. 

But while wepayajmttribttininAnr talents, 
we must dcplfHn ilbm way in whiA dwy lmv« been 



ihamefullj abused, in many instances. Few of 
them, indeed, bare raised iheir voices against the 
t;f rannical Regulations, which have been imposed 
nptm .them; some of their answers it is true, are 
h^;hlj satisfaotory, and, among them, those con- 
oeniing. nsurj ; biit, in manyother cases, they hare 
manifested a culpable readiness to accede to or 
even to anticipate whatever might suit the views 
of their government, without much regard to the 
precepts of their law. But for the strong opposi- 
tion d the Kabbies, the assembly would, as far as 
its autburity could have gone, sanctioned the 
marriages of Jews with Christians, nay, in the 
tumultuous debate which took place on the occa- 
sion, a member broadly declared that marriage 
bad nothing of a divine institution, and that the 
first precept was increase and multiply. Nor is 
this the fmly instance in which we remark, with 
■Mrtoff, that the contagious infidelity of France 
bad cr^t in among the Israelites. In the festival of 
the Iflth of August, the cyphers of Napoleon and 
of Jotephine were profanely blended with the un- 
ptterable name of Jehovah, andthelqiperial Eagle 
was placed over the Sacred Ark. This we under- 



ftand has given much ofienoe, and with viry just 
reason, we tbink, to the most respectable men 
of that commonity in these kingdoms. 

The answer to the sixth question, by which Um 
French Jews acknowledge France astheir country, 
without any restriction whatever, is a stiU inore 
heiooDS dereliction of the tenets of the iMosaic law; 
for they give up, by it, the hope of the expected 
Messiah, and of the everlasting posKession of the 
prranised land of Canaan, which they deem A part 
of the sacred covenant between Godnnd his chosen 
people. 

While we thus inculpate the Jewish deputies, 
it cannot be expected that we shall lay too great a 
stress on the fulsome^and frequently impious flat* 
tei;y which characterises all their productions, 
Perhiqw we even ought to make some apology tor 
having so faithfully translated them, could we 
think it possible that any rational muu should 
adopt or suspect as of entertaining seotimeutt 
which the Jews themselves, most probably, only 
feigned to suit their own purposes. 

Bat flaCteiy is the opiate of the gnilty odd- 
•cienoe; it sooths the ftiup of nnnne; and great 



Xn PEEFAOB. 

erimin'Jits eannot be approached withoat it ; Hk« 
the gidden branch of the Sybil, it softens tha 
fierceness of those infernal divinities, and is tb* 

' <nily safeguard left to mortals who appear before 
them. 
It would be unjust, therefore, to expect from 

' the Jews more stoicfirmness than the Roman poet, 
the republican Lucan, himself possessed, who, 
after describing, with his usual energy, the scenes 
of blood through which die Romans .waded to ' 
arrive at the biesnngs of an lmp«ial government, 
says, even to Nero— 

Quad ti non aliam Tcntunt fiita Neroni 

Inveaere Tiun, niagQ(M|me aeWmi. panntur 

RegnB Dei*, ctdamque iwi lervire Tonanti 

Non niai set onun potutt poH bella gigantam : 

JftDt nihil, O Superi, qaerimur; scclera ipw, nefuqne 

Hu; mercede placcnt 

UultniD Ro.nm tamea debet dviUbus annu, 

Quod tibi res acta eat . -■ 

tibi numine ab omni, 

Cedetur : juriaque tai natui* rettnqaet, 

Qui* deui esse vclii, ubi n^um pooere muudi. 

We understand that this passage is omitted i]| 
French tnuulationB, and we know that it is not to 
be finind in that oC Manixmtel. 



TRANSACTIONS 



PARISIAN SANHEDRIM. 



i^olleetion of Writingt itnd AcU\ relating to the for- 
tner Condition, of Individualt profesging the He- 
brew Religion in France. 

PREVIOUS even to the memorable epoch of 
the cbnrocation of Let Etats G/iUraux., opinion, 
in what concerns lu, had experienced dianges con- 
dud\-« to public weal. 

Reason had reassumed her rights over prejn- 
idice, which, to justify impression, had, for ft long; 
time, represented us as un^Ortbj of having a 
touittry. 

In centuries of error and of injustice, degrade 
huf statutes pointed at our fathers as objects of 
public contempt. All were mnde to share in the 
punishment deserved onlj bj" traitors, who, liks 
thoiie of Judea, had, bj thear c^umnies, brought 
destruction on their virtuoiu and benevt^ent bie- 
thrut. 



( « ) 

But when, at last, more liberal ideas had prodn- 
ced sentimenbt of universal justice, we were no 
longer beheld with contempt, we j^aned no longer 
under the iron hand of oppression. 

France gave the example of liberality: it was 
the general wish among us to adopt her as our 
country; and petitions consonant to those wishes 
were eagerly laid by us before the ancient goTeru- 
ment. 

In these attemptswe were thwartedby prejudice. 

Many, however, of tried loyalty, among us, having 
proved by their meritorious conduct that they were 
entitled to public esteem, received from the sove- 
reign letters of naturalization. They purchased 
landed property in France ; educated their children 
lo honorable professions; proved themselves wor- 
thy of that flrst favour; and their conduct, silencing 
'the clamours of prejudice, accustomed Frenchmen 
to behold us with that good will, which man in 
.every country owes to his fellow creatures. 

From hence, thecakien^ (1) prepared in 1789, 
proposed to give those professing our religion the 
-means of becoming more useful to the state, by 
opening for us the way to preferment. 

As early as the 6rst of October of the same 

(I) ThcK catiitrt wcic written initnictians giren by llie electon Ja 
tba K*eral towDi tnd proriaco of innce to the deputies thtj atat 
t0 Ju Etutt CMmif, 



^r, a member of lea Etats Ginhaitx, obtained 
from that assembly a vote that, on a future day, it 
bhouki, in a sitting held on purpose, lake into it$ 
consideration t/te condition of the Jevt in France. ■ 

And this member, I must observe, was a cler- 
gyman, a dignitary of the second rank. 

llie Bitting thus granted was delayed by mat- 
ters of general interest. But on the one hand, a 
special decree, of the a4th of becember, granted 
to all non-catholics the right of being elected 
members of the assembly, and opened for them the 
way to all employments, civil and military. 

And on the other, the decree of the 38th of Ja- 
nuary, 1700, acknowledged, as active citizens, all 
those among us who, previous to the year 1789, 
had obtained letters of naturalization. 

As this decree is the 6rst step towards our adop- 
tion, I shall give it at full length. 

Decree of tlie 38th of January, 1700, sanotioned 
the same month. 

" AH the Jews, kaomn in France, wider the name 
'• of Portuguese, Spanish, and AoignoneseJewtt shall 
*' continue to enjoy the same rights they have hitherto 
** enjoyed, and which have (leen granted to them 
*' by letters patent. 

" In consequence thereof, they shall enjoy the 
)' rights of active citizens, if they possess the other 

83 



( « ) 

** requisite qualifications, as enamented in ib» 
** decrees of Uie national assembly.'* 

Still however prfgudice led into error. A general 
jerment served too well the evil intention of a few 
unjust men. 

The decree of the 16th of April, 1790, sanction, 
ed <Ml the 18th, shews the kind protection of which 
we stood in need, and which was considered an 
justly due to us. 

" The NttUonal Assepibltf again plapes the Jewt 
** of Abace, and of the other provinces of the king- 
" dom^ under die special protection of the tawf 
^'forbidt any one frmn diaturhing their peace, or 
** otherwise h^uriug them ; direcis all xnuntcipat offi- 
" cers and natiojtal guards to exert their authority for 
*' the protection of their persons and property*' 

There still remained a ground of prgudice 
against us. In some parts of the country, people 
could hardly bring themselves to look upon us as 
worthy of the advantages granted by the law, 
because w^q were still liable to ^wr«(ma/ taxes. 

We were freed from this burthen by a ^tecial 
decree of the 20th of July, 1790, sanction^ the 
7th of August following. 

** The Naiionai AssenUtly, constderiug that the 
** pvbUe proieetion is dtte to all the inhabUants of 
*' tho kingdom, indisvriminatefy, without any other 



( » ) 

** condition hm^iat^tUichia'gpig their ihftrti^ the 
" general contrikutiam; 

" Having hear4 the . retort of it$ comptiiUe of 
*' demetne$t 

*' Hat decreed and decreet., thai the {amual lribut€ 
** of 3<M)00 iivretj paid bjf the Jetet of Metz and of 
" the Afemn country, wider the denonunatum of / 
■' duty of habitation, protection and toleration, u 
", tuppretted and aboUahed, without anyindetimity la 
■** the present tmner of and contractor for the taid tri- 
^'bute. 

*^ Decreet alto, that all tributea of similar nature^ 
** tmder whatever denomination they may be, which 
^* are^ amf where else, leviedon theJewi, thall Ukemiie 
** be taupprftted and abolithed, without any indem- 
** nityfnm those hitherto liable to them, whether such 
** trAvtet are paid to the pubUc treasury, or towns, 
** corporations (ir irtdividuals: reserving, nevertheletSf 
** ta decide on ft future day, (m such indemnitiet at 
^ may be due by the nation to the government con- 
^' tractor* who may he aggrieved, the tame being 
** eertifitd by the directors of the departmmtt m which 
** such trUmtet are rmaed; and for this end the titles 
** and writings of the owners and contractors, t/iall be 
*' producediu the course of the present year. 

*' Decreet, lastly, that no arrears nf the aforetatd 
" tributes can be demanded, and that all lawtuttt to 
** recover the same shall be totally stopped." 
These Tarioos resolotions were the forenmners 



( 6 ) 

of that which has placed the Jews in the fall 
enjoyment of all civil and political rights. 

The mle had been laid don-n in the decree of 
the-38th of January, 1790. There only remained 
to do away the limitation, by which the advantages 
it granted were confined to those Jews who had 
obtained letters patent, to the exclusion of those 
who had not this kind of privileges. 

A general resolution was wanting to fix with 
certainty our rank in society. It was decreed that 
the taking of the civic oath M'ould enable us all, 
without distinction, to participate in the advanta- 
ges granted by tl^e decree of the aStb of Janaary, 
1790. 

Tbis was the design of the adjournment adopted 
in the rittings of the 1st of September, 1789. 

Ttiis was the design of the restriction contained 
in the decree of the 24th of December ibllowing. 

Tliis was again the design of the exceptions 
arising from that of the 38th of January, 1790. 

By its dispositions the well-known decree of the 
27th of September, 1791, sanctioned on the 13th' 
of November following, has referred to Januaiy, 
1790, the epoch from which we date the full en- 
jojmcnt of our present condition. And indeed, 
this consequence sprung from the verj- constitution 
itself, which was then in full activity. 

" The Katiomil Aisemb/ff, consitleriag that the 



{ 1 ) 

*^ conditions requisite to bea French citizen, and lohe- 
** come 6n active citizeTL, are fixed by the cotMtitutkmj 
*' and that evcrif man whoy being dufyqtuUifiedytaiei 
" thecivicoathy andeHgage$toJu^laUthedutiupre- 
*' aeribed by the coniHtation^ hat a riglUto all the ad- 
" vantages it insures;—-' 

. " Annuls all adjournments, restrictions, and excep- 
'** tions, contained in the preceeding decrees, affecting 
" iodieiduaU of the Jewish persuasion, who ihall tale 
*' ihecieic oath, tohichahallbe consideredeua retum~ 
** elation of all privileges granted in t/ieir /avoHr." 

All tbe Jews residing in France kastened to 
take the oath which constituted them citizens, and 
.which} irom its nature, is a solemn pledge gires 
hy them of their submission to the laws and of 
their obedience to the ruling powers. 

According to their principles of morality, an 
oath, naturally binding for a man of probity, is 
' further strengthened by their religious maxims. 

Tbe <iod of their fathers, called to nituess of 
thar engagements, has forbidden all manner of 
infringement. 

Hiey have been, they arc unshaken in the per- 
formance of all their duties as citizens, uilbout a 
tingle exception, in the whole of tlieir political or 
civil conduct. 

Of this they are conscious: they have stood the 
test i ikty will not swerve from their fideliQr to the 
conntiy. 
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InflMyewO, thry^tre dflnaecl wsrthy of recei- 
viag ft pnot of ratkniil r^aidi Frmdi agmts 
•btaiiied for them an exeoiptkHi frtnH tbe tributes 
lenedui tbemintheooontiyof MentZi 

Ib the 7«ar 10, tjie then govemtHMit gftre tkem 
leare t6 establish r^nlatioiiB founded on justice, bjr 
which the debts of their ancient eommunities faavo 
beni discharged. 

It is then trne th«t motiTCs of gratitude haro 
daaij added new strength to thoBeengitgeinents hy 
which we are become French citizens ; and as, from 
this, we riiooldbe themoie gniky, were it posrible 
Aat we oould be wuiting in doe snbmiasion ia 
these acMBnres which are at last to make us cmn-' 
l^etelj' w<Hthy of the honour oonfened npon ns hj 
onradoptirai; so the woild cannot be surprised at 
the e^er joy which wehavemanifestedon rec^ring 
the Ssereea dictated bj the benerolmce (tf onr so- 
vere^, to complete die great work of our regene* 



Alreadj we were acquainted with his faennc 
Tirtnes; already onr hearts, filled with veneratioR, 
had in^ged in the most flattering hopes; we saw 
in die Conqueror of the Wmild, in the Model 
of -SoTBREiOHS, the support of our political and 
civil existence, the man whom our children ^ouM 
bksms the andun-of their felicity. 

At the grand epochaof his eleration, oiu- temple* 
have reaoanded with jojfidenltatioos; cnirpTay<« 
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«n, As cffoaou of gnikkss hearts, have been 
pennd before the Eternal, with that exqointe 
Aeling whidi it pradoced by the prospect of fiiture 
hMppmem. 

Hymns sung with ■olemnity, preeeeded and fol- 
lowed by femnt prayere, hare cnmned those daji 
«f hi^iaess and festiTity , 

In that too, we hare vied in loyalty with a& 
«i i— ea rfcitizens. 

!■ that too, otH* religtoiss ceremonies hare con- 
Ibmed ear eBgngemeat of concurring, by erety 
means inour power, in wbateirr may tend to pro- 
note that degree of iUiutrious celebrity and pn»- 
|wri^ which the exrited views of our august Em- 
PBBOB are prepamig for the French empire. 

In the predvctkws to which the exemplaiy zeal 
«f oar brethren gave birth, wemnst mentjon with 
distinction the hymn composed by M. Meubel 
Kairgeau, Miniated into French by M. -Miuhel 
Berr. 

I fhonld hBT« given it a place in my coUection, 
but that the priBciples, the respectful sentiments, 
«iid the wishee it coatains, are to be found in wri- 
^ngs whioh come norespecifically vnthin the plan 
of my work. 

1 must record here, wliat sliould be known in 
all our fomilies, that at the very epoch of that £i- 
mous decree, which, in September, 1791 , gave every 
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one of us a countrji mftny among lu, incongra. 
tulating their brethren oo the grentness of the boon, 
addressed to them instmctioiu on the fiill extent 
of their duties, and proved the necessity of altering, 
in our habits and in our manners, whatever might 
tend to perpetuate prapossessions and prejudices 
which had kept us till then in a state of forlorn 
misery. 

I must g^Te at full length the femous letter which 
M. Berr-Isaac-Berr, manu&cturer at Nancy, father 
of M. Michel Ben-) addressed to all his brethren at 
the close of t^e year 1791. 

Those among us who are acquainted with it will 
be gratified by this opportunity of again perusing 
it; those who have not yet seen it. will gratefully 
receive the instructions of enlightened men, whose 
knowledge and judgement have constituted them 
our supports and directors. 

They will be convinced that our religious max- 
ims, agreeing with every rule tumorals and of civtl> 
ization, elevate us to that rank and those rights 
which a generous nation has c<mferred on us. 

Our teachers, our children, will therein see thosa 
principles which will concur in the great work of 
our happiness. 
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Letler of M. BerR-Isaac-Bbrr to his Brethren, in 
1701 , OH the Rights of actice Citizetu being gr^nt- 
•d to the Jewi. 

" Gentlemen and dear brethren, 

" At length the day is arrived when the veil, bj 
*' which, parted from our fellow-citizens, we were 
*^ kept in a state of humiliation, is rent ; at length 
" we recover those rights which have been taken 
*' from us more than eighteen centuries ago. How 
*' much are we at this moment indebted to the cl&' 
" mency of the God of our forefathers ! 

*' We are now, thanks tq the Supreme Being, 
" and to the sovereignty of the nation, not only 
* Men and Citi^eqs, but we are Frenchmen ! — ■ 
" What a happy change f hou hast worked in us, 
" merciful God .' So Jate as the 27th of September 
'* last, wp were the only iuhabitants of this vast 
" empire who seemed doomed to remain for ever 
'* in bondage and abasement ; and on the foUow- 
'* ingday,onthe38th,aday for ever sacred among 
*' us, thou ipspirest the inmiortal legislators of 
** France. They pronounce, and more than aixty 
** thousand unfortunate beings, niournio|i;OTfvj(bcir 
•*' sad iate, are awakened to a sense of their haftpi- 
" nes8 by the liveliest emp^ions of the purest^joy. 
. »' Let it b« ackoou'le^ged, d^arint bc€thi:fi«,,$hat 
. c2 



" we have not dfAerred this wonderful . change hj 
** our repentance, or by the reformation of our 
** manners: we can attribute it to nothing but to 
*' the everlasting goodness of God: He never for- 
^' sook us entirely; but, finding that we were not 
" yet worthy of seeing the accompUshmeut of his 
*' promises of a perfect and lasting redemption, he 
" hss not, however, thought proper still to ag^ra- 
*' rate our sufferings: and sorely our chains had 
" become the more galling frnn the contemplation 
'' of the rights of man, so sublimely hdd forth to 
!* public view. Therefore, our God, who reads 
*' the heart of man, seeing that bH our resignation 
** would have proved unequal to the task, and that 
** SBpematnral strength was wanting to enabte us 
** t9 ta[^rt tbese new torments, has thought of 
" applying the remedy { He has chosen the gene- 
*' rous French nation to reinstate us in our rights, 
** and to operate our regeneration, as, in othet 
** times, be had chosen Antiochns, Pompey, uid 
'* others, to humiliate and enslave us. How §^ri^ 
. *' ous it is for that nation, who have, in so short a 
" tune, made so many jieople happy ! A nd surely, 
** tf Frenchmen ue become so themselves, by the 
^ additional rights and the additional liberty Ihey 
' *' bave just acqmred, how much die more ate w^, 
** iil*particular, gmners by tfae change! end what 
~'p Cfm ^rp be-to our gratrtude for tlte hap? 
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*^ speQim of men mer^y tQlfmted iui4 fnfl^Tr^ in 
^^ th^ empire, liable to b^iivy and ^bitraij tax^ 
^^ we aie, of a sudden, beconie the cbildwiof th» 
^^ country, to bear its coounon charges, mid^bim iiiT 
^^ its common rights. 

^^ What orator could presume to exptess tQ tha 
^ nation and to it's king', all, the extfnt of our 
^ gratitude, and of our unalterable submission) 
^ Biit nettherthekingnor the representatives cdfthi^ 
^ natkmaetk for praises or acknowledgments; their 
^ only wish is to behold people happy. In that 
^ they «qiect and they will find their reward* 
«< Let us then, dear brethren, let us conform tQ thdf 
^' wishes;, let us examine with attention what ie« 
^ nuana to be done, <m our part, to become truly 
^ hajqiy , and how we may be aUe to shew, in some 
^^ measure, our grateful sense for aU the foyours 
^< heaped upon us. On this subject, gentlemen 
^' and dear brethren, gire me leave to submit to 
^* your judgment the result of some reflectionii, 
^ which our change of condition has suggested to 
^ me. 

^^ The name of active citizen, which we have just 
^^ obtained, is, witlu>ut a doubt, the most precious 
** title aman can possess in a free empire ; but this 
^* title alone is not sufficient ; we should possess also 
^^ the peciessary qualifications to folfil the duties 
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" annexed to it : we know ourxelves how -rery de- 
** ficient we are in that respect; we have be^ in a. 
" manner compelled to abandon the pursuit of all 
** moral and phpical sciences, of all sciences, in 
** short, which tend to the improvement of th* 
" mind, in order to give ourselves up entirely to' 
** commerce, to be enabled to gather as much 
** money as would insure protection, and satisfy 
**1be rapacity of our persecutors: in justice to 
** truth we must say, however, that these many 
*^ years our hardships have been g^reatly alleviated 
* in France, and particularly in lx>rraine, since 
** the reign of Stani^ns the benevolent, and that 
** we never experienced from our rulenand magis- 
" trates but marks of good will and piptectiaii-; 
** ytt we always felt the inutility of mental acquire- 
*' mentSf from the impossibility in which we saw 
** ourselves of ever making any use of them. We 
I' must then, dear brethren, strongly bear this 
** truth in our minds, that till such a time as we 
^^ work a change in our manners, in our habits, in 
*' sh<Ht, in our whole education, we cannot expect 
*' to be placed by the esteem of our fellow citizens 
" inany of those situations in which we can give 
*' signal proofs of that glowing patriotism so long 
" cherished inoarbosoms, God forbid that 1 should 
*• mean any thing derogatory to our professed re- 
** ligion, or.to our e^itablishcd form of worship : far 
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" from me the idea of proposing any - innoratiom 
" in them. I should consider as monsters those 
*^ among us, who, from the prospect of somead- 
*' vantages they might expect from the new con- 
" stitution, would presume to alter the dogmas- of 
** their religion. If, during our tribulations, we '^ 
<• have derived smne consolation from our strict 
u adherence to ourreligion, how much more are wa 
** boond to remain 6rmly attached to it now, when 
** we are reaping the fruits of our perseverance and 
** of our attachment to our religious worship, 
** when we behold that of all ancient nations 
•' we are the only one who has been able to with- 
** stand the heavy tides of misfortune, succeeding * 
" each other for centuries! And now, expressedly 
" chosen by the French constitution, should we, at 
" the first flawn of liberty, prove refractory to our 
*' laws, after having remained faithful to them 
**dnrii^ eighteen centuries of persecution? No;l 
. ** shall not believe any of my brethren capable 
** of this. I shall not therefore address you on this 
" head, not doubting but we all perfectly agre* 
" on the fundamental point. But I cannot too 
** often repeat to you bow absolutely necessaty it is 
"for us to divest onrselvesentirely of that narrow 
** spirit, of Corporation and Congregation, in all 
" civil and political matters, not immediately con- 
** iwctadwitli OUT ^irituallftws: in these things 
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*** we miUt abK^utely appear sin^y as indivi'' 
** duals, as Freochnven, guided only by a true 
** pa tri o tiii n andby the geneni] goodof the natkni ; 

I " to.know how tokiskoHrlites«idfi»rt«ae8 ftr the 

I *^ d^ttcc of the coimtry^ to make intrselTcS ttRfol 
*' to our j^ktwcitiaensj'ba deserve tfasireiteMiaiid 
** their friemUiip, l» }«■ our eflnrls t» lh«n iti 
** maintaining pul^ tranquility, mwhicb diat of 
** individiials dqtenib ; siichon|^t to be the priacj- - 
V p^um of our daily en^t^rnmit; and as we 
** arenotyetabletoiiiUiltliaBeiioMefinictioiisouT- 
*' selves, we must turn oar miwfe to tbe means 
*■ necessary to be ao«[uit«d, and, above all, inoOr 

' ** attention on onr Ghildien, and procufe fortbelti 
** all tbe necessfuy instructioiis. Let ns dtt tat the 
" prenent what is within onrpower; let ns take the 
^ civic oath of being &itfaM to the nation, to the 
*' law and to the king. Umb oath oentaim only ttie 
" sentiments we bave always professed. We have 
** never been act^ased of being breaSeers of tUe 
*^ %)w, or of having rebeAed even against tbose 
" wfaodamineeredover as; wehaveadways rcspeeted 
** and obeyed eventhoseby whom we were ill-treat- 
" ed : we ^all tben, upon much stronger grounds, 
" femain taidifut to laws wfaidi reinstate as m our 
" rights, and place us, on the same fiwting Withall 
" Freadimen, leaving mat the mme time, at full 
*' libtity to piofesi oar religion, and to ^ow-oiir 
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" tnotk>of tvorahip-. ThiaoathUsa^inikic^onobr 
"side; is nothing; but areRuifciatmwof tb«isfiptte' 
" tended privil^^ and imthunities whld^wti'^- 
" jojed, cannot, under any point of nevr, «*Dand 
'* thecoiuieience of themest oit^todbx aAd th« most 
" sempalomi of our brethKn^; oaf pti>^«g«s and 
" our imauiBiAflii were 09l}"relati\<e to our state of 
" tlarei^*, Wb'faftd tbe privikfge of ftnnin|^ a dis- 
" tinot body of penile and a wjpamte comntnuity ; 
' but this caNiad ^h it^ the exclusdon fiom all 
■'■ other ccffpemtioiH, and'the si^bmiasion to partir 
'eulttr 'taxes; nmch above our means- and our 
'* Tetonroes, andaffottKUily imposed; If aitiemHr 
'"of that eomUranity was- aeeused of anv misd^ 
^"me«norwhaterar,thereproaehe8 and tKehnmiKa- 
'**tion'<^- on the whole; we were exempt from 
"inilitw and froAi public works, but it was be- 
"caose-wewew deemed unworthy of it; and to 
'* palliate the injustice vffiuch proceedings, wewere 
'"exempted; on-conditionofpayingin money three 
'* timestheTalueof suchservioes, &o. It incertain- 
" ly no hard matter to g;ive op sof^ privileges. 

*' By the taking of this oath, which will be con- 
" sidtfredas a reounciatiottto all privileges and im- 
" munities heretofore introduced in onr'4avouT, we 
" ^tal\ enjoy the rightff and qnalities of active citi- 
*' zeas, provided always we have the other necesKiry 
*' qualiBcatioas. Yqii see then, dear brethren, th^t 
ft 
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*' there cannot be a shadow of difficulty or of scni' 
*' pie about taking this oath, by means of which 
" we shall be constitutionally ackiiowledged as 
" French Jews. 

*' This oath once taken, let uv ^xert ourselves to- 
" fulfil the duties within our reach,but let us avoid 
" graspiHg at our rights; let us not rush headlong 
*' against the opinionsofsomeof our fellow citizens' 
" who, rend^retl callous by prejudice, will r^ect the- 
" idea of Jews heiog fellow men, fellow cnsatures. 
" Let it be sufficient f^r us, at present, to have ^- 
" quired the invaluable right of ^ssistiog at all as- 
" semblies of Frcnch citizens; but let us notatteqd> 
'' ^em, till we hove acquired knofv^ge sufficient 
" to make ourselves usel'ul members; ^ne know 
" how to discuss and to deiei;id,,the int^^s of the 
" country ; in shoi-t, till our most bitti'reiieunies are . 
" convinced, and acknowletlge the gross miscon- 
'* ceptions they liafl entextained of us. 

*' If we cannpt pursehes et^oy all the su'cctsof > 
" the new oonstitutioo, for it is a hard matter to ■ 
" change habits and mannei-s indulge<l in ibr thirty 
■' or forty yfars, we shall at least see the first blas- 
" soms of the thrinng plant gat Iievcd by our chil- 
'' dren; we may even expect that indulg^nc^ from 
' our generous tellpw citizens, sltould not pur own 
' regeneration proceed as rapidly as we ourselves 
' could wish. Our education has been dcfepti^e 
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" inmanj pointsof vieir. Already theiamous Rab- 
" biHartmk Vessely, of Berlin, has readered us an 
'* eminent sernce, by publishing several works in 
^' Hebrew on thtssubject. One of his productions, 
'* entitled Salutary Instructions ■ addressed to the 
'* Jemsh Commtmitiet of the Empire, has beentrans- 
" lated into French, in the year 1782. It details 
'* the causes of onr present ijpiorance, and the 
" meansbywhichwe may descrre once more theap- 
'* pellation of the learned and intelligent nation, 
" which God himself gave us. I shall not repeat 
" here what yon find in these useful publications; 
" but I entreat you, dear brethren, to follow this 
'* aiitlK>r in his "meditations ; and you will easily re- 
'* mark that our fete, and tfce fete of our posterity, 
" depends solely on the change we shall effect in 
" our mode of education. 

" The first of our parental cares must be, no doubt , 
" to see that our children, in preference to all 
" things, learn the holy Bible in ihe very language 
" in which it was penned by the divine hand, and 
" transmitted to usby Mosesour lawgiver; letthem, 
» then,knowperfectlythe Hebrew language, which 
*' not^vithstaufling its penury, h the key of all other 
** languages, and must be, for ds in particular, the 
" first object of our studies. But to this day co 
** we really understand it ? Have \ve masters able 
" to explain it to us, and to give us its true mean- 
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'* ing in. a laitliful tnHslatioB? .^fore we pqs^eft- 
" ed a Kal treasure in the irofuiation of ike Bible 
" in Geruum hi/ Jifen^fiU/ufay our cbjldzen learnt 
" Ilcbreiv from iDA9t«is wboexpL^oadit inadialect 
" nliicli neitlierihe tutor jwr thepupU could un- 
" derstaud. J'lach master had his method of trans- 
" luting; and his mBtinerof sjieakijig, according to 
" the comitry lie came &om; hardlj couid weliare 
*' met three children, biiviog learnt from three 
V diflerent masters, >vho would have explained in 
<* the saipe manner, in the same language, or with 
" the same jironnnciation t}ie cleaveiit passage of 
" the holy writings. 

" Even now thatwe possess the isublimetr;iqdfttion 
" of Mendelslion, we have but very few teacherswho 
" aretrulr masters of the two languages into which 
" IheBibleisurittenandtranslated-Weseenowand 
** then some scholars from Berlin, who come to this 
" country, but thej- are too few and too expensive to 
" atiavf many of us to avail tJienuelves of their in- 
*' structions. It is however indispensable that, 
" while we are getting our children instructed the 
"principlraoftheirreligionin the original language, 
'* we sliould procure for tltem an eicplaoation in the 
" ordinary language, which they hear and speak 
*' from their infancy. 

" It apjiears to me that were it posuble to get our 
" children taught the holy Bible by a French vct- 



it 
u 



( «1 ) 

*^ siim fthoidd be «8 faitiifiil as tttat- of the imaior- 
^ tal MeDddUhcm, a gveat aadinateriid advaiitage 
'^ woold MBult fimm thedhange: they would have 
*^ only two languages to kam at the saaae time, 
^^ HabnBwai]^Fi«]icfa;whei!eas now they are abli^Bd 
^^ to leam throe at the saaie time, Hebrew, Genmi, 
^' a&d French. Accordingly, this last, wfakh ooght 
to be their mother tongue, since they are reared 
with and among Fieiidbmen, has always been the 
V languid in which they have made the least pro* 
4< jgoiency, and whi<^ very often they scarcely im- 
defstand* It isonlywhen compiled by necessity 
to 9fMk to and to be understood by their nsigh- 
boun that they begintoblundersomeinarticnlate 
^^ words; from hence proceeds this other mcanve^ 
niMicy, that Aose amoi^ us who have felteariy 
enough the useAilness of die French language, 
^ and have acquired the habit of qieaking it with 
^ facility, cannot, however, get rid of a German or 
other foreign accents. Their phrases, too, are 
generally incorrect I even must say myself , that 
while I am thus addressing you in Frendi, I feel 
^* my want of experience and of proficiency m dkat 
^language, whidi I have however chosen inpre-^ 
*^ ference, to prove to you» that Jews may coounune 
together and oonier with one another in diat lan«' 
guage, on all topics even on rsUgious mattafs, and 
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.** that it is entirely incur power to avoid encumber- 
*^ ing the minds of our youth with the useless iftndy 
••of foreign languages. Have we not the exampfe 
•• of ^e Jews of Asia, the most devout and the most 
•^ serapulousof our brethren, who read and writeon- 
= ^ ly Hebrew and the language of their country ? 
*^ Why should we continue to bear the nameof Ger- 
^ man or Polish Jews, while we are happily French 
**Jews? 

I am well aware, dear brethren, that this pro- 
position cannot be adopted until we hare a 
^ great part of our holy writings faithfully ti-ans- 
^ lated into French ; but till such a time as men 
^ are found among us equal to that great task, let 
^ ua not neglect the means which may be con- 
^ diicive to the unfolding of the necessary talents. 
" I would, then, propose to you, dear brethren, to 
.^ establish a public school for us, on a plan similar 
S^ to that of Berlin, and of several other places in 
'f^ the '«QiEq)ire; we shall appoint professors of 
.^ Hebrew^ whom" we must, it is true, procure from 
^' great distances; and we shall likewise appoint 
^ French teachers. 1 have no doubt but our chil- 
^dren will make a rapid progress in both the 
^^ langui^es thus taught them ; they will becoma 
^^-at the same time the supports of our religion and 
^^ of the French constitution ; and, after going 
^ thiouirh the several classes, they will return to 
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" us with a deep sense of the hoUonft of oar le- 
" ligion, whose dogmas they will here learn from 
" the true principles, and may prove at the sagam 
" time good Jews and good French citizens. Afien 
" the first essay, we may add to the school pro- 
" fessonhips of all Arts and Scieiices, that our 
" children may see glorious careers open befiHW 
*' tbem, and may choose, according to their inoli- 
" nation, that kind of pursuit in which the esteem 
" of their fellow citizens, and an tumest maiutc- 
** nance, n-ill be the reward of thrar exertioiu. 
** Wje shall tbtv9 no longer be exclusively addicted 
** to tbst mercantile ^nd trafficking spirit, whidi, 
" till now, has been almost the only one by which 
** we have be«i actuated. 

" Moreover,; dear brethren, whep we have ful- 
" filled our first duty towards our children; when ' 
" once tl^y are . thraroughly initiated in the prin-- 
" ciples and spirit of our i^ligioii, we may, with- 
" out a^prelfettsion' of d^ger, avail ourselves of 
" the resources offtoed to us by our gener&ns 
" counlrymen, by sending them to «haie the «d- 
" vantages of naticmal qducatiian in the public 
*' schools; certainly they will not be thnavted id 
** their religious opinions ; and once easy on tb*t 
*' score, they soon will become beloved among 
" tbeir comrades, by faring their emulation and 
" flieir wishes of deserving the appmbation .ff* 
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* liieir superiors. By mean* of tliat union in 
•• sdioa3s, our children, like those of our frllow- 

* dtizcns, will remark from their tender Touth that 
"'neither opinions, nor difference of religion, are 
'* a bar to fraternal love ; and that every one na- 
'•■tnrally embracing and following the religion of 
** lii» fiitbers, all may, in fultilUng their religious 
** dtitien, fulfil also those of citizenship; fromthRt, 

* ^'aversion, all hatred, all' antipathy b«tweea 
"'Uiem' will'be done away. In propnition as tbej 
**'iiKreftse in- yean*, tl^ose ties of fHend^ip and of 
"'fertefnity will be drawn closerj in- whatever is 
•' o^ social and political nature, nofcowtniry to the 
"'dogmas of religion; Tbey will! have learned 
" that, on leaving the sclioo), seme have been with 
** tUeirpsrents to church, others toohapel, others to 
" tbes^agogiie, to worship, in difllerent- modes 

* and with difi^i«nt dc^:mas; the true livii^ 
" God, the sol« Creator of th«'i%iverse. 

" Let' fts establtsb difnritabte' houses of in- 
" dnstry, in whicU the oWldrenofpoorpM^IeaiHl 
*^ tbosa who are notboni' to a higher rank, Hhal) 
" leani all the trades avd ■mechanical occupations 
**'necesHiry. to sodety. Let us form among us 
" carpenters, smiths, tailors, &c. And if we ran 
'* succeed to Itave a man in ctieh prp^ssion, able t4i 
'^ work as a master, he uill soon fonii nppren- 
"4tioeB; and gradually we Kliall see .lewisli wfwk- 
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" men vbo will Btrive to desBrre etteeoi by «ani- 
'■* ing bononrablj their livelihood. Thusshall we 
' baniih sloth and indolence, occasioned by Uie 
* idleness of our youth. 

" You will here observe to me, with eome truth, 
' dear brethren, that it i» mnch easier to propose 
" these plans than to cany them into execution, 
" and that these proposed establishutents would 
" require funds probably to a large amount. But 
" you will not believe, 1 trust, that this c<Hindera* 
;' tion has escaped me; and indeed I had already 
" found the means of meeting all necessary ez- 
'* peaces, wlten I determined to impart to you my 
'* ideas on the sulyect. Undoubtedly we must 
'^ have fixed and regular revenues befoxe we can 
" thinkof undertaking any of the establishments 
" 1 have pn^iqsed. But what Jew is there in 
" tolerable circumstances who wiU not be ready 
^ to make some sacrifices? Wl^ will vefuae to l» 
'* subject even to persqitfU privfitipns, in ord«r 
" to contribute somethiiig tothe geqenl hi^^iness 
** of his brethren, and thus give, as &r as lajv in 
** him, a plec^ of our gn^titnde for the Iratenial 
" act of our follow-citizens ? 

" When we wereformii^a se|iuate communitj 
" in the ci-devant province of Lorraine, we had 
" excessivechargestosuppcHtibesidcBBiumof be- 
** tween fifteen and sixteen thpoBaud livTes,[which 
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<* we were bound collectively and individually to 
'^ pay either to the king, or as a tax on industry ; 
or for wages of the Parliadneni, &c. We had 
besides, individually, to pay arbitrary taxes in 
*^ the places of our residence, for the quartering 
** of soldiers, for the poor, the parish, the public 
*^ works, public wells, &c.; and again, besides the 
'' charges peculiar to us, the syndics {wardens) 
elected by our former community were by it au- 
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thorised, with thi^ approbation of government, to 
*' form lists of contribution, and to tax individuals, 
^' members of that community , according to their 
** means and abilities. Now this community is dis- 
^' solved; and, thanks to those who were at the 
head of its administration for more than fifty 
years in succession, the receipts and the general 
*' expences balance each, other, without its being 
^^ encumbered with considerable arrears, or loaded 
with any debt whatever. We shall pay in future 
our equal share of national taxes, like the rest of 
^^ assessed pieople in France, and in the same pro- 
portions : we shall, in a manner, pay only what 
we have consented to pay by the vote of our re- 
presentatives, who are equally those of all French- 
*^ men. In that case, dear brethren, let us make 
*^ one single effort ; let us shew ourselves capable 
^' pf foregoing present advantages, to make our- 
>^ selves worthy of greater ones at a future period. 
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** DOt reiy distant. Let m Toluntarily deprive 
." ounelveB of a part of the benefits oonfeired upon 
** OS by the new oonstitutkm, in order to enable us 
*' to ofier to the countiy, in the persons of onr chil- 
" dien, worthier ol^ects of her feronrs than we 
'* ourselves are. Let as form communities, such as 
*< we hadin Lorraine, and invite those Jews to join 
** ns, who, by die new division of the kingdom in* 
" to ei^ty-three departments, are now, like us, 
" inhabitants of that of hn Meurthe. Let us 
** unanimously sind voluntanly,consent to support, 
" for ten years longer, a charge equal to Uiat we 
** were heretofore obl^ed to pay. Let us em|doy 
" that sum, by which we formerly purchased tote- 
*' ranoe and protection, in forming men worthy of 
** that liberty they have just obtained. Once sure 
" of a fixed and regular income, nothing can pre* 
** Tcnt us from forming those establishments ne- 
" cessary for the education of our children. 

*' We shall continue to maintain the Babbi 
*' elected by our ci-devant community, who will 
*' fulfil the functions of Grand Rabbi in whatever 
** relates to our religions customs and ceremonies. 
. ** Wherever the number of Jewish inhabitants is 
" sufliciently numerous, we shall establish parti> 
*' cular Rabbis, or vkart^ who shall be named by 
" US likewise, shall be approved by the GrandKab- 
** In, and placed und«- his inspectioo. Wh««ver 
e3 
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** a Ticar shitD be appointed, he willliaTe his par- 
*' ticidar district, in which be will be boand to 
" diicharge his religiom and erril fiinctiom, inas- 
" much as these last are connected with our reli- 
** ^D. All childrm of the Jews of the depart- 
" roent, and of those who will have volnntanly 
** consented to omitribate, according to their 
** means* to the general fund, shall be admitted in 
** the establishments for education, and in thp 
" houses of indnstrf, instruction, arts, and trade. 
** We ma J easily fix the mode of collecting the ne- 
** ccssaiy contributionB, and of accounting for the 
** produce, by placing at the head of the adminis- 
" tration men in whom we can confide. By means 
"of this general contributimi we shall likewise 
** Teliere and prevent the wanti of onr aged and 
** infirm poor, who are unable to earn their daily 
** bread. It is exclusively to this class thiU we 
*' must direct our attention and extend our cares; 
** but we must go ftrther ; and when we meet with . 
" men able to woric nnblushingly asking for ahns, 
" let us strive to refuse them ; let theiA experience 
** the harshness of a homiliating refusal, however 
" rqmgnant to onr charity and to onr fodings. 
** By this means we shall put a stop to idleness, 
*' which too often prefers the bread of charity to 
' ** that of labour. If we have been reproached at 
** one time with want of industry, indolence, and 
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■* ITCBUOB to Iaboar> lat m nmr aToid nch le- 
" |»nMclM9i, which hiigfat be uynit fimnerly, hat 
** which we shoold now deserve. Let ns exert all 
" our influence tu acctntom onr poor, who, till 
** BOW, have ben Ad hy our almi, to prefer tha 
•« geiiiBof labooT, even at the sareat of thrir biom. 

** In thus imparting to yoa my faambk ideas oa 
" our presoit situation, I am, dear brethren, fiilfil^ 
" ling a duty the mkm t congenial to my feelings. 
" My thoaghts, as yon may see, are presented to 
" yoa in a cmde state: it is by your attention and 
** byyonrmeditatione,dKmldyoo deemthemwor- 
** thy of them, that they are to be matured and 
** quickened into action. Whatever success may 
" attend them, I hope, at least, that you shall do 
^* jnstioe to the fraternal sentiments, which, im- 
** mixed with any other motives, have urged me 
** to exhort and press yon, dear brethren, not to 
** lose me moment in taking our situation into 
** your consideration. 

" 1 have the honour to be most fraternally, 
** Gentlemen and dear brethrra, 
" Your most obedimt 

*' And very humble servanly 
(Signed) ■ . *« BERR-ISAAC^ERR." 

Every one most feel that this letter deaervas to 
be preserved, and to be handed down to posterity. 
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It will be a laiting monument of the good sense of 
tbe bnelites acquainted with their duties, and en- 
lightened as to their true interests. It will prove 
that, at the very epoch when the rights of citizens 
have been conferred on individuals, till then [Hning 
unregarded in an abyss of misfortune, those 
among them who were able to make them ac- 
quainted with all the advantages of their new 
condition, have been eager to instruct them ; and 
it is certainly obvious that these men, well ap-. 
prized of the habits, the mistbrtnnes, and, if yon 
will have it so, the weaknesses of their brethren, 
were befbre-faand certain of the success of their 
observations, since they chose to give tbem so 
great a publicity. 

It would be an absurd thing to suppose that 
M. Berr-Isaac>Berr was writing in 1791, for the 
veiy purpose of anticipating the contrast betiveea 
-the future conduct of the Jews and his sentiments, 
and was thus preparing, beforehand, against his 
brethren a mass of proo6 to convince them of 
want of submission and of a breach of the oath 
they were about to take. 

It is impossible not to own that he published 
this tetter because, like all men well informed 
of the principles of their religion, he was firmly 
and sincerely persuaded that his brethren would 
not turn a deaf ear to the voice of the country, and 
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Id that of honour, but would eageily fulfil aU dit 
duties of their new condition. 

We see therefore, a pnuse-worthy zeal in tins 
condoct of M. Berr-lsaac-Berr, and in that of th» 
other Israelites, who, like him, have enlig^teneid 
their brethren at the epoch of the decree of Sep* 
tember, 1791. • . 

On the other h«nd, the publication of this let> 
ter proves, that there was then a well-grounded 
hope and a moral ceitainty, that all the Israelhet 
would loyally exert themselves to deserve the ^ 
TOUT Gonfeired on them by that law, in fulfilling 
all the oooditiwis which did not militate against 
their vel^iious principles. 

And all this has been confinned by their con- 
duct since 1791. 

In general, the Jews become Fvenchmen haw 
fulfilled their new duties; this is notorious: all 
have beeniaithful to the laws of regenerated Prance; 
all have done their duty as national guards ; all 
have vied with Frenchmen in zeal for the defence 
of the country. Many h;^ve vest^ their fortunes 
in landed property, others in coufmercial esta* 
blishments; some have acquired celebrity in sci- 
ences; some, too, have agquired honour in the 
fields of glory ; and these last are certainly enti- 
tled to some praise for tbeir constancy in overcom- 
ing the disheartening obstacles tlVQ^O io their 
way by ilUbexa^ prejudiees. 
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The cnon of lome Jews (3) hare agg^rated th« 
misfortunes of tl^eir fellowrcitizetis; but the ju»> 
tice of the laws has put a stop to the evil; and, 
what is still better, the source of the nUachief is 
on the point of being closed b j decisions and re* 
gnlaticHis, for which we shall be indebted to the 
great thoughts of our august Emperor. 

I own it ; thus &r tihe i^its of some of our bre- 
thren have afforded pretences to censure ; and in- 
deed there were not wanting men to take bold of 
Ibe subject, in order tq make it the theme pf their 
Reclamations against n4 all in^iscriminatdf . 

In Febroary, 1806, means were sought to plunge 
«s again into misfortune. M. de Bai|ald, more adr 
T«iit^;eously known by other publications, made 
this the subject of bis observations, ^nd I must 
give an account of tliem in this collection. 
' I have pledged myself to disgqise nothing, and I 
dull adhere (o my engagements. It is necessary 
. that onr brethren, that our childrm, shonld be ac- 

' (S) Thii it a hint U the cnonnoat tuorj pi^ctiied kjr tlte Jem, who 
tan been known to Uka five and tiz per cent, p^ moath upoa bill* of 
landholders, the pajmcnt of whicb ynt the more secure, m, b; the 
yratent French kwi, Undad propcrt; ii liable t(i tboM debu, and a man'i 
Mtate majr be told tlicre for the most triTiii debt of that natiin, with 
lot fiMmalitj and delay than would be ncceisaij (o fbreclow a mortgage 
in thu country. The gtU had rnen to luch a height, that nn imperial 
deoee bad suqxmded actioni for debt in dcparincnti where Jewi chief- 
ijteMa, WcthaUMenicreon thi*ntyectia theeotwMof tbi* work. 
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^tnonted with whatever has passed. It is onrdti^ 
to strengthen our political situation hy all the 
means which ctui possibly prevent danj^eroos in- 
firingementH. We must never forget all the pains 
we have eoEperienced before we could be admitted 
citizens of a great state ; we must frequently look 
back; we mast transmit to our children all that 
has been pablished by our enemies, boasting of 
. their seal, with a view to plunge us again into a 
•tate <rf slavciy inimical to prosperity. Our chil- 
dren, Hfce ourselves, will then appreciate more 
justly the advantages of our new condition, and 
all ^e extent of the duty imposed on them, to 
Aew themselves worthy of it. By this they will 
shew our sincere gratitude for the benefits which 
are oAr pride, and at the same time they will 
put a stop to those prgudices, which, grounded 
on the errors of some of us, have uniforiuly gi- 
ven birth to declamations against us all, highly 
detrimental, till now, to our dearest interests. 

1 am then to give an account of M. de Bonald's 
observations ; but 1 must first notice a publication 
of a M. Poujol, entitled, Some Observations con- 
oetumg the Jews m generai, and particularly those 
tjf Aitacc. 

Ulie genera] widi has been that I should give the 
prionty tft this wc«k ni M. Poujol ; and I am the 
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more induced to do it, as he has gone farther than 
any of our enemies. Indeed he has been so fiir led 
ftstray by error, that lie has proposed to deprive us, 
at least for a /iW, of the rights of eitaenshipf He- 
proposes, fX>DflequentIf , the revocation of the de- 
cree of 1791, and would, by an act of the legisla- 
ture, throw ns agun in the forlorn state from 
whence we have been extricated by the first Na- 
tional Assembly, deferring, says he, to restore to us 
the rank of citizens till such time as the measures 
be proposes will have made us more deserving <tf 
it. 

This is plfunly proposing the question, Whether 
the public power should not golKLck to the decree 
of 1791, to rescind and annul it ? 

It is then perfectly right that I should firft exa- 
mine a qu^tioD which, by attacking that decree^ 
undermines the verj' basis of our new condition. 

This inquiry will further the views of M. Poujol^ 
if, as he has said in his preface, he wishes sincerely 
that his ideas should be matured in the contest of a 
sound discussion. 

Certainly this expression itself is not sufficient- 
ly matured; however, 1 understand it. M. Poigol 
begins the discussion. He courts inquiry, to ap- 
pearjust and impartial; he cannot, therefore, taka. 
it amiui, if lus ideas are submitted to a close io- 
vestijjiation. The task of maturing them rested 
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with him ; no one but himself can judge or ap* 
preciate his meaning but bj his expressions: and 
nnce I see mjs^ called "upon to publish a critical 
cxamiimtion, 1 wish, in vaj turn, that M. Poujol 
naj read it with the intendon of benefitting by 
the solutions I give of hu questions, «nd which I 
trust will be found satisfaetory. f 

In a critical discussion, an ftdTersaty must 
expect no favour. 

I cannot pass over eren the epigraph M. Poi^ol 
has affixed to his publication. 

It is a strai^ inconsistency to introduce the 
Idea of all manner of crimes in the title-page of a 
pnblioation, held out as impartial, and whose pre- 
tended um is to bring about, with more certain- 
tjy theha^^nesB of tiioae who are the objects of it. 

In this die heart of M. Poigol is not to blame, 
if, as he says in his prefece, he had no injuries of 
his friends to avenge. 

But what name are we to give to that kind of 
wit, which, affecting atreacherousindidgence, ush- 
ers in his prrotestatioiis by aimouncing that tho 
ful^ect he is going to treat will offer the picture 
of all the crimes which hare ever disgraced num* 
kind? 

If the inquirer cannot impeach the rectitude of 
M- Ponjors intentions, hemay justlyreproachhim 
with a gre^ error of judgment. 
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Again, was he more judicious in the time cho>> 
sen to publish his Observ8tioiis?after the decree ot* 
May 30, 1806, (3) and during thesittingsof theas- 
lembly it had called together? uid at such a mo* 
ineatM.Poujol writes to inquire almt arttheJUte^ 
wajftf to r^o^n tketnanaenand Ihehabitaof the Jem, 
and to iTiduce thtm to adopt those of t/ie natM» to 
vhieh they belong f 

These questions were already decided; tlio 
aetsessary resolutions were adopted; and this 
is proved by the imperial decree of the 30th vt 
May itsdf, and by the beneroleat declarations 
contained in its preamble. 

We had an expren declaration that their eiront 
or ifjfouwillkaee it to, their fauit$, tpnmg from th« 
degrading itaie to which tlieif had been too long redi^ 
eed. 

Another declaration, equally express, states, th^ 
it is not the sovereign*!* intention to maintain 
and to renew thie order of thing*. 

It is then very evident, that M. Poujol has pro- 
poied an useless inquiry. It is evident that hia 
publioation is the produce of error, if not vi ha- 
trad. 



(9) An uiccibiy had been called [ogcther to aniit bf iti ohwnotionv 
ID the cbuice of the meuu trluch ini^li E be succnsfullj anploytid to Jo- 
doce the Jews to fullnw ittf%l frrfcwoiu, «uid to replace, by "o hvnett i>- 
Aubs^ tbow *tMi(fU rcMM-Mi to wUcb ihcj had tM bofi '(*Ar>*<'- 
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Why 4^)69 a diflcomDn on mattni alitad^ 
Iby a flolema imperial decToe? 

M. Poujol ban been unwittin^jr iiitmed by faia 
with of indulging in unavailing dedamationa. 

This of itself would be a sufficient reaacm to i^ 
jact his pamphlet among those pidblicationB which 
are the offspring of errcNr or paasioiit which do not 
aren deserve the attention of the win or the hOM 
nest man. 

But there am, bemdes, qpedal motivM which 
have actuated M.Pougol, and theselmust notice. 

Mark the drift and meaning of his publication; 
he proposes to take fiom us, at lea^/ar mnm Irnir^ 
the benefits resulting firom the decree of 1791. 

And thishepropoitai because, as he saya in the 
OMrsa of bis Observations, we most be made to 
bewhatweought tQ be, before we canbeoooaidered 
as citizens* 

' But, first. Uliy that daring censure on the im- 
perial decree of th^dOth <d May, 1806? 

What, our august Eqiperor, a>iistitufesd the 
guardian of the Fr^ich cons^tution, has declaredl 
4liat If is not kis intefvlkm to mamtfun or fo rentm the 
degrading stitie to which we have been too long ro^' 
^dmeed/ 

And M. Pbujol wants to bring us b^^h to itt 
simply by annulling the decree of 1791 ! 
In opposition to those benevolent an^ prpt^cting 
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1, to which we are indebted for the debtee 
of the dOth of May, 1606, M. Poujol proposes an 
act -pregoant with confuuon and destruction, such 
as the blind policy of former centuries too often 
produced. 

If such an idea does not tell against his heart, if 
it is not the proof of most malignant hatred, it 
^brds, at least, an instance of want of judgment, 
ivhich borders on insanity. 

. IndeedthisideaofM.Poujolissoviciousinerery 
point of view that it cauupt fiiil of meeting witk 
nniTenal reprobation. 

In writing these Obserrations, M. PoiqoI had' 
fergotthen the assertion he makes in his preface. 

He sajB there, th<U the /ocM and abgerudtiont he 
M goit^ to preface can and wiut be applicabie to thf 
German Jews oniy, and not (o the fortttguete JvMt\ 
toho/itrm a different tect. 

■ How baa it happened, then, that the qaewureslie 
proposes should be levelled indiscriminately, at all 
the Jews who are beconte French cifiz«ns^ M. 
PoiQol has tbqs given an instance of inccmsisten- 
ey ; his warmth qr bis hatred have carried hiqi be- 
yondthe bounds he hin^lf had fixed. ' 

Whydid he announce that his Observations were 
applicable to German Jews only, if his intention 
was to attack all those who have been made Fifench 
eitizensi 
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Or, if he really intended to Ktand forth ajunst 
the Gmnan Jews only, why pass over the exceptioS 
)ie had made faimielf in fammi of the POTtnguese 
Jews? 

- I thonld ask also, why M. Potqol, in acknow- 
ledging that he diould except the Portogoese, hat 
foi^ttbe AvignoneM Jews ? 

He must know, or assuredly he can leitni, that 
when the first Natiimal Auembly took into its ocm^ 
lideration the utuation of the Jews in France, its 
decrees expresdy mentioned Portugueae^ Spanukt 
and Avigntmese Jews, the Jew* of AUace, and of Uu 
other provinces {4). He toay learn, that this «s^ 
sembly having made no distinction, all the Jews 
leadii^ in France, from whatever country tbej 
came, eiyoy the rights of French citizens. i 

Why then except the Portuguese Jews only, from 
a measure apparently levelled against the German 
Jews only? 

And lastly. Why, aecoiding to M. Poigorsideas^ 
why, I say, include in a kind of general octraeism 
«ten tbcMie among the Portuguese, Spanish, Avig- 
ntmese, or German Jews, who, previous to the year 
1769, tiad obtained letters of naturalization ? had 
Required landed property m commercial estabUsh- 
pimti, which they securely eqjoyed, and bads 
night to ei)ioy as French citizens? 

^ <4) DtCMHtf IktaWiarjtamnnwao'UliiyAft^lTffc 
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Tw it w iMwrioiu, that, b^des the Jews of 
Bonidwux and of Mcts, who bad collectively ob« 
tained that privil^e hy letten patent, many i&di* 
Tiduals had obtained letters of naturalization. 
M. Foi\|ol ma^ also net aasnrcd, and it is May to 
prtfTA, that AvigDonew Jtn>r» had also been natu* 
Talizedas Frepcbmen, and on the strength of that 
Iherf bad acquired landed property, which was 
indeed almost tbeir whole fbitnne. 

What would become of them? How should 
titey imnk in society, they or their descendants, i( 
MoMding to M. Pot\jol's ideas, all Jews should loea 
tbeir rights of naturaliutioii ? 

The decree of the ^ of January, which declares 
Aat they ^all eigoy the righla of active citizentf 
should then be annulled likewise. 

And this would produce a fresh degree of con- 



We must be astonished, from every circum- 
Vtance» thatM. Poi^l, who has proved himself an 
»ble writer, should not have perceived that his plaa 
and his ideas are in open contradiction with idl thff 
|)riociples of public order and of private interest. 

How could it have escaped him, that the reso- 
Itttions of the imperial decree of the 30th of May* 
lS06,.witbout altering the Inws of 1700 and 1791* 
contains all the rales of our future conduct, and 
all tl(& m^ans wl^h an enUg^ened benevolence 
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could suggest to conciliate all clashing iatemts^ 
and to make all the Israelites, even those who wero 
guilty of the faults laid to their charge, worthy of 
their new condition^ 

Instead of a distinction, which a partial measun 
would have rendered necessary, in order to except 
those Jews residing in France who have proved 
worthy of the benefits of the law, the decree of 
the 30th of May g^unds its wise resolutions on 
the general basis fixed in 1791$ and this is certainly 
a grand and glorious thought of a protecting ge- 
nius. 

Again.— Instead fif proposing inquisitorial mea« 
sures, by which every Israelite residing in France 
would have been, in a maniier^ brought to account 
for his conduct, government has included them all 
in its thoughts, has selected the good to bring back 
the weak to their duty, and to cneate, with salutaiy 
ibiesight, the means of preventing future evils. 

M. Poujol has miscpnceivisd every tiding; the 
pen should have dropped froiii his hand, or, better 
stilly he should not have tak^qi it pp, since he de- 
clares that he has been stny^k by the sublime wifrr 

dom of the measunes prescribed by the impe|ria( 

decree of the 30th of May, 1806. 

M. Poiyolought to have perceivied also that the 

kind pf measures prescribed in this decree, indica<! 

ted that the views of His Imperial Majesty wer9 
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directed 'totrards llie attainment of adrantages 
which will be an eternal source of glory and of 
pro^ritf for the whole empire. 

Is it by rigorous measures that moral improve- 
ments are to be effected^ That men debarred from 
civil rifi^ts by ancient prejudices are to be restoi 
red to society? That they are to be rendered sub- 
servient to the interests of arts and of commerce 
for which they are so eminently qualified by their 
industry and by their economy ? 

And why make use of compulrion, when reason 
and persuasion may, with more certainty and more 
glory, produce all the wished for advant^^es? 

What then must be the present thoughts of M. 
Poqjol? now that tljis first examinationof his pub- 
lication must have exposed its glaring errors even 
to himself? especially now, that our august Empe- 
ror has (miiouncedi by areceut resolution, that this 
benevolence calls on all Israelites scattered on the 
fiice of the globe, to pave the way for institu- 
f ions conceived in his sublime wisdom } 

The measures proposed by M. Poujol would 
. have prevented any good effects ; they would have 
Tendeped succ^ impossible. A great Emperor, by 
his justice, by his nisdom, and by the sublimity 
of bis views, has created means which will be 
crowned witli. such successes as to astonish tfaa 
«9rid. 
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Th^ great work will be dcoompliflhed. Fraaoe 
will become the common comttry of all Israelites, 
capable of fulfilling all the moral daties of maa. 
A combiimtkm of knowledge will produce incal- 
culable advantages ; their blessings, asoendmg to 
the God of their fathers, will be the solemn pled- 
ges of their gratitude. 

And when we should give ourselves up entirely 
to the contemplation of those exalted ideas, M. 
Poujol presumes to mislead the judgment a( his 
veadens, by saying that His Imperial Majesty has 
conceived the idea of doing wliat the greatest sov^ 
reigfu had vainly attempted to do informer centfiries. 

it is not proved that the idea of giving the Jews 
all the rights c£ citizens useful to society, has evet 
been entertained. 

Oppressive means have always been unjustly re^ 
sorted to and renewed against them ; they have al- 
ways been punished with excessiveseverity, periiaps 
for crimes almost justiiiable by the injustice to 
which they have been subjected. 

And was it even true, that other sovereigns had 
ever entertained the idea of giving the Jews an 
acknowledged rank in the state, still it is beyond a 
doubt that excessive prejudices have been pro* 
dlietive of great evil, by constantly preventtng 
so generous an idea from being carried into execu* 

g2 
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SHI), in tliis point of view, the whole merit is to 
be scAely attributed to the measures of the decree 
of the 30th of May, and of that now preparing,' 
which will combine whatever instmction and the 
love of duty can suggest, to assuage, on the one-, 
hand, the religious apprehensions of the Israelites, 
and to conquer, on the other, those prejudices 
which have too long raised enemies against them. 

M. PoHJol has fiUed three chapters of his publi- 
cation with common place sufarjects often treated 
befon*, and now unwittii^ly or maliciously repro- 
duced. One is an expontion •f/aeti, explanatory' 
iff the laws concerning the Jewa; the other, a view of 
the measures adopted againtl them insevemlcountriesy 
and particularly in France and in Alsace; the thivd 
is a fiuthful account of the manners end preae»$ 
babits of the Jews in general, andpariicttlarfy of the 
Jews of Alsace. Every thing that f»uld be said on 
this head will be tbund in the Moniteur of the 35d» 
of July, 1806 : M. Ponjol knew it, since he nottces 
it in his preface. 

Why then bring back to our minds the recollec- 
tion €£ subjects which, to the wise and impartial 
man, present only scenes of misfortune ? 

llie remembrance of these things was perfectly 
iiesh; they were recorded in our histories; and, 
more than once, even in courts of justice, zealous 
. advocates ha^ e been heard attempting to over- 
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power the JewB against whom th^ were Tetaiaed 
by the recital a{ all the imputatioiu lud to the 
chai^ of their fetbers. 

But must the past errors, or, as tbey ant called, the 
past crimes of some, be fin- ever the pretence en- the 
ground of theO[^res8ion and mialbrtune of all? 
■ In 1790and]791 eveiy thing relating to us was 
perfectly known. In the very r^iort which waa 
read attbe tribune of the' first National Assemibly, 
the committee intrusted with the inquiiy di^nised 
notlung, nather of the Acts recorded in histoty,' 
■or of the numerous consequences which writen 
have thought tfaemselTes warranted to draw from 
^em. * 

But this inquiry put a stop to all oppoaitimi : it 
was acknowledged that, by ^ving the Jews a coun- 
try and die rights of citizens, it would be laying) 
thebasis of theirtuture happiness, and of all those 
advant^;es which might be expected from their 
nndence in France. 

And since, to sum up all, onr august Emperor 
had formed the same opinion, why seek for pretexts 
of hatred and prejudice which an enlightened 
benevolence has determined to bury in oblivifm ? 
Would the Israelites be allowed to avail tfaemselvea 
now of the loyalty, of the fidelity, of tbe stupen- 
dous works oi their fothers, previous to tboae 
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cspocAas where eratunenced that long tnin of mis- 
fi»tuiies which are now cited i^inst them ? 

This, however, would be esgaging in the contro- 
Tersy with equal weapcms. 

But it is agreed, and it is consonant to sound 
reason, that no mea whatever are to be governed 
according to the prgudices which may result from 
the conduct, the virtues, or the crimes of their an- 
cestors. 

Whenever men can be useful, can serve a coun- 
try, and increase its means of prosperity, they 
have a right to the benevolence o£ tlieir fellow 
men ; they may expect from their wisdom all the 
encouragements necessary to produce the good 
they are capable of effecting. 

And what influence can those results have on the 
exposition which composes the fourth cliapter of 
M. Poujol's Observations : What is the use which 
the Jews have made since 1791 of the protection 
granted to thetn hy the laws^ and of the riglUs of ci* 
pzens whichit has conferred on them? 

According to right, the faults or the misdemea- 
nours of some Israelites cannot be imputable lo alL 

By the same rule, if some of them have been 
guilty of actions which the decree of the 30tb 
of May,, 1806, deiiominates^Aaiit^ii/refOttrces, how 
many others have shewn talents and virtues which 
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hare rendered them celdnvted* lod admued tfa* 
age they live in ? 

Among tbem mnj be enumerated enligjiteaed 
Bdministraton; aowng theih any be entitnerated 
men gloning with zeal, which tbey hare proved 
by their services in the French armies; among 
them may be enumerated merchants highly valiied 
fa their commnnity, and inall cMdmereial towns. 

According to tiie views of govemnmit, meamrei 
prepared with wisdom and foresight, writii^ 
which will disseminate iDStruction, will {Hiercnt 
ihe return of the talked of evils. 

And most certainly it is wiser to forgive a few 
misguided men, than to seek in their faults a pr^ 
tence to punish those who have always fulfilled 
their duties. 

That is by tar the snrer way to obtain lliose ad- 
vantages which may be expected frewn the great 
views of a sovereign, who in this, as in every thing 
die, will beheld as a model to fVitnre centories. 

M. Poujol has been guilty of a very titrange er- 
■or when be affirms, in his Observations, that tto 
meatnret can he taken to correct the matmers and Me 
habU$ of the Jews, without taking from them the 
tights of citizens^ 

To make any cIjws of men better, why sbonld it 
lie neoenary to go b«ck to the social contract, tq 
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rescind and annul it as far as it concenu them, and 
to begin bj throwing them back in a forlorn state 
of politif^ nullity? 

Can the coantiy find no other means to bring 
her childroi back to habits of virtue, that she 
should resort to the violent measures of excluidon' 
and ostracism against those she wants to improve ? 

Again, how will M. Poujol reconcile liis ideas 
with the basis laid bj the constitutions of the em- 
pire, and especially that of the year 8? Are the 
feultSf the usuries, of those Israelites who liave 
neglected their duties, among those ei-ils which car- 
ry with Uiem the forfeiture or even the suspennon 
of the rights of French citizens? 

M. Poiyol will not presume to say so ; he must 
be convinced, then, that the measure he proposes 
would go beyond the limits fixed by the fourth 
and BfUi articles of the coostitutjoq of the ^^-ear 8 : 
and that the act, which should thus df^rirc of their 
rights even those Israelites wlw have acted wrong, 
would be in itself an unconstitutional measure. 

And what character would it assume towardK 
those whom he acknowledgefi to be f)-ee from tlie 
blame he imputes to others ? 

M. Poujol must wonder himself at having ever 
conceived the horrid idea of inflicting so terrible a 
punishment 09 citizeiv whom he pronounces 
blameless. 
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What assnranoc; too, to iiinnnvte.llLat it is im> 
possible to meod the uhmbIs of the Jews, or to 
make us6ofmeatttrtgnatgeMraly9gidBxt thoffiwith- 
out fUprioimg them *f ikerigkt* o^^ cUtzentl 

Indeed M. PoiqoI himself baq taken care to 
prove bis own error; for he sajB,,a£Bw pages lower 
down, that the fint Nationai Attembfy, ingiumgth* 
Jews their Ubertyy seemed di^poeedt» adopt towarda 
them meatures ealeuiated to reform their tnamnera tuid 
their habite. 

Taking this wish and ihis resolution fbrgranted, 
it follows that even then the granting of the^rights 
of citizens was not considered as an obstacle to sa- 
lutary reforms. 

How could M. Poujol form a difierokt idea? 

How could he take uq>on himself to {Miblidi an 
error now demonstiated more cleanly than eror hy 
the decree of the 30th of.May, 1806. and by the 
mcceedingaots? 

It is acknowledged, it is settled, that the bene. 
Tolent» of govMimMint will bring back misled 
citizens to the observance of their duties, in whidi 
they wiU find their greatest happiness. 

It is a kind of madness in a man to raise his 
voice in oj^Kwition, and vainly to ceosuie the a<^ 
of the first National Assembly, and those of a so- 
vereiguwlKS&ithfnl to bis corooatioiMHUh, main- 
tains ihe bases fixed byourcoiistitutiQq»lacts,ai)d 
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magnaniinoiisly falffls liisdutiesbygiYingstrength 
and efficaej to their diqMmtions. 

But, on the other hand, let ns see what are, accor- 
ding to M. Poujol, the obstacles to our reibrma* 
tkm, which might result from the righto of citizens? 

The Jews require, he 'says, particular measures 
which are ineansisieni wUh the tiile^ the quality^ and 
the prerogatives of citizens. 

Then he adds, legislative measures are general; 
no particular ones can be adopted against this or that 
class of citizens. 

It is necessarj^ then to exclude the Jews from the 
rights of citizens^ in order to submit them to particu" 
lar regulations^ to a kind of inquisitorial police^ and 
to more severcpemUties^ 

Mere 80|rfiisni, which most certainly proceeds 
from blindness, firnn hatred, or from the fSuicies* 
of a delirions imagination. 

What else is this new principle, which goes to 
prevent, in civil legislation, all recourse to mea- 
sures required by the paramount consideration of 
public welfiire? 

In the jfirst ages of the ancient monarchy, were 
not the Roman laws adopted in France, while se- 
eral tribes which had obtained leave to settle in 
the conntiy continued to follow their own. 

In the centuries which followed, down to 1790, 
did we not remark in the civil code, ^lecial laws 
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lMtwe«ti the lonb and tfaar taanh, and otiien 
which made unlawful for som^claases of dtizem 
what they alknred to othen > 

Are not instancM of laws infecting only some 
particular individuals to be found even in the pie- 
aent civil code ? 

Tbeie is, thai, neither oontradiotioA not^ineon- 
sistencj when the civil law annexes to itt 'tfispori- 
tions of general interest particular exceptions 
which the situation of individuals renders neces- 
sary. 

Will M. Poi^irf, speaking as a rash refonneT> 
pretend that no Frenchman ^ould be bound by 
laws not genial, without being prerrionsly degrad- 
ed l^ the forfature of his rights of citizen ? 

He presuDMs to say that the French govmiment 
will do a great deal for the Jews by giving back 
to those who may appear to deserve it those ri^ts 
which he wishes to see taken from them. 

But has he calculated the extent of the calami- 
ties which would befol even those he acknowledges 
as blameless from the harsh nteasure b« proposes 
against all? 

Indeed M. Pot^I tsmuch to bepitied,if he does 
not consider himself bound to renounce publicly 
the errors and the iqjustices he has so plentifiilly 
intiodnoed in his publication. 

It is certainly the duty ofgoTemment to see that 
u3 
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justiceis done to debtors who complain <tf usury 
and extortion. 

But it is KquaQj (Certain that courts of justice 
can pronounce only according to the rules laid 
down by the lam's. 

M'hy then propose, in this publication, to annul 
writt^i^greementfifieely entered into by the con- 
tracting j>arties ? 

AVhy bring toour recollection ^e ruinous epochs 
of the suppressionand abolition of debts — measures, 
which to prevent the success of some partial in- 
justices, aimed a deadly blow to all rights of pro- 
perty, always entitled to the protection of the law ? 

M. Poi^jol has proposed a more uMfiil idea, an 
idea more consonant to the magnanimous views of 
government, when be has observed that a kind of 
special, jury might with propriety settle all differ- 
ences between debtors and creditors. 

But why did he propose the unconstitutional 
measure of formingajnryof deputies, who, in the 
l^islative body, represent the departments by 
which they have been returned ? 

Legislators can, in no case, receive from the so- 
vereign thecommissionofdistributing ju8tice,asit 
is one of his prerogatives. 

Other men, worthy of his confidence, will then be 
called upon, to form a special jury, whose equita- 
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hU Twdict will tenoiiiate suits which hare alreaidy 
hstod too long. 

' The appeal proposed bjr M. Pbujol is the last of 
iiiseiTOffs, 

A trial by jury does not admit of this mode of 
prooeeding. Our laws have wisely ordered that, in 
the ordinary coune of justice, each suit should 
bear the test of two judgments. 

But trials by qiecial jury are, from their very na- 
ture, excepted firom this rule* Decisicms essen* 
tially grounded on the knowledge of &cts,anddic- 
tated by an impartial view to general interest, ad* 
mit of no revisions; they may be useful in ordinary 
^»ses, whero all the rules of actions have been pre- 
viously laid down by the law, but in special cases 
they would supersede all motives arising from cir^ 
eumstantial eWdence, to make room for general 
opinions, less iqiplicable to them, and defeating the 
true purposes of essential justiect 

M. Poujol has not said, what, however, is very 
true, that his special jury would have all the cha- 
racteristic of a special commission, named by the 
sovereign todistribute justice in his name. 

But at aU times and in every circumstance, the 
unlimited power of putting a stop to law proceed- 
ings has justified all the measures takeQ to fulfil 
that intention of the sovereign. 
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Thus special criminal courts liavr been iustitn- 
ted for forgery aiid for criaies daily renewed b/ 
a set of desperate and bardened ruffians (5). 

Thus, to put a Htop to the depredations oommit* 
ted in our forests, the court des eaux et fertUt (6) 
has been empowered to pass judgment wheaerer 
the accu^ has been taken in the foct, or whea 
one of the rangers should become an accorapUor 
for the purpose of turning evidence. 

In the case before us, debtors, receiring jrom 
their sovereign a solemn pledge of hie protectioD, 
wjU see inth y^mmn tbor interests placed is the 
hands of men deemMl worthy of his eonfidence. 

In diis case too, the Jews, who are creditors, will 
see in the joiy who a)w to decideon their demands, 
judges invested with a special authori^, similar to 
that which their first lawgiver, in his wisdom, gave 
to those wnong their fothers, whom he appointed 
to stand at the gates of cities, to settle ^\ differ- 
ances with justice and promptitude, 

(S) Wt beiicTc this allndei to the fcnuius t/tatiffeun, • gangnhicli Imd 
nioificuioiu over the nbole couonj, uid keco[nplicc<i in men high in 
office: ihejmre guilty of the matt MonnouiMrDciues, and gnt their 
name from iheir practice of axposine (heir victim* to kritgii^ fire after 
h ivlnji! rnbbed them with greaH^ in order to make tliem discover where 
tlicir raonej or other property waihid. 

(C) A 8pi'ci»ltrihaDaI,i«iiirlit!i!ie! cognisance of lrc»paves in fbre;!:^ 
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I would also remarkyif itoome to mypotnt, tlial 
the Emperor Theodosius, wishing to do strict jtts- 
tice to the Jews, thoaght that the best way was to 
pve them particalar judges, especially bound i« 
decide aocordiag to the maxinn of social interest, 
always paraoMunt to every other consideration (7). 

If this me m orable example jostifies the idea of 
forming a special tribunal to pronounce defini- 
tiTcly on the n^erits of'- judgments, whose execution 
has been nispended by the decree of the 30th of 
Mar, it erinces at the same time the monstrous 
thought of giying a power of this kind to le^sla- 
ton actually in the exercise of their funiTtions. 

But 1 have said a greict deal, and I have certain- 
lydwelt lotigenough on M. Pot^oFs publication. 

Let us Vittn him to calculate and anticipate, in 
his owif way, the measures our august Emperor 
will adopt, to effect the grand regeneration he has 
in view. 

Let us leave him in the full enjoyment of his 
researches, on the sevend osefttl alteratiiHts which 
. may be effected in the rules of conduct which tiw 
Israelites have received from their doctors, without 
at the same time encroaching on their religioas 
principles. 

But let M. Poujol be persuaded, that, after all, 
mcceK-will crown whatever salutary reibnns His 

^) TlwodiMiait Cod«, toL viiL p. t37. 
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Imperial and Royal Miyesty shall, in his wisdom, 
think fit to eifectuate. 

Let him know, that in the fifteenth centuij, 
Abarbanel , one of the most esteemed writeiv among 
' the Israelitish doctors, was known by a very learn- 
ed dissertation on the Bible ; and that, in tbis pro- 
duction, to which he owes, in great measure^ his 
celebrity, he establishes ajudicions distinction be- 
tween things essentially connected with religions 
dogmas, and those, which have reference only to 
points of civil morals, which last are always sus- 
ceptible of changes and modifications, according 
to the civil and political state of those whose hap« 
piness they have in view. 

Let us once more tell M. Poi^ol, an^. all those 
who, like him, are liable to lugust pngudices, that 
the true principles laid down by Abarbanel had 
been alrr-ady proclaimed in the twelfth century by 
Maimonides, one of the greatest Rabbies that the 
Israelites ever had. It has been said of him, that' 
his philosophical views excited, at first, a violent 
indignation among all those Hebrews who had 
thought, till then, that every article of the law of 
their fathers bore the stamp of a dogma, and, of 
course, that every attem])t to alter them was sacri- 
legious. But the temperate philosophy of Mai- 
inonides soon became a source of light and instruc- 
tion. There remained but few Israelites who were 
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oot ooDvinced by Iub argnmentg ; and those whom 
pngudice kept longer in error, were at last per- 
niadeii by the observalions and proo& which the 
talents of Abarbanel presented in a point of view 
the best calculated to ensure conviction. 

Thia first dawnof a new day had certainly beea 
observed, when in 1783, the Academy of Metz 
(NCOposed to examine if means conld be found Ut 
utake ike Jefot happier and more utefulto France? 

It was also acknowledged then, that, even with- 
out waiting for a change in their political state, it 
was possible to give them a milder system of mo- 
jrals, and habits more consonant to the interests of 
those nations by whom they were received and tole- 
nted. 

The question occasioned deep researches and 
{iToibnndxeasoning; the prize was adjudged to one 
<rf those men, who, by their talents and tbeirsub- 
lime views, have given the grand impulse to French 
ii^pmieration. M.Gregoire, now a senator, proved 
at the sa]ne.time, that neither the religion of the 
Jews, nor their ntode uf wwBhip, were obstacles to 
iheir being made better men, and that their syst^n 
of morality, brou^t back to its genuine princi- 
ples, would make them happier and more useful. 

]p 1790 and 1701, men xealous for the public 
irdftre co-produced these truths already aduMir- 
ledged. No me has forgot the q>eecfaes of the 
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Gregoires, the Lally Tolendals, the Bergasses, the 
Deseies ; their cheering assertions sprung from r 
consciousness of the advantages which a mild phi- 
losophy would produce, and all hearts were opened 
to those sentiments of bepevolence, to which we 
were at last indebted forthe salutaiy decree which 
gkve us a country. 

It was with wonder that in Februarf, 1806, we 
saw M. de Bonald betray a weakness in blaming 
whathad passed, and a want of candour by repro- 
ducing ancient charges which hatred had heaped 
.against us. 

His observations found a place in the Mereure, 
and there M. de Bonald wondered at the senti- 
ments we had inspired. He went so &r as to 
blame what had been done in 17S3, and to con-' 
demn the fiivour we had received from the first 
National Assembly. The better to prejudice peo- 
ple's minds against the possibility of our ever be- 
coming better, he wanted to persuade that no one 
had ever entertained the ideaof effecting such apur- 
pose. The object in viete, says he, was vmch rather 
to improvi the political condition of the Jews^ than 
to change their natural ttate, or to make the indivi- 
duaU t/unuetve9 better. 

But how could it ever happen thai M. de Bo- 
nald should publish such declamations, whose 
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ounifest ernH¥ cannot bat betray in faim a great 
want of the principles of juitice? 

He has, first, been guilty of an erroneous pre* 
tention, by attempting to mislead the public as to 
the object and the true state of the question pro- 
posed in 1783 by the Academy of Metz. 

Tlie question did not go to examine into the po- 
litical condition of the Jevre; the Academy pointed 
out, as the only objet^ of the researches, the mean* 
q£ giving them a milder system of morality, and 
habits more congenial to those of all Frenchmen, 
And if, in the various means proposed, and in line 
proo& adduced to support than, it has been said 
that the Jeirs, once raised to the rank of citizens, 
woold be the better disposed to receive benevolent 
instructions, this idea was, shortly after, sane* 
tbnedby the legislative decree of September, 1791. 

M. deBonald, in the second place, has been guil-. 
ty of presumption in attempting to attadL the d&< 
cree whilst raised us to the rank of French intizen*. 

Doubts and <^)position might have appeared 
oseful when the question was first proposed for dtSi 
cussion by the Academy at Metz, 

The examination once closed, and its results, 

whatever they might have been, once sanctioned b]^ 

the decree of 1791, it was the duty of M. De Bo^ 

iMtld, in common with all fab fellow-citizens, to aa^ 

13 
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kiMfWledge litAt a raperior wisdom had a1read}r pla- 
ced us in a way of being more happy And more 
useful; and also that we had been judged by it 
capable of proving worthy of bo great a favour. 

In the third place, M. de Bonald has been guil- 
ty of the grossest calumnies in his assertions 
i^ainst us. 

As late as the year 1767, the answer to the urtf 
just pretentkms of the body of Merchants, wfalf 
widied to see ns excluded firom the privilegftf 
granted, at that epocha, to that class q( men, had 
Iblly demonstrated, by anomber of proofe, that nei- 
ther OUT religion, nor our mode <^ worAip, could 
fiinush grounds to perpetuate the abject state of 
degradation, which was the immediate eanseof 
the ill-conduct alleged against &onie.of us. 

The inhiretance which our lawgiver had expect- 
ed tu toretain, essentially constituted u'a a nation 
f|f husbandmen. By ourdispersion we were reduced 
to whatever nnneable property we could save from 
the wreck, and of course, compelled by necesBity,to 
have recourse to commerce as the only means left 
to maintain our existence ; and in these pursuits 
we reaped the greatest advantages from our econo- 
my, which insured and furthered theprogress of Our 
hidastr}'-. From our ex]ierience in trade the great- 
est success was expected ; it then became the du- 
ty of government to increase the range of our acti- 



ffty, w^ it wM att ndwMiimt liig^ 
(sSity in attv eomiMrcial ywroit<, 

And an fliin u nrr fir hir frwrnt in rlii iimgiiH— 
presented itt 1788 to the ilbMdaiiy of Mite. 

AH this WM flCvef^ftlMKd by tke m«dKnritjr df 
ilielMHieTolettt4B^vwaf lim, flndlDiy tba mwtin. 
cmitMt«rtibte demo o ft g atioi i s, whidi hmmcaammt 
•ed er^Tf mind cwpable «f ftrnnig a aoitad jidgi* 
mf&mtr tbat«BrbdkidrndoQf dogniflidbMtai^ 
Mto i^;aHi0| my iafmf0m&mt in moiali cr ift <ir 
irilization which may be deemed necessaiytomalfit 
n»d«iMni worthy c^ dMcewrtryf andto^lifua 
jBMt siicceai trhicb nwtt <»Bt nbul ff to Hmjfmmpth 
fity- 

M^ MfMit Painado, af Bomdeaip:, poblnbid ntt 
answer to M* de Bonald's philipinc; it wai 
ibongf m pfooft, aaal hag nMTt witb no leply. 

In short M. i4a Bonald mi^ hare bam can* 
finead by pvoofii of another kind befinoa ha nU 
tempted to write. 

Thaseproo^ were tq bafi>irid, in gmit nnaaber» 
|n tfiaa b eaf valious which M^Gn^poife^aenatory had 
jiKt pubUdied ; and m docunmorta (pi IdOO and 
180| ; by whioh it appaatadt that ^progfass cjC 
iaatractkm had aheady prodnoad among' the laf 
raditaa the qpontaneoqa veMdotion of dmwiog % 
Uaoifinty in the book of their Uw, between dmaa 
^institntio^B whiah itiats tn theif baba^ and thoaa 
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idiich amply tnforce rules of conduct suitable to 
their then politcal situation ; and secondly, in the 
^orks of their doctors, between those interpreta- 
tions connected with dogmas and thfe mode of 
wonhip, to which they will always bow n-ith feith 
and submission, and those which, guided by sound 
reaaon, have car^ully selected such articles in the 
book <tf the law and in the writings of the doctors, 
asani nuceptible of the alterations which a change 
in the poUticaland eivil situation always rendeis 
requisite. 

In IBOO a society a{ Dutch Jews had published 
duir resolution to acknowledge only the pure and 
genuine law of Moses, and to reject all those iasti> 
tntions which, till then, had been c^SitA Talmudic 
tatBt. 

This society had numerous Ibllqwers. In 1801 
a plan was proposed to assemble at LuneviUe a ge- 
neral congress of the representatives of all the Jew« 
toittered in the dilftrent countries of £nrope. 

The object of this assembly was known; the 
•trength and the authority of the proois already 
adduced left no doubt but, by general resolutipn, 
the prgudices and practices of a baneful frnatii 
cism should be entirely laid aside, to make room, 
in whatever was not connected witli dogmas and 
modes of worship, for institutions calculated for 
men in a state of civiUzation, and vrbp already 
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faaTe,orftre anxioiu to hare, a conn^ and MMhT' 
citizens. 

It was highly important to collect all the pxooA 
which were likely to infuse the wished for sikccib; 
it was necessary to convince all sovereigns that it 
was incumbent on their justice to follow tiieax* 
ample which Fiance bad given in 1701; it wB 
necesmy to prove that the ill conduct of sMBt 
Jews proceeded from the mifiivourable opinion b^ 
whidi they were degraded, and from those acts of 
oppression, frequently renewed with additional 
cradty, by which the whole nation was held op t« 
public contempt, and experienced the torment of 
a kind of slavery, the bane of every generous sent- 
timent. 

A work, entitled An Appeal to tkeJiutiee ^ 
Kingt and Nation*, written and published at 
Stra^nrgh in 1801, pointed, at the same time, the 
steps which the congress was to take to accelerate 
the moral regeneration of the Jews, and the proofii 
friiich, by removing prejudices long prevailing in 
Europe, and perpetuated sometimes by blind li»- 
tted, and aometimcB by lawless cupidity, clearly 
Aewed to all powers, that it was equally their do- 
ty and their interest to give all the Jews residii^ 
in thrir territories the rank and rights of citicqDi, 
as a means to mduce them to devota tbeiuelTea t» 
tfct wnrke trf" the ooantry. , „ ' 
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nebopeiif success wasi^ouoded, in « great 
meiisure, on the example ^ven by Fiance; thtf 
wu /nrtiier strengthened by historical truths, 
wiiich, irrrtnoing a £iitlifiil picture of all the :hor- 
<Dn-of intolerance, solioited, in the name of a 
4iiad ^ peace, those sentiments of benevolence 
rad of love which men ought to have for each 
tither, wbsterermay be the principles of thcar re- 
ligious belief. 

h is a dnt J 1 owe to onr brethren of all coun- 
tries, to preierrc, in « collection of general inte- 
vnt'lUie fehis, the remeinbtance of truths, which, 
^ter having promoted the retam of happiness and 
■benevolence to France, cannot feilof bringing the 
whole earth under the guidance of that justice, 
which the wisdom of the Creator has made the 
■common dnty of all men. 

" Soon after theestablishmentof Christianity,'* 
<«^rsthi> writer, " the Jewish nation, dispersed 
-** since the second. destruction of its temple, had ' 
"*' totally disappeared. By the light of the flames 
-** which devoured the monuments of its ancient 
*' splendour, the conquerors beheld a million of 
■** Tictims dead or expiring on their ruins. Tlie 
**-hatred of the enonies of that unfortunate na- 
** tion raged longer than the fire which had con- 
•** snmed its temple ;' active and relentless, it still 
*pannMS and oppresses them in every part of the 
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' l^beorer which tbey are scatt««d. Their per- 
' secutors delight in their torments too much to 
' seal their doom by a general decree of proscrip- 
'* tion, which would at onr« pot an end to their 
' buithensomeand painfidexistence. Itseems as if 
'' they were allowed to survive the destruction of 
" their country, only to see the most odious and 
" calunmious imputations laid to their charge, to 
" stand ait the constant object of the ^vssest and 
" most shocking injuBtice.as a mark for the iusult- 
" ing finger of scorn, as a sport tothe mostinvete- 
'^ rate hatred; it seems as if their doom was inces- 
'* santly to suit all the dark and bloody purposes 
" which can be suggested by human malignity, 
" supported by ignorance and fiinaticism. 

" Weighed down by taxes, and forced to contri- 
*^ bate more than Christians for the support oiso- 
*"■ ciety, they had hardly any of the rights which it 
*' gives. If a destructive scoui^ happened 'to 
" ^read havock among the inhabitants of a conn- 
** try, the Jen's had poisoned the springs, or those 
** men, cursed by Heaven, had, nevertheless, in- 
" censed it, by their prayers, ^;ainst the nation 
*' ^My were supposed to hate. Did sovereigns 
** want pecuniary assistance to carry on their 
'* wan? ' The Jews were compelled to give up 
" those ridies in which they sought some consola- 
'^'tion against the oppressing sense of their abject 
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'* condition: as a reward for tlieir sacrifices, th«/ 
" were expelled' from the stale they had support- 
" ed, and tbej were afterwards recalled to be 
" stript again. Compelled to wewr exteriorly the 
" badges of their abject state, they were, every 
" where, exposed to the insults of the vilest popu-' 
" lace. When fit>m his solitary retreat an enthn- 
" siastic hermit preached the crusades to the na- 
" tions of Europe, and a part of its inhabitants 
" left their country to moisten with their blood 
" the plains of Palestine, the knell of promiscuous 
' " massacre tolled before the alarm-bell of war. 
'* Millions of Jews were then murdered to glut the 
" pious rage of the crusaders. It was by tearing 
" the entrails of their brethren that these warriors . 
" sought to deserve the protection of Heaven. 
" Skulls of men and bleeding hearts were offered as 
" holocausts on the altars of that God who has no 
" pleasure even in theblood of the innocent lamb, 
** and ministers of peace were thrown into a holy 
" enthusiasm by these bloody sacrifices. It is thus 
" that Basil, Treves, Coblentz, and Cologo, be- 
" came human shambles. It is thus that upwards 
" of four hundred thousand victinis, of all ages, 
" and of both sexes, lost their lives at Cesarea and 
*' Alexandria. The recollection of these horrors 
" draws tears of blood from my eyes, and I cannot 
" help blushing ibr the whole race of mankind. 
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"* And is it after thej hare experienced such treat- 
** meat that they are reproached with thar vices? 
" Is it after being for eighteen centaries the sport 
" of contempt, that they are reimiached with be- 
** ing no longer alire to it? Is it after having so 
** often glutted with their blood the thirst of their 
** persecutors, that they are held out as enemies to 
" other nations ? Is it, when they hare been be- 
" reft of all means to mollify the beaits of their 
'* tynuits, that indignation is roused if, now and 
f' then, they cast a monmftil look towards the m- 
•' ins of theirtemple, towards theircountry, where, 
" fwmerly, happiness crowned their peaceful days, 
** ft«e ftY>m the cares of ambition and of riches? 
" Is it when the career of arts and of industry hu 
" been completely shut against them^ that the 
" Jewish nation is represented as a lazy, indolent, 
** useless race, a burthen to the country which 
** supports them ? Bat whither am I going? Our 
* * persecutors would have us to kiss onr fetters, and 
" bug to our hearts the mnrderera of our brethren, 
** in return for the inveteracy which they manifest 
" agaiwit us every whne but in France. The 
" stightest eicpression of grief wrung from us, 
" marks us a ferocious people, lliey wish to take 
" from us even the last distant hope of future hnp- 
" piness, to seize whatever belongs to us most 1^- 
" timately, and that, like senseless rictims, w« 
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" should in die mean time refrain from any sign of 
** resentment, which, powerless in itself, exciteson- 
*' ly derision or contempt. 

** Since the light of philosophy b^an to dawn 
*' over Europe, our enemies have ceased to satisfy 
** their revenge with the sacrifice of our lives ; 
" Jews are no longer seen, who, generously refii- 
*' sing to bend under the yoke of intolerance, were 
*■ led with solemn pomp to the fatal pile: but al- 
" though the times of these barbarous executiom 
** are past long i^^, although the hearts of sove- 
*' leagns are now strangers to this cruelty, yet sla- 
*' very itself and pngudices are still the same. 
*' By what crimes hare we then deserved this fiiri- 
(^ousintcderance? What is our guilt? Is it in 
** that generous constancy we have manifested in 
" defending the laws of our fathers ? But this con- 
*' stancy ought to have entitled us to the admira- 
" tion of all nations, and it has only sharpened 
*' gainst us the daggers of persecution. Braving 
" all kinds of torments, the pangs of death, the 
*' still mora terrible pangs of life, we alone have 
*' withstood the impetuous torrent of time, sweep- 
** ing indiscriminately in its course nations, relj- 
** gions, and coantries. What is become of those 
** c^brated empires, whosevery name still excites 
** our admiration by the ideas of splendid great- 
** nesB attached to them, and whose power embra-f 
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'^ eedthe whole surfaceof the known globe? Thej 
*' are only remembered as monuments of the ^Ta» 

^' nity of human greatness Rome and Greece 

** are no more ; their descendants, mixed with 
^' other nations, have lost even the traces of thei^ 
^ origin ; while a population of a few millions of 
men, so often subjugated, stands the test of thir- 
ty revolving centuries, and the fiery ordeal of 
^ fifteen centuries of persecution ! We still pre- 
'^ serve laws which were given to us in the first 
days of the world, in the infancy of nature ! 
The last followers of a religion which had em<^ 
braced the universe have disappeared these fif- 
teen centuries, and our temples are still stand- 
^ ing ! We alone have been spared by the indis-^ 
^^ criminating hand of time, like a colunm left* 
'^ standing amidst the wreck of worlds and the 
*^ ruins of nature. The history of this people 
^^ connects present times with the first ages of the 
^ world, by the testimony it bears of the existence 
'^ of those early periods ; it begins at the cradle'of 
'^ mankind, and its remnants are likely to be preser- 
^^ ved to the very day of universal destruction, AU 
** men, whatever may be their opinions and th^ 
*^ party they have adopted, whether they suppose 
^ that the will of God is to maintain the people he 
*^ has chosen, or whether they consider that con- 
^^ stancy which characti^rises the Jews as a repre- 
*^ hensible obstinacy, or if, at lasti they believe in 
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a God, who, regarding all religions witli equal 
complacency, needs no other u onders to exem- 
plify his greatness, but the incessant and magni- 
ficent display of the beauties of nature, all, if 
*^ their minds are susceptible of appreciating virtue 
'^ and tried firmness, will not refuse their just ad^* 
*^ miration to that unshaken constancy unparallel- 
*^ ed in the annals of any nation.'^ 

To this picture of the calamities which have so 
long pre^jsed on the Israelites, are joined plans and 
views which seem calculated to induce all civili- 
zed countries to restore them to the rights which 
they have recovered in France. 

^* The enquiry has three objects in view ; 1 wish 
^^ to prove, that the exclusion of ^the Jews from the 
rights of citizens, is at the same time imtnoral^ 
nnjustj and impolitic, 

** It is immoralj because no government can re- 
fuse an equal degree of protection and justice to 
*^ all those inhabitants of the country who consent 
'* fo become parties in the social contract, which 
alone constitutes the existence of legitimate go- 
vernment, whatever may be its form ; and because 
*^ religion has nothing to do with the political and 
'^ civil existence of citizens. 

ItiB twjusiy because the vices with which many 
among the Jews have been reproached, with* 
^^ some truth, are not, as their enemies pretend, in 
^ their nataraldi8po«tious,but are certainly the fa- 
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" tal and unavoidable «oosequence of the abject' 
" state of slaveiy in whidi they have so long ra- 
" mained; aud because they betides make up for 
" those foibles by virtnes which exclusively bdong 
" to them, and which tbe most inTeteratefoeshava 
" never as yet attempted to deny. 

" It is impoiitict because the Jews hare proved ▼«>'■ 
" ty useful citizens, whenever they have met with 
"just and humaue governments, and because the 
" states of Europe, who often feel the necessity of 
" increasing their population, deprive themselves', 
" by thisexclusion, of tbeindustry of apeople who,' 
" to prove that in zeal and patriotism they are in-' 
" ferior to no class of citizens, are only waiting for' 
" the liberty they solicit, to exert all their activity' 
** and to direct it to public advantage." 

On each of these heads tbe author gave the argu- 
ments and proofs which brought about the memo-* 
rable decree of 1791 ; and, at last, to move to {nty' 
hearts hardened by prejudices, he gave the still' 
faithful picture of tbe virtues by which, at the ex-' 
ample of France, the Israelites deserveto be cona-' 
deied by other nations as being ciqaable (tf aH the' 
sentiments and all the zeal which constitute aaefbl* 



" Yon," said he» "you who cmsider as depniTfld, 
** men who an only unfortunate, oome wldi me' 
** and study their pMskms and their prirate actioM,* 
**not in booksin whicfa hatred has instilled iti^ 
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** renom, but in the circle of their fiimilies, and 
amidst the objects of their afTections and, if the 
expression could be allowed, under the protection 
of their household gods. It is among these men, 
nhom you consider as the refuse of nature, that 
you will find, in all their simplicit}', the senti- 
ments of nature divested of the dross of luxury 
'^ and of the refinements of wit. Their common 
*^ suflferings, the enthusiasm produced by persecu- 
'^ tion, have united them in the bonds of sacred 
*' friendship, which the most hardened man could 
not behold without shedding tears of sensibility. 
Tossed in the wide world by his evil fate, the 
^ Jew, wandering, often without assistance, a prey 
to misery, on an unknown shore, in meeting with 
a fellow sufferer, always meets with a brother, 
ready to sacrifice for him his fortune and his life. 
Morose philosophers pretend that misfortunes 
*' deaden sensibility ; I believe, on'the contrary, for 
'* the honour of mankind, that weeping over our 
*^ own misfortunes, teaches us to weep over those of 
'* others. It is in the crucible of adversity that the 
*^ Jew has acquired that feeling soul which is his 
*^ characteristic. No where are the poor of that 
^ nation seen abandoned without assistance to be- 
' come a burthen to the country ; and while those 
very men, who regard as barbarians those who 
* are strangers to the world and to its ways, reluc- 
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** tantly gtre a trifling portion of thnr superflaity 
" to the wretched victims of misery ,apeople whose 
" name is held almost synonymoiu with ferocitTi 
" wouM really thiok they should deserve the ap- 
** pellatioQ, if they could hesitate to share their 
** moderate resources with the unfortunsfte who 
" surround them. Those who delight in affixing 
" guilty intentions to praise^worthy actions will 
*' see nothing in thisuniou but adangerousaasoci- 
** ation ; but the sentimental observer will never 
** hold back his just approbation. 

" It is also in this devoted nation that we must 
** se«k ibr that inviolable attachment among the 
** members of the same family, too scarce among 
** OS, where gloomy jealousy, a spirit of conlradic- 
** tion and hatred, almost always divides those 
** whom nature intended to bind in everlasting 
** friendship. There, you will never see ungrate- 
** ftU children, nnmindliil of the last will of their 
** parent, tearing each other to come at the spoils 
** of their father. 

** Luxury, that bane of virtue and of peace, is 
* hardly known among them ; th^ir inclinations 
** and their sentiments are unsophisticated, like na- 
** ttt(e,finm whence they spring ; they do not know, 
<* it is true, how to deck with all the omamenn 
** of eloquence, actions which they consider as du- 
** ties ; but if thcf do not know how to extnll the 
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" charms of Tirtue, they have learnt to appreciate 
" its intrinsic worth. 

^^ You will see but seldom among them guilty 
^^ husbands leavingtheir virtuous partnere foraban- 
^^ doned prostitutes, or shameless wives abandon- 
^^ ing the care of their families, and the sacred du- 
" ties of matrimony and maternity, to plunge heed- 
** lessly into debauchery. 

^'It isthere that lovely chastity follows the graces 
^^ and enhances their charms; there an amiable blush 

still ovei-spreads the face of the modest virgin. 
I '^ The dissolution of the sacred tie of marriage, 

altho allowed by their religion, always leaves the 
^' stamp of reprobation on him who gives the sad ' 
" example of divorce.' Vainly would you attempt 

to find among the Jews, people who coolly part 

after solemn oaths of eternal love, and who give 
" up without emotion the blessing of ever behold- 
^^ ing the innocent beings who owe to them their 
*' existence. 

'^ But you will find among them couples united 
^' by the bonds of the most inviolable attachment, 
^^ who, finding in their old age the first links which 
*' bring to their minds the beginning of their union, 
^^ bedewwiththeirteafsthosesacred pledges of love; 

you will find mothers who weep for joy when the 

solemn day approaches in which they are 'to lead 
^^ an only daughter under the sacred nuptial veil; 



(( 



cc 



(( 

&( 






( 73 ) 

** jvu win find fathers of families whose only care 
" is to insure the happiness of dutiful children, 
" who are one day to follow their example. 

" Observe, ye philosophers, who d^ight in stu- 
** dying the heart of man, and in penetrating in- 
" to its inmost recesses; mark what distinguishes, 
*' among; all others, the funeral of a father of a 
" fiimily of the Jewish nation : you will never re- 
*' mark there those forced tears which a trouble- 
*' blesome sense of propriety draws from men^ 
" who, for a gmt while before, were hastening, by 
*' their wishes, the moment when they would bar* 
** ter for a vile metal even the picture of their ja- 
*' ther : there you will see real grief, surrounded by 
** its flarkest and heart- rendiug attributes ; childreq 
'* frantic with despair, tearing their hair and their 
** clothes, covering their forehead with dust and 
" ashes, embracing the inanimate corpse of their 
" father, and rending the air with their dismal 
** cries. 

" Come with me into their cemeteries, M'here 
** every thing traces this idea, that death is the 
*t passage to immortality. Behold those friend^ 
" lying on the tombs of their departed friends, 
** and kissing with transport their cold inanimate 
*' remains, lliere, at least, if ^n envious fate d»«, 
" prive me of the object of my affections, I shall 

** bedew his tomb with my tears In this dreary 

1.4 
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" and silent abodeldiallexclaim, * Conwlii^im- 
" mortality! no, thou art not a chimera/ The 
" souls of those benevolent beings, whose endear- 
" ing intercourse made the delight of my life, are 
" not surely returned to non^entity ; they exist, no 
" doubt, in a better and purerworld; theyare ho. 
" Tering around me ; they hear me; and they are 
** the judges of my actions. If erer I should 
** swerve from the path of virtue, if ever I should 
" forget my duties, I would go to this abode of 
*' melancholy, and, bedeiving the sacred tomb 
** with tears of repentance, I should again become 
" worthy of visiting these monuments of my love. 
*' Will you learn how to appreciate still better a 
" nation which owed its abject state solely to iti 
" misfortunes? Reflect on the part the Jew> have 
'* acted in the French revolution, and during the 
" reign of terror; when, suddenly made free, they 
" dared to look in the face those who lately had a 
** Ti^ht to insult them with impunity, 1 ask those 
*' men who know how the multitude is inclined to 
*' pass without reflexion from one extreme to ano- 
** ther, and how much persecution sours even the 
*' mildest tempers-r-I ask them, I say,in what class 
** was it likely to find the greatest number of 
" those, who, regardless of the most sacred aiid 
" inviolable duties, have shewn to what excesses 
** men oaay be hurried by the violence of passiop } 
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^ Hmt natural it was ta Axpeet that the Jews, m 
** frantic delirium, would have laid destructive 
*^ hands on the very last trances of a form of go« 
^( Temment under which they had suffered so 
'^ much! Well! let the blood-stained annals of the 
^^ in£unous reign of Roberspierte be opened, and 
*^ if, in the number of his supportcfhs, you find the 
«« name of one of these men, who alone oould be 
^^ justified by the sense of their former suff^ringSi 
^^ 1 abandon every one of them to their sad fhte. 

'^ Neither will you find among them those 
^* unnatural children who carried sword and 
<( flames into their country, which ou^t always 
^^ to have been dear to them, who incurred the ha- 
'* tred of their countrymen .and the contempt of 
*^ sovereigns, forced by circumstances to assist 
^* them for a while, though they could never esteem 
** traitors and perjurors, men very different from 
** those who left their country only in those disas- 
^* trous times when no one could be just or virtu- 
*^ ous with impunity. But you will find the Jews 
*^ in the path of true honour and of military glo- 
^* ry ; yoo will see them shedding their blood in 
H the service of their country ; obtaining, by their 
^^ bravery, the admiration of generous enemies; 
** deserving, in short, to be considered as men and 
^4» citu^ens, wherever those titles are granted to 
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*^ them, as they are elsewhere patient and submis*^ 
*^ sive under the yoke which bears on them. 

^^ Shall the pecuniary advantages, which go- 
" vernments derive from the extraordinary contri- 
butions levied on the Jews, be put in the scale 
against the glory of proclaiming an act of jus- 
" tice, which is required by so many powerful 
^^ reasons ? Should we even suppose for a moment 
*' the truth of that fallacious assertion of the 
^' friends of anarchy, that interest is the sole spring 
'^ of kingly governments, still it would be evident, 
^^ to every enlightened mind, that the pecuniary 
advantagges accruing to the state from the extra- 
ordinary contributions which lay heavy on the 
^^ Jews, can by no means compensate for the losses 
'' which ^vereign9 e^^^rieace by depriving them. 
^^ selves of the industry of so numerous a class. 
^^ The greatejst part of the European states cannot 
^' increase their resources as much as they wish ; 
'^ most frequently, and without adoubt, from want 
^^ of a sufficient population: and while many of 
^^ them collect, at a vast expence, thousands of co- 
" lonists, who cannot be thoroughly incorporated 
^^ with the people, but after many generations, and 
^' who, for a great length of time, consider them- 
^^ selves as foreigners, they refuse to naturalize 
'' men, who could not but consider that asi their 



4( 






( w ) 

t' coontry which has given them birth, since there 
" alone they could expect to lead a happy and 
** quiet life. 

" But is it impoBsiblethat the views even of the 
** present government, should tend to the aboUtion 
" of the Jewish religion, whose existence is loath- 
" some to many ? Is it not widi an intention to 
** force the Jews to a com^dete union with other 
" nations, not only by the tie of friendship, but 
" by those of blood and of reUgion, that the 
" remnants of the ancient settled system of per- 
" secution is so constantly followed up against 
" tbem? 1 think that I have proved, in the begin- 
" ning of this work, that 1 am for irom imputing 
" views so intolerant to the sovereigns of the 
" eighteenth century ; and besides, where is the 
" man so Utile acquainted with the human heart, 
" as not to know, that at all times, martyrs have 
" sprung up at the fierce cries of persecution, and 
" thatman prizes the objects of his love only from 
" the extent of the sacrifices they cost him ? The ' 
" hope of detaching the Jews from the religion of 
" their fathers must be extravagant and ground- 
** less, as long as they shall be obliged to endure 
" the greatest hardships to follow it. 

" b it not owing to the rage of the Inquisition 
" and to Auto da fsz, that we must principally at- 
" tribnt* the miraculous existence of this nation 
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" throngh the greatest revolutions which hare 
*' changed the face of the globe? When religi. 
*' on shall have ceased to be for them the dear 
** bought consolation of to many sacrifices, usher- 
** ed into the busy scenes of life, ^Vill they not 
" begin to experience the workings of ambi- 
** tion, superseding in their hearts their religions 
"sentiments? Th«i,and then only, some fa<^M« 
" may be entntained that they may, at some fu- 
•• ture period, renounce their ancient faith. Wbat- 
" ever, in short, may be the just or unjust views 
'* which are supposed to actuate governments, it is 
*^ ui undoubted fact, that the abject state in which 
" the Jews are kept, even now, is excesnvely impc 
" litic, and contrary to the interests of those who 
'* might put a stop to it. Evety thing proves that 
" even their regeneration, which was thought to 
>^ be the work of centuries, will be equally sudden 
" and complete. The rapid progress which the 
'' French Jews have already nmde in the career of 

* civilization, are the surest pledges of this pro- 
" mise ; the greatest number of them have already 
" got rid of that timid crouching demeanour, 
" n hich excluded them from company, or made 
■* (hem appear ridiculous. The greater part, 
" throwing off pegudices of all kinds, intend 

* their children for honourable professions, in- 
'* itead of limiting their views, as they hither- 
" to lmi'« done. Many attend the national 
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*' Khools with the most brilliant snccess, and bict ' 
** foir to increase the demesne of sciences by their 
" labours and by their genina. The Jew avoided 
" the Christian, only because he saw in him a fero- 
** cious and inveterate enemy; the Christian avoid- 
^' ed the Jew, only because he considered him as a 
" being de\'Oted from his brith to contempt and 
" slavery ; friendship has been the mutual msh of 
" both, as soon as they hare leamt to esteem each 
" other. What should we mind if a few men still 
" preserve hatred against us? They alone are to 
" be pitied, since they are strangers to the sweets of 
" reconciliation. 

" 1 shall not deny that many among us, still deaf 
" to the voice of reason, pemst in drawing all their 
" resources from a shameful and dishonest traffic: 
" but this obstinacy of a few individuals will ap- 
** pear astonishing only to men unacquainted with 
" the force of habit, and. with the time and cares 
** necessary' to change the manners and tlie dispo* 
" sitions of a whole nation. I must add, that in 
" other European countries, the Jews must ad- 
** vance more rapidly in civilization than they have 
" done in France, where, since the revolution, each 
" succeeding government, intent only on the de- 
" struction of its predecessors, could not accele- 
" rate their progress, nor gradually encourage 
*• them. It is incumbent on eviry government to 
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" shew the ridiculousness of prejudices, without 
" openly and violently attacking them ; to engag* 
" Jewish pai'eiits, or even to compel (liein, toKend 
" their children to sliare the advantages of public 
" instruction ; to grant signal rewards to the tirst 
" who should prove, by their surce-ss, that they are 
" susceptible of emulation; to punish with seve- 
" rity whoever, by his discoui-ses or by his actions 
" should betray lurking symptoms of suspicion or 
"hatred; such, once more, arc the duties of all 
'* governments towards a class of men, M*ho must 
** at lastt be restored to happiness ; duties which 
*' the French government has not till now been 
*' able to fulfil, and which are Mtll worthy of the 
*' monarchs of the eighteenth century.*' 

The manner in which these several measures 
should be put in activity has been alreiidy de- 
tailed in many publitations 1 have quoted, and 
principally in the excellent dissertation of M. 
Dohm, which, for its logic, precision, and sound 
reasoning, 1 shall here quote again. 

" The eternal principles of morality, on which 
" monarchies, as well as republics, aretrrounded, 
'* those even of a sound and true policy, require 
"that an end should beput, for ever, to tlie sltame- 
" fidslavery of the Jews; that they should befreed 
" trom personal tributes, that the career of indus- 
" try, of arts, and of sciences, should be opened for 
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^* all ; that they slHiuld reassume the rank they are 
entitled to from nature, and from whence they 
never ought to have been deu^raded ; and in short, 
" following the example of justice given by France, 
" in the first days of the revolution, governments 
" should irrevocably make them real and useful 
^^ citizens: then only shall the Jews, who, although 
** scattered on the face of the earth, have, till 
^' now, formed a separate nation, begin really to 
*^ mix and to be incorporated with other nations; 
*' they shall cease to form, as it has been often re- 
*^ proached to them, a state within a state, when 
*' once they shall have, at last, really acquired a 
*^ country, and when they shall consider themselves 
*^ no longer as the slaves, but as the subjects of go- 
•* vemments. Seeing that by mixing with society, 
•' they may acquire consideration, they will first. 
^ necessarily discontinue the practice of those re* 
cent, nonsensical, and absurd customs, which 
would then become impracticable to them, and 
would make them appear justly ridiculous. 
^^ In the different stations of life, they will suc- 
^^ cessfully exert that activity and that penetra- 
^ tion which they are acknowledged to possess, 
<« and which, till now, only tended to facilitate 
'* their pursuits in that degi*ading branch of traf- 
^^ fie, which was in a manner left to them ; all citi- 
^ ^ns will become the object of their afiections, 
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£»rmerly concentrated among themfielreb; thqr 
will consider as brethren not only those who 
worship God in the same manner, but all these 
to whom the same country has given birth, who 
*' defend the same cause, who live under the pro* 
tecting influence of the same laws and of the 
same authority: then only they will consider 
themselves as belonging to the immense family 
*^ of mankind. 

** It is by such a glorious deed that Europe must 
^^ crown the century just elapsed, and in which 
^V posterity will behold events of such a magni-- 
V tode, and succeeded by consequences so dread- 

Nothing in this was intended for France, where 
the prcjgress of knowledge, and sound views of na-. 
tional interest had already removed those prejudi^ 
ces which had brought oppression and hati-ed ou 
the Jews. 

It may be expected that those observations will 
produce on the other states of Europe those senti- 
ments of josUce and benevolence on which alono 
can rest the happiness and stability of empires. 

We see, not far distant, the moment when the 
genius of a great and glorious Emperor will, in his 
benevolence, make us reap all the advantages of 
our new situation. We must redouble our pray- 
ers» to obtain from the God of our fathers that he 
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fpty be pMied to dmct tipe i)|;te&tioii «f kiii^|(^ 
liie kravUtes liyiiig under their domjaioo, and W 
inqiire tbem with the resolution of di/stinguislMiQg 
di/em$elve$ by deeds of greatness ^nd of 'ffj^irojil 
ntilitj. 

1 shall also be entitled myself to the bkasingi of 
iny brethren^ scattered in all the states i^tl^e wQrldi 
since my collection will, expose to all kijigs ^d (^ 
all nations, the truths which have opened ^ us tk^ 
w^y to happiness, and will record act^ which m>st 
certainly will lay the gro9nd9 fpr a general xegf^ 
Deration. 

On the first of these two points, I must add to 
theproc^ 1 have already adduced, two kinds of tes- 
timonies in our £ivour, which will acquaint the 
public with the opinions entertained by thie wiie» 
even before our august Einperoir bad called us to* 
gether to establish the basisof our future prosperity. 

The first of these testimonies is a letter, replete 
with force and truth, written in the Sorbtmne the 
80th of August, 1762, by M. FAdvoc^t, Dector^ 
Librarian, and Professor in that University. It con- 
tains his ideas on the Apologie des Juifsy just then 
published, in answer to Voltaire's writings. 

The second ift the l^tt^r which M. SimonMayer, 
Jewish deputy for the department of /.a Seme^ 
WTpte the 30tU of July, 1806, to the ediltorof tha 
^itMtmUt 4fi I^JS^^fV^i tP prove Uiatthe bn^tes re- 
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skiing in France, far from considering themselrea 
foreigners in the territory of the French empire, 
were, in truth, devoted to the country which had 

■ 

granted them an honourable adoption and which 
did not cease to contribute to their happiness. 

Sovereigns and nations will see in the letter of 
M. FAdvocat, what they are to think of the unjust 
judgments which the vulgar passed indiscriminate- 
ly on the Israelites. 

In that of M . ^imon Mayer, they will see the 
absurdity of the calamities, lately reiterated against 
us, for want of consideration, or by the impulse of 
batred. 

And if M. de Bonald and M. Poujol do not 
abandon their unjust prepossessions, they will have 
these two antagonists more, whose testimonies in 
favour of truth and justice they must strive to do 
away. 



Letter of M. FAdvocat, Doctor^ Librarian^ and 

Professor of Sorbonne. 

Sorbonne, 30th of August, 1762. 
" I am very sorrj'. Sir, to haye been absent from 
^* Sorbonne, when you did me the honour of call- 
ing upon me there. I have received in the coun- 
try the little Apology of the Jews, in answer to 
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Voltaire. I have read it, and I have affixed my 
approbation (8) to it, making, however, some 
slight alterations, which, as you will own yonr- 
*^ self, do not in the least hurt your cause. No- 
^* thing can be more unjust than the contempt in 
*^ which the Jews are held: this sentiment is repre- 
** hensible even in the mob, which is hurried toha^- 
" tred or contempt, often "t^Hithout knowing why; 
^\ but it is much more so in a thinking or honest 
^* man, fdnce humanity teaches us that we must 
'^ avoid hatred and contempt for every one of our 
** fellow creatures, whatever may be his country, 
hi&jceligion, or his profession. If M. de Voltaire 
gloried in being a Christian, 1 would tell him, 
that Christianity obliges him absolutely to re- 
tract every thing he has advanced against the 
** Jews, since Jesus Christ has ordered us to con- 
*^ sider all men, without distinction, as our bre- 
** thrm, and to love them as we love ourselves: 
a direction which is incompatible with hatred 
and contempt towards the Jews. 
^^ But this famous poet prides himself more on 
*^ being a philosopher than on being a Christian, 
and it was right to refute him in that point of 
view in j'our Apology; nothing being farther 
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(8) Everj one knows ihat in the ancient government of France 
booki could Ddt be published without the approbatifm of the censors. 
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•• riemm^ed from true philosophy than blindly to 
^^ give np to popular prejudices and prepossessions. 
The reproach of ignorahce and barbarism, which 
he lays to the charge of ancient and modem 
*^ Jews, arising in reality from his own ignorance 
** of the language and of the writings of the He- 
" brews. It is not from barbarous and tame 
** translations that original writings can be judged. 
" If M . de Voltaire's translations were again to be 
*' translated, word for word, into barbarous Latin, 
" these translations would make M. de Voltaire. 
^* appear more ignorant and more barbarous than 
** he is aware of, and he would find himselif in the 
" garb of a Vandal or an Ostrogoth (9). Job, 
^' Moses, David, Solomon, Isaiah, and most of the 
" Hebrew poets, are by no means inferior to the 
" Greek, Latin, and French poets, without except- 
" ing even M. de V^oltaire. The poetic writings of 
" the Hebrews are superior to tliose of every other 
nation, by the pomp of the expressions, the. 
grandeur of the images, the sublimity of 
thought, in short, by all the genuine chai-acteris- 
tics of true genius and of poetry ; and M. de 
" Voltaire will no more succeed in his attempt to 
bring them into disrepute, than Perra'ult in his 
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(0) Favourite expresBioni of M. Voltaire^ bj which he compared his 
antagonifts to those norchem barbarians. 
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<^* attacks on Homer and the oiker Greek poets. 
^* The Proverbs of Solomon are preferable to the 
Gnanuii of the Greeks, and they contain at least 
as much .phikMophy, and as much knowledge of 
*^ the human heart, as tibe writings of Voltaire. 
** MaimonideS) Abenesdra, Abarbane}, Kimchi, 
*^ and nmny other Hebrew writers, were fully 
equal, in their tim^, to the contemporary writerr 
of other nations. Raschi, or Solomon Jarchi. 
** WM the best commentator of the age he lived 
*^ in ; and we might mention some modem Hebrew 
^ poets, whose productions M. de Voltaire would 
** admire, and by which he would even be impro- 
*^ ved, were he able to understand them. What he 
^ saysof the cheats of the inferior Jewishmerchants 
^* and traders, is^^rhat is commonly to be met with 
** in the conduct of inferior dealers of other na- 
** tions. But, at least, Jews do not bring them- 
*^ selves to untimely death by their robberies, or it 
*^ happens very seldom. I can bear witness, that 
^* during these thirty years that I have resided in 
** Paris, there has not been three Jews condemned 
^ to death for robbery or other crimes ; so that, 
^* taking all together, the manners of the Jews in 
^ gnieral are not worse than those of other people 
** in similar stations. The superstition which M. 
/^ de Voltaire lays to the charge of the Jews, does 
^ not go to prove that they are or ever w Are equally 

N 
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'* ignorant and barbarous as the Egyptians are 
' *' represented to have been. Neither the Greeks 
" nor the Romans were barbarous nations, anii 
" they had Guperstitioos more dangerous, more 
" absurd, more ridiculous, than those which the 
** Jews are supposed to retain. David, after ha- 
" ving conquered the Syrians, the Ammonites, the 
"Moabites, theldumeans, and part of thecountiy 
** of the Philistines, did not condemn to the flames 
" or otherwise put to death, a single individual, 
" onaccQiintofreligionorof superstition; herest- 
*' ed satisfied with making these nations tributary, 
" and he treated them with the humanity of a fa- 
" ther as soon as tbey became his subjects. Na- 
" tions are beside naturally more inclinetl tosuper- 
*' stition than to irreligion, and this dit^Misition 
" turns to the advantage of society. . I'he super- 
" stitious practices of a people are never hurtful 
*' to mankind, like the impious maximsof the athe- 
** ists. Let our pretended philosophers, instead of 
*' blaspheming the Divinity, ofier their thanksgi- 
" Tiiu;s that nations are so averse to Atheism ; for if 
t*' 4JK^a/ioM now existing were ijnpious or atheisticai, 
'" neither tkeproperty nor iheHoei of the$e pretended 
*^ phittuophtn would he safe (10). Superstition is 

(10) If w«bciirininliidtb>t'thi«lcaer wiu written in i7iH, thli ten. 
Man will look Uc a pn4ictio^ too «ntl fulfiUrd ia tha untimri; drath 
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** like those weeds we carefully pluck up from our 
" gardens, without hurting the com or the nsefiil 
** vegetable!*. But our pretended philosophers 
** H'ant to tear up every thing by the roots. Let 
** not M. de Voltaire exclaim so much aciainst the 
** superstitions of the Jews in particular. This 
" is, Sir, my opinion as to the hatred and unjust 
" contempt to which the Jews are exposed. Some 
*' years ago I was applied to for adrice on this snb- 
*' ject by the ministry of Poland. My memorial 
" confounded their accusers, and their chief was 
" arrested and punished by order of the King of 
** Poland. I keep a copy of this memorial, and 
** shall with great pleasure commnnioate it to you. 
I am, sdncerely, 

L'ADVOCAT. 

Jpctar, Liktm i ^ , mid Frtfruorm Sar*mu. 

Utter ofM. Simon Mayer, Vice Deputy of ike De- 
parimente of La Seine to the Jewish Auembfy, to 
the Editor of fAe Journal de ^Empire. 

" Sir, 
** The Jews, filled with respect and gratitade for 
** the august Sovereign who deigns to take thor 



•f the kadcn of the pbikito^nl putj who wue U the bead of iht 
FrcDcb nnilntioa. 
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" situation into his connderation, were far indeed 
'* from expecting that periodical writers would 
" presume, without any authoritj-, to judge ques. 
** tious which are on the point of being discussed 
" in the assembly, where their deputies are called, 
*' and still less that those premature judgmeats 
*' should be such as to establish, as an incontro* 
*' rertible ^t, the greatest reproach to which a 
*' class of iqen can be liable, that of not achuncm 
** tedging the iamo/tbeir countty. 

" This assertion, which is represented as an nn* 
** doubted truth in yonr paper of the flOth of Ju« 
** \y instant, might hare lightened the Jews in 
*' diose times, when, excluded from every class of 
" citizens, their keeping apart was nevertheless 
" considered as a crime — when the most absurd 
*' inculpations were sought for with avidity, were 
" adopted and employed against them as pretexts 
" for proscription. It cannot cause the smallest 
" uneasiness at a time when our hearts are opened 
" to the liveliest gratitude for the benefits we de- 
" rive from those laws which have put us on an 
" equal footing with all citizens, under a prince 
** equally just and firm, whose genius dispels the ^ 
*' clouds of ancient prejudiceti, and whose councils 
** are actuated by truth, justice, reason, humanity, 
*' and the ardent wisli of making all Frenchmen 
•' happy. 
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'vBot Mcumtioiis, iMde in to public mflMuiinr 
** and on so important an occasiony mustneyertbe* 
^* leM be confuted ; because they may lead into 
^^ error a few credulous men, alfi>rd pretences to 
** the eiril intentions of others, excite ill-will 
«^ against us, and throw difficulties in the way €»f 
^* that union of all Frenchmen, which is the aim of 
^' goveiwnent, and the wish of every wise and en^ 
*^ lightened man. 

^^ On examining the article of your journal al<« 
*^ ready alluded to, it beccHnes evident that the sole 
M object the writer had in view was to present, as 
*^ an inccmtrovertible truth, the following suppo^ 
^^ sition : 

** The Jews do not acknawiedge the laws of France; 
*^ and that, without much mindiiig whether or no 
^ his commentary on this assertion affiirded any 
^^ meaning, he has run his chance qf meeting with 
<« credulous readers^ 

^^ In this century ,^^ says the writer, ^^ the only 
^ questions at issue between the frienda of the Jews 
^* and those who are against them ar6~to know, if 
** France, lor instance, must reckon those men who 
^^ do not acknowledge her laws, in the number of her 
^^ children, till such a time as they have pledged 
** themselves to assimilate their manners, as much 
^* as possible, to those of the rest of the nation; or if 
4« souiid policy recjuires that goremment, before^ 
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<* it admits the Jews to share all the advantages 
common to all other Frenchman, should acquire 
the certainty that they shall make use of them 
only for tlie general interests of the empire ^'' 
The absurdity of the first question is evident. 
^* Can government put in question whether it should 
*' consider as children of' the same country men who 
would refuse to acknowledge its laws^ should they 
even engage to change their manners? 

Whoever refuses to acknowledge the laws of a 
country must be excluded from it, let his man- 
** ners bewhatthey may ; and if it were true, as the 
«« author pretends, that the Jews rrfmse to acknow^ 
** ledge the laws of France j their proposed admission 
*' among the children of France would not de- 
'* serve the slightest consideration* Luckily the 
'* falsehood of that assertion will be hereafter 
** proved by facts. 

^^ And how could the author suppose that the 
*^ object of discussion was whether France should 
^^ admit the Jews among her children? Do not Jews 
eiyoy already that advantage? Have they not 
been called by the laws to the full enjojnnent of 
^^ all civil rights, common to all Frenchmen ? Dia 
not the same laws grant them the free exercise 
of their mode of worship ? Did they not, in short, 
*^ adopt them in the number of the children of^ 
•* France ? 
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*^ Was the writer i^poorant of all this? or does 
'* he refuse himself to acknowledge the laws of 
'' France while he inconsiderately urges that re- 
'' proach against the Jews ? 

'^ The question, then, is not to know if Jews are 
'^ to be admitted among the children of France. 
'' It might be ai^ed, at most, if thej have made n 
'' bad use of the advantages they have received by 
'' their adc^tion? if they are become worthy or 
«« unworthy of retaining them ? and if there are 
^^ grounds to hope that the fiu^ility they have ns 
*^ ceived^ in common with all Frenchmen, to avail 
*^ themselves of the protection of the laws, shaU 
*^ gradually induce them io adopt the general 
«^ manners of the nation and at last level that 
'^ barrier which the barlnurism of antient legisla- 
*^ tors had raised between them and other nations? 
^^ The Jews do not shun the discussion of these 
'^questions: well authenticated &cts speak in 
*^ their favour on all these points ; and the present, 
*^ if examined without prejudice^ will be deemed 
*^ a sufficient pledge for the futme. 

*^ The second question is as absurd as the first; 
for, to propose advantages to men on condition thai 
they $haU make use of themonfyfor the intereH of 
the public J would prove a total want of knowledge 
*^ of the human heart and of the true aimof legbla- 
*^ tion; and I venture to say, that there has never 



14 
(i 

44 



( o« ) 



cc 



•i 



«^ existed on earth a nation capable of fhlfilling 
** such an engagement. 

^' Self interest is in man the first and principal 
^^ spring of action; the advantages he derives 
** from the laws must tend to favour this inclina<^ 
tion ; but the grand art« I might almost say the 
cunning of the legislator^ consists in regulating 
** the use of each of these advantages in such a 
^^ manner as to be naturally productive of the ge« 
^^ neral welfare. It might be asked, theut iff in the 
o|Hluons of the Jews, in their manners, in the 
professions to ii4iick they nsoally give tiie pre'* 
ference, some particular obstacles may not be 
found which prevent the advantages they share 
in common with all Frenchmen Irom tending 
so directly to the public welfare as when in 
other hands ? Inquiries might be set on foot to 
«< ascertain the nature of these obstacles, and laws 
^* or regulations mig^t be afterwards adopted to 
*^ lessen or to do thein away altogether; but Jews 
are only men; and^ surely, efforts above the 
strength of huMn nature will not be required 
•* of them. 

^^ There is then, in reality, no reasonable meaning 
^^ in the two questions about the Jews which the 
^^ author supposes ar^ to come under discussion. 
*^ These set aside, there remains only this gratui- 
^^ tons supposition : . 
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" Tfie Jeas do not acknowledge the laws of France. 

** Let us examine this assertion: 

*' A conimonand grand mistake in writers, pasS' 
" ing judgment on different societies of men, is* 
" that they confound times, places, and other cir- 
" stances, according to the side they have taken, 
" and to the opinion they wish to establish on this 
'• or that society. In thus confusing every thing, 
" there exists no nation, no community, no religi- 
" ous association, which may not be represented 
" at pleasure, as virtuous or vicious, just or unjust, 
" brave or cowardly, atrocious or generous, loyal 
" or rebellious, useful or dangerous, as deserving 
" the highest praise, or as the fittest object of 
" contenrpt. 

*' Certainly, if you consider the Jews at a time 
" when, as says a writer you quote, Mey were de- 
" barred from possessing lands, from commerce, 
"■from industrtf, when, in short, they were in a 
" manner outlawed, it may be said that they did 
" not acknowledge the lawsof France, or, to speak 
" more correctly, that they had been placed in the 
*' impossibility of acknowledging them. Exclud' 
" ed from all the advantages of general society, 
'* they were forced to withdraw into their own 
" particular community, and to seek in their cus- 
*' toms, their institutions, the doctrine of their 
" doctors, support and consolations they could 
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" find no where else. But, it n'otild be tlie hei}j;lit 
" of injustice to alledge against them as a crime, 
" the state to which they had been reduced hy 
*' others, and to accuse them of having revised to 
•' acknowledge the laws of a society from which 
*' they had bt>en exj>elled. 1 will go still farther; 
*' it would be unjust, now, to reproach ihem with 
" some remaining attachment to those cust<HL8 
" and to those manners, the common source Jrom 
*' which generations after generations have drawn 
** assistance, hope, and some alleviation of the 
** hardships heaped upon them. 

" Certainly the Jews would have been reprehen- 
*< sible, they would have justified the severity of 
" the laws by which they were excluded Irom so- 
" ciety,'and even desen'ed to be excluded agmn, 
" if, when governments more enlightened have 
" taken them under their protection, have called 
*' them into the bosom of general society bj- giving 
" them a country, they, in return, had ungrateful- 
*' ly rejected the proflfered benefits, violated tlie 
** laws under whose protection they were allowed 
" to live, and flisdained all the advantages of civil 
" society, to give obstinately the preference to the 
" customs and manners of their particular society ; 
" then, indeed, it might have been said, that their 
" abhorrence of the laws of other nations was, to 
" this day, an inherent piincij;le of their associa- 
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^* tion, as it was in those days when the polhict of 
** their first lawgiver made this abhorrence a fiib* 
^^ damental maxim of their government* 

^' But considering the Jews, such as they are in 
'^ in modern times, we shall see that every where 
*^ their hatred has ceased with persecution; that 
^^ wherever they have been admitted to share tha 
^^ benefits of the laws, they have gradually beam 
^^ united with those nations who have consented 
'^ to adopt them ; that every where they have jre« 
*^ spected the laws Under whose protection they 
** were allowed to live, 

^^ It has been asserted, that the Jews have he^ 
^^ haved well in Holland, and tfaat,£ur from giving 
^' occasion to complaints against them, they have, 
'' by their industry, contributed to die prosperity 
'^ of the country. The cause of this diffitrenca 
^' between the Jews of Holland and those of other 
^^ countries is evident ; it is because in HdUand 
^^ they participate in all the advantages from wMcb 
they were excluded elsewhere ; in that country, 
facts have proved, that when they are oonsidere4 
as men and citizens, they shew themselves, like 
^* others, men and citizens. The particular ad« 
^' vantages they obtain become in their bands con* 
^^ ducive to pubjic welfare. 

^^ Let us now consider them in France : since 
«« they have ol^tained l9ie advantages common t% 
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'^ all Frenchmen, can it be said that thej hare re-^ 
*' fused to obey the laws ? Can itbesaidthat, spurn- 
^' ing these advantages and the institutions of their 
new country, they have remained, as before, ex-i 
clusively attached to their particular society ? 
On the contrary, many among them have 
*.' abandoned the exclusive professions to which 
they had beencondemne<l, to follow others which 
bring them nearer theirnew fellow-citizens; they 
have acquired considerable landed proi>erty, they 
*' have formed vast commercial establishments, and 
" erected manufactories ; among them are to be 
*' seeft artists and mechanics, practising me- 
** chanical arts and following trades. They have 
^' sought for a new education in tlie national 
'^ schools. Called to the armies, they have zea- 
lously taken up arms, they have fought with 
courage ; and manjs under the very eyes of the 
•* hero, who now governs France, have deserved 
" the recompence of the brave. 

" Can it be said that men who behave thus do 
*' not acknowledge the laws of France ? 

'^ Can it be a matter of doubt that their man-^ 
" ners will gradually blend with those of nations 
" who admit them to share their advantages and 
" their civil rights ? 

" Certainly the Change is not yet general, nor is 
*^ it the work cf a day ; but it is wished for by all 
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^ enlightened Jews : many among them have span* 
<^ taneously given the example. The impulse is 
^^ given; wise regulations will do the rest; and I 
^^ doubt not but we shall be indebted for them to 
*• the assembly which is now sitting. 

^' I shall not examine here into the means oal- 
^^ culated to accelerate this happy change, and 
'^ oblige the Jews to follow, morees])ecially,profes- 
'' sions from which they were excluded by former 
^' laws. But I think that it is absolutely necessa- 
*^ ry to adopt some efficacious measures to obtain 
^^ this result, and I would even venture to propose 
'^ some, if I did not palace the most implicit confi- 
^^ dence in the intentions and in the talents of those 
^^ who compose and lead the assembly. 

^^ You would not have received this long letteFi 
^^ Sir, if, instead of unjustly inculpating the 
*^ Jews, you would have pn^iosed means to make 
them what government wishes them to be. But 
what did you expect in affirming that Jews do not 
acknowledge the laws of France? No doubt you 
wanted to represent them as bad citizens, as 
** men whom it is impossible to bring under the 
*^ yoke of the laws. Such avowed intentions 
" sour the mind, instead of mending the manners, 
^^ and increase the evil instead of effecting a cure^ 

^\ I would, to conclude, answer M. de Bonald^ 
f ^ whom you quote towards the end of your article; 
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(< but the production of thin writer does not threat* 
^^ en much danger; the nature of his intentions is 
<* too evident, and the acrimony of his zeal acts as 
<* an antidote to his opinions. M. de Bonald sees 
*^ the present in the past and the post in the pre- 
<^ sent. This illusion may contribute to his hap- 
*^ piness; but it cannot seduce men of sound minds 
*^ and enlightened understandings ; and whatever 
«' he may do, he will nor, in this age of knowledge, 
^^ and under a government equally wise and firm 
^^ in its resolutions, form a party very formidable 
^ to the Jews/' 

(SigMd) '' SIMON MAYER."" 

Thus, in a word, every thing is disposed to in-t 
mm the era^ete success g( measures, by which 
Israelites will, at last, receive manners and habitt 
d^ble of raising them to the rank of citizens 
aninently usefui. 

Nations will know, more generally, how to ap- 
preciate those vicious prejudices which, till now, 
have been the prolific sources of manifold persecu^^ 
tions, to which they attribute their incessant mis^ 
^^rtunes, not objected to them as crimes. 

Truths placed beyond a doubt, will prove to 
every one that the Jews are capable of fulfilling 
all social dutieS) and that they jealously support 
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att those measures which nn hhtlj to produce aad 
insure their happiness. 

In France, the grand act of justice anuouuced 
by our august Emperor wag totally unexpected. 

Memorials were transmitted calling the attei^ 
tion ol His Imperial and Royal Majesty toanuniber 
of bond*debts which were represented as likely to 
ruin many unfortunate land-holders^ 

llie history of past centuries induces a beliel^ 
that, in other times, and under the reign of a weak 
or irresolute sovereign, rigorous coercive measures 
would have been pn^)Osed as the means of redres- 
sing wrongs, whose e]dstence is not even yet legally 
ascertained. 

Those of our brethren who are accused of iiyas- 
tice, and the Jews altogether, would have been, 
once more, exposed^ to the rigour of sanguinary 
laws, similar to those which too often have exposed 
our ancestors to tiie hatred of nations, aad thrown 
them into all the hoirors (^misery. 

A soul formed forgreattlBi^; a mind incessant- 
ly bent upon thoughts the best calculated to 
accelerate the happiness of mankind ; a genius ac- 
customed to conceive whatever can oonsolidate 
the basis, the stability, and the prosperity of an 
empire created by a provident wisdom; virtues 
which constitute the greatness of sovereigns, up- 
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held by all the qualities which form the states* 
man, have produced the memomble example of a 
resolution heretofore unparalleled, and whose uti- 
lity will excite in all the powers of Eui-ope a gene- , 
rous emulation. 

Let us place and preserve in our annals the im« 
perial decree of the 30th of May, 1806. Soon 
will this collection spread it through all the states 
of Europe. 

It gives us an immediate right to the esteem of 
mankind ; it lays the grounds of our future happi- 
ness ; and will afibrd us the means of proving wor« 
thy of our country* 

The acts to which it has given birth do not re- 
late it ; and it is rather surprising that the editor of 
the prodjs verbal of the sittings of the assembly* 
did not affix it at the head o^ his work. 

Tliis imposes on me the duty of giving it hei*e at 
full length. It is the work of protecting benevo- 
lence, a deed of a magnanimity unknown before 
on earth ; it bears the stamp of the decrees of Pro- 
vidence. It will carry to the most distant genera- 
tions the pleasing conviction, that, in our times, 
we beheld in our august Emperor the living image 
of the Divinity. 
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Imperial Decree, given at the Palace of St. Cloud, 
J%30, 1806. 

" Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of 
« Italy. 

" On the report which has been made to us, that 
** in many of the northern departments of our em- 
" pire, certain Jews, following no other profession 
*' than that of usurers, have, by the accumulation 
** of the most enormous interests, reduced many 
*' husbandmen of these -districts to the greatest 
" distress : ' 

" We have thought it incumbent on us to lend 
*' our assistance to those of our subjects whom ra- 
" pacity may have reduced to these hard extremi- 
*' ties. 

" These rarcumstances have, at the same time, 
" pointed out to us the urgent necessity of revi- 
" ving, anv>ng individuals of the Jewish persua- 
'■'■ sion residing in our dominions, sentiments of 
** civil morality, which, unfortunately, have been 
*' stifled in many of them by the abject state in 
". which they have long languished, and which it 
" is not our intention either to maintain, or to re> 
*' new. 

*' To carry this design into execution, we have 
*' determined to call together an assembly of the 
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'* principal Jews, and to make our intentiotit 
** known to them by commissioners whom we 
^' shall name for that puipose, and who shall, at 
*' the same time, collect their opinions as to the 
*^ means they dtsem the fittest^ to re-establish 
^' anions: their brethren the exercise of mechanical 
'' arts and useful professions, in order to replace, 
by an honest industry, the shameful resources to 
which many of them resorted^ from generation 
to generation, these many centuries* 
" To this end, 

'^ Oa the report df our Grand Judge, Minii^er 
^' of Justice, of our Minister for the interior^ 
*^ Our Council of State beilig heard^ 
*^ We have decreed^ and do decree as follows; 
" Art. I. I'here is a suspension for a year, from 
^^ the date of the present decree, of uU executions 
of judgment and bond-obligations^ except so far 
as to prevent limitation, obtained against hus-^ 
bandmen^ not tr^lers, of the departiqents of I.a 
" Sarre, La ,Roer, Mont Terrible, Upper and 
'^ Lower Rhine, Rhine and Moselle, and Vosges, 
** whenever the bonds entered into by these hus-^ 
*^ bandmen are in favour of . Jews. 

^^ II. There shall be formed, on the 15th of July 
" next, in our good city of Paris, an assembly of 
*^ individuals professing the Jewish religion and 
^^ residing in the French territory*. 
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^^ III. The members of this assembly, of the 
number fixed m the annexed list, shall he cho* 
aen in the departments therein nam^, and no- 
minated by the prefects from aipong the rabbis, 
the land-holders, and other Jews, the most dis- 
tinguished by their integrity and their know^ 
ledge. 

^* IV: In all the other departments of our em- 
pire, not mentioned in the aforesaid table, and 
where men of the Jewish persuasion should re- 
side to the number of one hundred, and less 
than five hundred, the prefect may name a depu-^ 
tj fiir every five hundred, and for a higher num- 
ber, up to one thousand, lie iptay nanie four 
deputies, and so on. 

^^ V, The deputies thu^ named shall be in Pa- 
ris before the 10th of July, and shall send no- 
tioe of their arrival, and of iheir place of resi- 
dency, to the secretary's oflice of our Minister of 
the Interior, who shall acquaint them of the 
plaoe, tlay, and hour of the meeting. 
^^ VI. Our Minister for the Interior is charged 
♦* with the execution of the present decree. 

(Signed) " NAPOLEON. 

" By the Emperor. 
(Signed) " H. B. Maret. 

^« Secretary qf Staie." 

p2 
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List of the Number of Jews io be returned to the 
Assembly ofltuUoiduals of the Jewish persuasion^ 
whose Meeting has been ordered by His Majesty. 

Names of the Departments. NumJ>er of Deputies to be s^nt. 

Upper Rhine --^-.-.12 
Lower Rhine --«**^<.15 

Mont Tonnerre •...,* 9 

Rhine and Moselle * « . . * 4 

Sarre --•---•*- 1 

Boer 1 

Moselle 5 

Meurthe .^^ ^^.-- 7. 

Vosges -.--•^^^^ 7 

Gironde ^, -,,-,•• 3 

Lower Pyrenees - - ^ * * - 2 

Vaucluse .-*-..-- 3 

Cote-d*Or 1 

. ^ine ^•..-.^-,-.- 6 

74 
(Signed) H. B. MARET. 

Secretary of State. 

A true cqpy« 
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The proclamation of this decree product that 
enthusiastic satisfaction which the sodden hopel 
of lasting proe^perity always excite in men who coik& 
sider themselves as abandoned by the whole world. 

His excellency the minister of the interio)^, 
MM. the Prefects of all the departments, hav6 
manifested, in the execution of the orders of His 
Imperial Majesty, those sentiments of universal 
justice which, they know^ dwell in the bosom of 
His Majesty, and which themselves consider as th^ 
first of their duties^ 

They have proved solicitous to make use of th6 
best means to direct their choice so as to fulfil thie^ 
intentions of His Majesty and to answer the ex- 
pectations of the Jews. 

In the beginning of July, 1806, the deputies ar« 
rived in Paris where they have proved worthy of 
the reputation they had acquired by their prin- 
ciples and their conduct, and of the great trust 
which had been reposed in them. 

Their names and their places of abode in Paris 
were known by the declarations they made, in con- 
formity to the fifth article of the imperial decree^ 
to. the Secretary's office of the minister of thid 
interior. 
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i^l of MM. the D$puti^ of the Jewish 'Na^ 
timf m tko^lphabeticulOrder of the D^partmenU of 
the Etnpire^ 

Adige. 
GiroIaiB0 Bazkea. 

Adriatic. 
Aar^n Tatis, Landf holder, Veniea. 
Ahraham Tedesco, M erchaq^, Venice, 
JlMcdti S«BBiiel Crvepvia, Rabbi, Veaifift, 

Maritime Alp$^^ 
Ismc Siusanal Avigdov, Nice, 

Bouehes du Rhone. 
j^abatop Cpstantini, Merchant, Marseilles. 

Cote fPOr. 
])i|vi4 Blum, Merchant, Dqon. 

Crastah^ 
Jacques Carwy, Rabbi, Reggio. 

Doire^ 
Joseph Vita Monmilien. 
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Nathan Lippmabn, lAml'faOklef Md CItfck Atfti 
nu&cturer, Bessn^dDi 

Gironde^ 
Abrttham Furtado, Land-holder, BtturdeauXk 
Isaac Rodrigues, Merchant) Do. 

fferauH. 
Moise Ninquet Vidalt Silk Merchanti 

Landes. 

Abraham Andfade^ Rabbi, Saint Esprit 
Castro, jun. Do. 

Fatto, jup. Db. 

Marengo^ 
De Benedettl. 

Donato-Afeu-Lfelio-Saloman Vitate. 
Emilie Vitta. 
Joseph-Benoist Pavia. 

Ben-'Isaac-Berr, Tobacco Manufticturer, Nanc^. 

Elias Salomon, Land-holder, Sarrebourg. 

Gumpel Levy, Merchant, Nancy. 

Jacob Brisac, Land-holder, Lun^viUe. 

l^zare Levy, Land-holder, and Mayor of Donne* 
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Leon Cohen, Landrholder, Toul. 
Moise Levy, Merchant, Nancy. 

Meuse Inferieure. 
David Joseph. 

Mincio. 
Abraham Cologna, Rabbi. 
Benoit Fano, Merchant, Mantua. 

Montenote. 
Israel Emmanuel Ottolenghi. 

Mont Tonnerre. 
Aaron Friedberg, Manufacturer, Burgen. 
Benjamin Jacob, Mentz. 
Herz-Loep Lorech, Land-holder, Mentz. 
Henz Oppenheim, Deux-Ponts. 
Jacob Ilerz, Merchant and Land-holder, Rotskir- 

chen. 
Jacob Lazare, Merchant, Otterburg. 
Joseph Bloch, Land-holder, Hombourg. * 
Moise KautTman, Land-holder, Neu-Leingen. 

Moselle. 
Aaron-Marc Levy, Merchant, Metz. 
Cerf Jacob Gondchaux, Correspondent of the Bank 

of France, Metz. 
Jacob Gondchaux Beer, Landholder, Metz, 
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I 

Joseph Hertz, Land-holder, SarpwmiiMiu 
Scawab, jun. Merchant, Metz« 

Nard. 
Salomon, Merchant, Lille. 

Alona. 
David Samson, Paria. 
Moise Formiggini. 

Panaro. 
Benjamin Uzigli. 
Bonavetura Modena, Rabbi* 

Po. 
David Levy, Deputy Mayor of Qoien^ 
Jacques Todros, Turin. 
Samuel Jacob Ghidiglia, Turin. 

Po f Lower). 
Bondi Zammorani, Rabbi, Ferranu 
Grazziadio Nappi, Rabbi and Physician, Ferrara. 

Pyrenea (homer). 
Finrtado,jun. Ship Owner. 
Marg Foiy sen. Merchant. . 

Felice Levy^ 
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Laz&ro Cociif 

Rhine (Lower). 
Abraham Cahen, Saveme. 
Abraham Piccard, sen. Strasbourg. 
Auguste Ratisbonne, Cloth Merchant, Strasboui^. 
Baruch Cerf Bar, Land-holder. 
Cerf Salomon, Merchant, Strasbourg. 
Daniel Levy, Merchant, Strasbourg. 
David Zinsheimer, Rabbi, Ssrasbourg. 
Hirsch Bloch, Land-holderi Diebolshuheiuif 
Israel Rhens, Strasboui^. 
Jacques Meyer, Rabbi, Niederinilifl&ai, 
Joseph Deyfoss, Haguenau. 
Hirsch Lazare, Rabbi, Haguenau. 
Lazare Wolff, Merchant, Neawiller. 
Ruesse Picard, Strasbourg. 
Samuel Witersheim, Merchant} Haguenau, 

Rhine (Upper). 
Abraham Jaqol, Colnac. 
Baruch Lang, Land-holder, Fierentx. 
Calmau, Rabbi, Beishem. 
David, Rabbi, Hegenheim. 
Hejmann Picqart, Land-holder and Leather Mfir 

nufacturer, Belfbrt. 
Hirtz Salomon, Land-holder and Horse-dealer, 

Colmar. 
Jacob Brunswieg, Rabbi. 
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Lijmuui^Cerf-BeiT, Paris. 

Mtyer Samuel, Strasbdnrg; 

Meyer Manheimer, Ulflioltz. 

• 

Solomon Rabbi, Colmar. 

Wolff Baruch, ManufiEicturer^ Turkheitlu 

Rhine and Moselle. 
Etnmanuel Deutz, Rabbi, Coblentz; 
Lion Marx, Land-holder, Bonn. 
Mayer Marx, Miiniciple Council-man^ Bcmii* 
Wolf BermanUi Merchant; Mayen. 

Roer* 
Salomad Ofienheimi Banker, Cologn; 

Sarre. 
Meyer Nskthan Bemcastel, Merchant, Treres^ 
Jeremie Hirsch, Land-holder, Sarrebruk; 

Seine. 
Michel Berr, Paris. 
Theodore Cerf-Berr, Land-holder, Paris (named 

also f3r Nancy). 
(Saul Cremieaux. 
Lazare Jacob, 
dry Hayem M''orms. 
VUidrigue, Banker. 
R6drigae,jun. 

r2 
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I 

Auoii SduQoll, Ptois. 

Simon Mayer, fonnerlj in the Army, Gofemment 

Inspector in the Military Administration. 
C. L. Wittersheim, Land-holder. 

Suia. 
Segre, Raibbi, Land-holder, Mnnicipal conndlnna^ 
of Verceil. 

Siwra. 
Lattrs Elie Aaron, Rabbi, Savigliano. 
Latles Solomon, jun. Land-holder, Coni. 

Vamebue. 
Joseph Montanx, Silk Merchant, Avignon. 
Moise Millaod. 

VoBges. 
Isaac-Louis May. 

Michel Lazare, Land-holder, Charreau. 
Moise May, Land-holder, Neofchateau. 

All the deputies being arrived at Paris, His 
Majesty the Emperor and King was pleraed 
to give orders for the speedy meeting of the assem- 
bly. 

It was by a circular letter of the 13th of July, 
that His Excellency the Minister of the Interior 
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mde them acquainted witk .ilie Ipliaraf'tfliir 
attii^, and the day OB wU«k tlMjr dMNiU oMOt t» 
Ibrm an aaMmbly undor the prandeney of one of 
their memberB. . - . 

The 26th of the flame month was^ the day 6aad . 
Ibr their fint meeting ; but Hie Exfidkney* hating 
wmarked that it haiqienad tQ he on a Satur day , 
sent word to the deputies that if they thous^ 
themselyes bound to abstain fimn every kino of 
labour, on such a day, they were at liberty to ad^ 
joum their first meeting. 

The deputies, howerer, widuuK to prove 1^ 
they observe faithfully their antient laws, winch 
command, above all things, a prompt obedience 
to all orders whatever £pam their sovereign, have 
fulfilled, on that very dny, SOth of July, diem, 
tentions of His Majesty the Emperor and King« 



This day, the flOth of July, 1808, at eleven 
o'clock in the nKnrning, tibe French deputies cf 
die Jewish persuasion, called to IHuris by die de- 
cree of His Imperial and Royal Migesty dated 
the aoth of May last, have assembled in a hatt 
a^joinii^ the town*hoiise, according to theinvi* 
tatkm contained in the cirenlar kNer of HieEie- 
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ttottenfe^ ^ Miiistnr 6f tltelnttnrior, dftliei^k 



MoratarieB tnd three scratiMers (10); 

In didfer to proceed to these nominatioiis, thl^ 
hijHinihlj has beeM ftrmed under the presidencjr 
w£ M. SohmMMi Lipman, as the iMest littambei'/ 
jMHSted by MM; Moses Levy and HeniyCasM 
Jiuk as 8e»0taiies« 

h began its {moeedlhgs by telling brer drif 
namen of the nmnbers; at the same tilne a sera- 
tiny b^an fbi the nonunatlcm of a president^ 
M* Abraham Fnrtado, having obtained thfe ma- 
jority of votcsi has bem proclaimed president by 
As didost aMOiberA But befikre tsiking tfa« 
chair ho addressed the assembly to retuiii thanfal 
4br the iMMMriar they had litinftrred tapbn hidi^ 
ivaimng them, at the tame time, to avoid tumult 
and dissentions, which too often take place in 
deliberating assemblies; ** A tod experience, h^ 
** said, has too well proved that men, assembled 
*' together in great numbers, oftener bring int0 
** contact their pamonM than their virtues/^ He 
;spoke with the most profound respect, and the 
liveliest admiratkm of the pfbtecting hero who 
igovems us, and invited the assembly to second 

(10)Blltatei choND 16 siMBme tlM noiMRAM t^^ 
takt plsce is Ancli 
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The marnVfy wyUuwdy npphn^' ^i^ 
/q[>eech of its President, and the crien <rf kmgiljm 
HU .JSfi^ieror, A)ii^ live 1k$ Imperial Fmmify^ 
refownded throogii tke halL 

The atieiBiblj haring praceeded «Aenn«A^* 
by wmy of lenitiny, to the iirauiuition ef tMPp* 
iecretarief, MM. Rodfigoes, Jimr. «id Saouiel' 
Avigdoo obteiped the migonty o£ ToCeii 

The Prarident proclaiiiied Aen 
iMd they took their p)aces at the table 
iAg^y. The nomination of icratineert bugim' 
irfhmrorde; MM. Oby Bayem Worms^ThWhj 
dore Orf-Berr, and Emilie Vitta, havinlg dbi*^ 
tained tbe an}<H1ty of totei, the Preodent pro*- 
daimed theo) ecrotin^ers, aad tb^ alio took 
their places at the taUe aoeordingly. * > 

The Booiinations hfm% over, a nMnber pro-' 
peeed to name a dq>atation, with the Pr e a i de n Ui 
at its head, to go to'Saint Clovd, and cany W 
Ae foot of tiie throne the eKpreanon of the sen* 
tinents of respect, love, mid loyalty, Wbi<At 
fparmed the heart of every meniber of the aa i BBitf 
biy towards the sacred person of his ImpeiM 
and Royal Majesty, and to assure the augaM 
fnmarcli, ander whose laws we live, of the ei^er 
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zeal with. which this part of his faithful subjects 
will strive to fulfil the benevolent intentions 
which majr be communicated to them by his 
commissioners* 

Another member said, *' Yes, Gentlemen, our 
^ most ardent wish must be to carry to the foot of 
*« the throne the expressions of our gratitude and 
^^ q£ our dutiful respect ; to take into the august 
'* presence of our. sovereign, the engagement of 
** Airthering, by all the means in our power, the 
^* grand designs which His Majesty entertains in 
M le^paot to us, and to renew our CAthtobefiutfa- 
** fill and devoted toour Emperor, even till death/' 
He concluded by demanding that His Excellency 
the Minister of the Interior, should be requested 
to transmit to HiflLMigesty this wishof the Jewidi 
deputies; and that, in the expectation o£ this 
fiivour, on which the assembly could never set 
too great a value. His Exccfllency would have the 
goodness to express to His Majesty the senti- 
ments which animated the whole assembly* 

A third member read amotion to the same 
purpose ; but as itcontained various articles, the 
assembly agreed, on the proposition of the Presi- 
dent, to put off the discussioa to the next oieet^ 
injt. 

Several members having delivered their opinio 
ons, the assembly agreed to express its wish of 
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being coUectiTelj admitted into the presence of 
his Imperial and Roj^al Migestj, to express the 
sentiments of respect, love, and lo}^lty for his 
sacred person, which penetrate the heart of every 
individual member ; and to take the solemn en* 
gi^emcnt of furthering, by all the means in its 
power, the benevolent and paternal intentions 
l^hich his great soul had conceived, and of which 
the meeting of the assembly was the first pledge. 

The assembly adjonmed to Tuesday next, Q9th 
inst. at twelve o'clock precisely; the Prudent 
closed the sitting, to wait immediately on His Ex- 
cellency the Minister of the Interior, to give him 
the report of the proceedings of the assembly, 
ei its acyoumment, and of the wish it had ex- 
pressed, to be enabled to carry to the foot of the 
throne the expression of the sentiments by 
which it was animated towards the sacred person 
tt His Imperifil and Royal Majesty. 

This first sitting naturally introduces observa- 
tions which will throw a greater light on the several 
acts I am about to record. 

It is not astonishing that at their first meeting, 
the Deputies should have manifested a zeal truly 
enlightened. 

The Prefects had made such a choice as honours 
their discernment, and which will be fi source 
of blessings to the Jews. 

R 
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Attachment to their duties, extensive'knowledgeii 
^ise principles, apd an ardent desire to serve the 
country, characterise the Deputies, and have pnH 
duced these resolutions, to vv^hich they will adhere^ 
of furthering by all the me^ns in their power, the 
magnanimous designs of . pur August Emperor^ 
They are strengthened in these resolutions by a 
wish of proving useful to their brethren, and by the 
praise-rworthy ambition of fulfilling the hopes en- 
tertained of their ability to consolidate, on firmer 
grounds, the happiness arisiqg frcmx om 9^\y cpn- 
dition. 

BychusingM. Furtado of Bourdeaux ibr Presi-> 
dent, a most worthy choice in every respect;, the 
assembly has proved its judicious intentions, and 
given a pledge of the line of conduct it intends to 
follow, 

Portuguese Jews, in general, are, both in theory 
and in practice, far superior to other Jews in the 
habits of social virtues. 

M, Furtado is well known among merchants, 
and has obtained a distinguished rauk among those 
useful writers whq consider accurately their ideas 
and diffuse salutary knowledge. 

And lastly, the qualities of his heart, w*ould, 
without any other merit, amply justify the choice 
of the assembly. 

He has g^ven the first example of zeal ; he en-^ 
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Mutagte and employs for the gtaeral advantage the 
Various talents of the several ikietnbers. 

Many 6the)r8, advantageously known already, 
XkTB also distingliishi^d by their extetlinve know* 
ledge: their cOndilct justifies the opinion enter- 
tained 6f theni, and they honourably deserve all die 
gratittade of their brethren, the esteem and the 
tonsidei^tidn of their contempbraries. 

M. Avigdov, bine of the sectetuies of the assem- 
bly, auttror of several writings in favour of the 
Jews, has every did^y giveil fresh proofe Of his zeal* 

M • Midiel Berr, counceltor at law, member of 
i^everal academies, one of the deputies for the de- 
partmentof XaSem^, author of a pamphlet entitled 
Jtn Appeal to the JuHice of King9andNation$^ftoiak 
trhich I have given ample extracts in this collec- 
tion, continues still to etert all his talents in de» 
fSmce of the rights and intek'ests of the Jews, whom 
he proved, in 1801, entitled to the benevolence of 
aS sovereignls. 

M. Segre, Rab^i, deputy for the department of 
La Stine^ is highly commendable for his extensive 
teaming which he x^ously employs in promoting 
the interests and the wishes of his brethren. 

Other.dcputies have confirmed the hopes con* 
tinned in the letter of M. Berr Isaac Berr, (11) b^ 

r3 
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a remark which proves that this production, pub- 
lished in 1791, has really been productive of some 
good effects. It is very true, as they have advan- 
ced, and I have ascertained the fact, that, in April, 
1803, an establishment was formed in Copen- 
hagen for the instruction of Jewish youth ; that 
at the end of the year 1805, the number of the pu- 
pils was forty ; that, by a public examination, hel4 
in June, 1806, their success in their studies had 
been ascertained; that they had made great pro** 
gress in the Hebrew, French, and German Ian* 
guages, in geography, and in natural histoiy ; and 

in short, that this est^lishment was in a very flou- 
• • • j» . » 

nsning condition. 

A writing published in France at the epocha of 
the first meeting of the assembly, whose acts I am 
now recording, has proved that the Jenish natiou 
in Germany, is greatly indebted to the public esta- 
blishment of M. Jacobson, Privy Councellor of Fi- 
nances at Brunswick, for the instruction of Jew- 
ish youth. 

It is very certain, then, that, to the principles 
containedin this letter, and published|by M.Mi* 
chel Berr, in 1801,' these first advantages are to be 
attributed. The learning and the views of this 
last writer will assist powerfully in the completion . 
of the great work which the enlightened benevo- 
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lenoe of a beloved monarch is preparing to eflfet- 
tuate in the Fiench empire. 

Immediately after the first sitting of the assem* 
hty^ M. Berr-Isaae-Berr published observations 
which afford a new fMtK^f and a new pledgeof his 
praise-worthy zeal. 

M . Lipmann Cerf-Berr has ako contributed 
his ehare, by ideas and reflexions which have ob« 
tainednnivttsal approbation. 

IVf • Baruch Cerf*Berr, emulous of his father^ 
constant zeal, has adopted the sentiments and opi- 
nions of those distinguidied writers, whom he 
quotes honourably, in a publication well entitled 
to notice, and which 1 should introduce in this 
collection, if 1 was not apprehensive that it ' would* 
interrupt too much the account of the sitting ot 
the assembly. 

The works of the deputies I have just mention- 
ed, the zeal of ail, are the honorable pledges of 
their intentions, and prove that they place their 
happiness in their effbrts to deserve the gratitude' 
of their brethren* 

Coidd the French Jews have been assembled to ' 
name themselves their representatives their choice'^ 
could'not have been happier. 

Hie whole of the acts of the assembly has pro- '• 
ved that their interests could not be placed in the 
hands of men better entitled to their confidence 
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Second iSitling^ Jufy 29, 1 806. 

The president opened the sittings precisely at 
twelve o'clock. He named, as Commissioners for 
the maintainance of order, MM,; Kodrigue, sen^ 
Lipmann Cerf-Berr, and Castre, jun. 

One of the secretaries read a letter addressed 
to the President by His Excellency the Minister of 
the Interior, dated the StSth of this month, in 
which he informs him, that " MM; Mole, Portalis^ 
*' jun.and Pasquier, Maitres des Requites^ (12) and 
^ chosen by His Majesty as Commissioners to 
V transact whatever belongs to us, will attend the 
** assembly, this day, at three o'clock, to impart 
*' the intentions of His Migesty the Emperor and 
" King. 

^^ The Minister, at the same time, desires the 
^' President to acquaint the assembly, that, before 
*^ proceeding further, it is necessary to name a 
^' commission, which shall prepare the ground- 
** work of the discussions which are to take place 
'* on the communications which the commissioners 
** have received directions to make/^ 

The President opened the discussion on the 
formation of this commission. 

(19^ Lew officers attached to the Council of State, with fuaaioiis 
neaily UBilarto those of our Mastm in the Court of Chancery. 
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A member proposed that it (ritoold be com* 
fp&ed of twelve members named by the Presi* 
dent. 

Another observed that it would be better, to 
defer forming the commission till the Commis« 
sioneirs ha>e acquainted the assembly with 
th^ nature of the questions which shall be sub- 
mitted to its judgment, in order to select mem- 
bers %9Coniing)y. 

A third thought that, *' even from the contents 
*' of the letter of His Excellency the Minister for 
*' the Interior, it is possible to put off the format 
" tion of the commission till the commissioners oif 
*^ His Majesty have acquainted the assembly witb 
^' the nature of their communications.'^ 
A deputy observed, that, ^^ as several memben 
of the northern dejMutmpnts are not thoroughly 
acquainted with th^ French language, it would 
be proper to name two members to translate fi)r 
<^ them, verbally i|nd literally, the several opinio 
^* ons, that they may/' says he, ^* deliberate with 
*' some knowledge of the subject/' 

The assembly adopted this resolution, and 
the President named MM. L^on Marx and Jo- 
seph Benjamin to translate fpr them. 

These two members acquainted thosie northern 
deputies, who were notsufiiciently acquainted with 
(he French language^ with the [several opinioivt 
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relfitive to the formation of the commission, 
which have been expressed in the course of the 
present debate. 

A member obser\'ed, that, *' as the President 
^' and the members, officers of the assembly^ fMm 
^ naturally part of the commission, twelve mem- 
*' bers added to them, will be sufficient to compose 
" it^\ 

The assembly divided on the question by shew 
of hands, and it was agreed that *^ the commission 
^' shall be composed of twejva members, besides 
** the President and the officers, and that they 
^^ shall be named by the President, after the Com* 
** missioners shall have acquainted the fusembly 
^* with the nature of the questions to be submitr 
^* ted to its opinion, 

A dispatch was brought to the President,directed 
to MM. Mole, Portalis, jun. and Pasquier, MuU 
ires des RequeUs ; it was laid on the table. The 
minutes of the meeting of the 26th were read. 

A member demanded leave to speak, and ob- 
served th^t ^^ our sentiments of loyalty, respect, 
" and love, for the sacred person of His Royal and 
** Imperial Majesty, have not been expressed with 
^^ that warmth and enthusiasm which animate the 
" whole assembly." 
Thif member was reminded that it would be $i 
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difficult task to vtpnm ibom twtlilientai with 
the enthnfliMm thejr excite* 

Another observed that, ill die Joiimalof the mi* 
nates, the number of votes which the President* 
the Secretaries^ end the Scrutineers had obtained* 
had been omitted. 

Tbe asasmblj orderad '^ that the observations 
^ of diese two members should be mentioned in 
*' the minutes, as well as the number of votes al^ 
*• ludedto/^ 

It appeared) firom notes taken of the sitting of 

the 90th) ^ M. Sdomon Lipraonn) as the oldest 

^* member, being Presidenti and MMv Moses Levi 

** and Castro, jun. as the youngest^ being Secreta* 

^ ries) dMit out of ninetf -^fourTOteS) Mi Furtado, as 

^* candidaterferthe Preadency) had obtained suttjr- 

** two, and M» Berr^IsBac^Berr thirty two; that, 

** jfor theoflfoe of Secretaries^ M. L S. Avigdor had 

** obtained forty^four votes, and Mi J. Rodrignes 

«' ibrtj-threet that for that of Scmtineeis, MM. 

<* Olrj^Hayem^Wormsi Theodore Cerf-Berr, and 

M EmilieVitm had obtained, tiie first seventy votasi 

^ thesecondsiaLty^three^anddiethird twenty-nine.'' 

The President named aft e r wards a deputation 

of fifteen members, vis. MM* Berr-lsaac*Ben^ 

lipmanU) Cerf^Berr, Saul Cremieux, Patto, 

jun. Castro, jun. Cad«t Caveassonne, Costan- 

tini, Dnid ZinzheinflMv M^rsr, Sapmsl 'Ibdri- 

s 
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gae&y sen* Momi Levy, Matx, jun. JMdb LazaMi» 
Levy, and Baruch Cerf-Berr, to go and me^ the 
Gommissioiiersof His Majesty^ 

The President then sounded the proceediiiga 
of tht assembly until the arrival of the Gomims^ 
sioners. 

At three o'clock, it was annoonced that the Cdm- 
nussionerB of His Majesty were coming to the as- 
sembly, by a door fitcing that by which the depu- 
ties are admitted. 

Immediately, the fifteen m^nbers of de dqiu- 
tatbn, with the Pnsfdent and kheaffioei^ at tbeiv 
head,wenttoraeetdMms '* ' 

The Commissioners of HisMi^ec^tlEere into>- 
dnoed into the hall^ amidst vepsated acdaavitiona 

mify. The most profound silence succeeded to this 
spontaneoufteiAision; the members remained stand-' 
ing to hear His Migesty^s intentions read. 

M. Mole, Mailre dea Rtquetes^ one of the Com« 
missioners of His Majesty, opened the letter di- 
rected to them which hud on the table, took out. 
the documents it contained, and pronounced the 
following discourse to acquaint the assembly with 
the intentions of His M^festy. 

« 

*' Gfontleiiien, 
** Wa^yu^utty, the En^eiorand King, \ama% 
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^, jBPfitJ,qirC?«wliiiwii<mf w to tfrtfafaet wkatev^ 
f>.telatoi t»^^mj hM tlm dny Kst us to this ^ 
^Veembiy to adqilant j#ki whh Ub uAmtkNiS. 
'^CaUfid tiogct^r 6wki the eitremii^iof tldi tMt 
M aiopure, no #oe AHim^ )io« is, igiibraiit of tbi 
^' qjb^t for whicfa His Msi|}e8ty Inu conVeHAd thit 
''MMmbJjr* Y^iiluhnirit. Tke coHditct of UMby 
^' diiMMlV 1bm»^^ y<fmt pmmamaa hm ekxibtfSii, 
*^ complaints, which have found iMr ttmy to tfa6 
*' foot %ji tfa6 tiAone : these comgiamtk fftee ibiubd»> 
^'edoo ttatk;teA nevertfadbv, Hb Mdfestjr bitt 
^* been satisfied wiA stc^ipiiig the progni s ^ th* 
^^ evil, and he has wished to hear |poa en the teeidl 
^' of providing a teaktdj. You will, bo doobt, 
^^ |»ove wortbyof so tender, so petomid a csondbct; 
^* and yon will feel all the importance of the trast, 
^* tbns reposed in jon, Farfimki co nfftft wi og the 
^ government under which you ttvo as a poii'^ir 
** against which yon shodkd be ofnjmirguntd, yon 
**witt aoust it with yomr etj^erience and ido^ 
•* fiperate with it in all Uie good it nMends; tbilli 
»^ fjba will p Ave thaty blowing die esdaa^le di 
^ all Frenchmen, you do not secfaide younelVeti 
M fifomthe rest of nwnhind. • 

^ The laws which have been ilnpbsed tm tnfi'- 
•« vidwda of your religion have been diffisk^iit in 
^ the aewnpd parts of the world : ofma tfetey btvo 
yfeoen iBtttlod by the interest of thh d>y. B^, 

si 
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" as an •nembly like the present, hm bo precedent 
" in the annali of Christianity, so will yon be 
" judged, for the first time, with justice, and jou 
** will seeyourtateinpvocablj fixedbyaChriatian 
" Prince. The wish fif Hii Mqerty is, that yoa 
*' diould be Frenchmen ; it remains with ym ta 
" accept of the proffered title, without forfcetting 
** that, to prove unworttiy of it, vroold be renonnc- 
** ing it altogether, 

" Yon will hear thequesdons submitted to you; 
** your duty ia to answer the whole tmth on every 
** one of Ibem. Attend, and never lose sight ci 
** that which we are going to tdl yon ; that, when a 
** monarch ^ually firm and just, who knows every 
** thing, and who punishes ov reccnnpeaces every 
** action, puts questions to hissubjects, these would 
^' beequally guilty and blind totbeir true interestSi 
** if they wene to disguise the truth in the least. 

*• The intention of His Majesty is, Gentlemen, 
** that yon should eiyoy the greatest freedom in 
**yourdeliberatioas: your answers will be trans- 
M mittcd to us by your President, when they hav« 
** been put integnlas form. 

** As to ns, our most ardeqt wish is to be able tq 
" report to the Emperor, that, among individual* 
^' of the Jewish persuasion, he can reckon as many 
" foithlnl subjects, determined to cuifonn in eveiy 
"■ thing to die Hwi and to tbe morality, wlwl^ 
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w'Might to fegnlate the eondairt ef all FranA* 
•* men/' 

One of the Secretaries lead afterwards die to}^ 
lowing twelve questknis proposed by die Congtnjis- 
lAoners, 



(^uet^ans proposed to the A$$0mbfy of the Jewi bjf 
the Cymmimoneru named by Hie MajeUy the Em^ 
peror and Kingj tQ tramaet whatever conceme them. 

1st. Is it lawftd for Jews to marry more than * 
one wife? 

Snd. Is divorceallowedby the Jewish religion? 

Is divorce viQid, although not pronounced by 
courts of Justice, and by virtue of laws in coup 
fradiction with the French code? 

3d. Can a Jewess marry a Christian, or a Jew » 
Christian woman ? 

Or has the law ordered that the Jews Amit^ 
only intermarry among themselves ? 

4th. In the eyes of Jews are Frenchmen eon- 
tidered as brethren or as strangers ? 

5th. In either case what conduct does their bw 
prescribe towards Frenchmen no^of their leH* 
fion? 
$(^ Dp die Jews bom in France, and treated 



( 1«4 ) 

hy the law as French citizens, acknowledge France 
astheir Gonotry? 

Are they bound to defend it ? 

Are they bound to obey the laws^ and to follow 
the directions of the civil code ? 

7th. What kind of Police-juvisdiotion have the 
Rabbies amo^ij^^ the Jews? 

What judicial power do they exercise among 
them? 

9th. Are the forms of the elections of the Rab^ 
bies and their police*jurisdiction, regulated by the 
law, or are they only sanctioned by custom ? 

lOlh. Are there professions irom which the'J^wa 
are excluded by their law ? • 

11th. Does the law forbid the Jews ftom taking 
usury from their brethren ? 

12th. Does it forbid or does it allow usury to* 
wards strangers ? 

During the reading of these questions, the as* 
sembly manifested by unanimous and spontaiie> 
ous emotions, how deeply it was affected by the 
doubt which Uie questions seemed to convey^ as to 
the attachment of Frenchmen, following the law of 
Moses, for their/ellow citizens, and for their coun- 
try , and as to their sense of the duty by which they 
are bound to defend it. 

The assembly was not able to conceal the 
emotions caused by the sixth question, in whicliit 



j^wkedif Jieira bom m Fnmct and trmtoiif^ iha 
law as Frtoch citiaetis, aoknowledge France aa 
their coontiy, wd if they aw boupd tadsAiidtit. 
The whole anembly unaausioady exelaiaMd^-— 
Even to deaths 

The reading of the questions beiog ended, the 
Pfesident adthmsedthe following disooona to tfie 
CbnmissioBem of His fttajesty the Emperw and 
King. 

* **• Gentlemen Cemmissionen^ 

^ We have listened with all the attention we 
^ eonld command to the intentions of his Majesty 
^ the Emperor, which yon have jUstcommnnieated 
•* tons. 

^ Chosen by this assembly as the interpreter 
^ of its- sentiments, I must assure you, in the name 
V- of alt those whocomposeit, that, when His M ajes- 
^ ty- determined to call us together in his capital, 
^ in order to farther the accomplishment of his 
^gldrions designs, we saw, with inexprsarihle 
^joy, this occasion of doing away mwy errors and 
^ putting an end tamany pr^udices. 

*«The benevolent intentions of His Majerty 
^ hftM offered us an opportunity, most fcrwd / 
^^ desired this great while, by all honest and en- 
*^ lightened ment>f the Jewish persuasion, residing 
^wFMnMi 
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*^ We had, h<]fwever, but a distant praqiect of the 
^^ epocha which would completely reform habits ' 
^y occasioned by a long state of oppression. Now 
*^ the moment seems almost at hand, and we owe 
** this precious advantage to the paternal goodness 
^^ of His Majesty. It was impossible that his ex« 
*^ alted mind could, even for an instant, entertain 
<< a thought on our situation, without its being 
" materially improved. 

" We shared, in common with all Frenchmen, 
«^ the sentiments inspired by that protecting genius 
*' which had saved this empivefiom therage of par- 
** ty spirit, from the horrors of a bloody anarchy^ 
** and from the ambitious designs of its exterior 
** enemies. 

We could not suppose that after so many be^ 

nefits, it could be still possible for him to acquire 
*^ new rights to our gratitude, or to increase our 
*^ loVe for his sacred person. Times of ignorance 
^^ and of anarchy had always been, for us, days of 
** trials and of misfortune. His Majesty had freed 
^ us from any apprehension as to the return of the 
*^ first of these scourges, the other was chained by 
*^ his powerful hand. His laws, the establish- 
*^ ment of his dynasty, and the return of order, had 
*' calmed all the fears we might have entertained 
*' of a retrograde motion in the» progress of the 
** great science of social economy in Frapce ; we flat- 






'^ tarad MnAinm witli Hm hopii rf fwiigi ii ri fii^' 
^' enjofiag tke tiMrts of so nuinjr U^iMiigS; The 
*^ slow but Bare rq^enerttion iMT Moieefooffbr^ 
*^ duenivikildhive \kmathe result of 6ar new cott- 
^'ditidn. His Miqesty wish^ trt hflston tiie {MMl^ 
^« <Mis momdnts; aiidi thirtagh bis proteotiiig gdod^ 
*' Aessv #e shall enjdy, under his reign, soeial ad- 
*« vailtagesi wbick w4 orakl expetit onl/ frbm i^en* 
^' tnriesttf p^rseveranee^ 

'* It is t&ns (bbt the greMefst of Heroes beedmes 
^' the eommon father of all hii sdbject^; wkatcHrtif 
^^ reUgioH they foUbw^ tie onLj sees in ihum chil- 
^* drta of ttle same tixmifi 

** The enterprise His Majesty undertakes issneh 
^^ as might have betin expected ftom the most 
^- astonishing man whose deeds Wtere fiYist recmtt* 
^^ ed by^history. Methinks I he^ the muse hcrfd« 
^^ ing ker immdrtal burini and tracing <m her ildlu 
** mant tables, amidst so many deeds^ which mkke 
^ this iP^gn so conspicuous, that wtiich the hero of 
» the 1^ has dime td diestiSc^y utterly the barrier 
** raised between nations and the scattered^ n^' 
^« mains of the most tetknt people; 

*^ Such is. Gentlemen Commissioners, the pomt 
^ of tiKw under which w€ consider, witk compla- 
** ceneyi die coilimumcations WS ha^-e received 
^ ft^6m j%m. It. confirms us in the idlea that no 
** practicable good eteapes the penetration of 
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** His Msgestj, wliich can be equalled only by 
^* his goodness, and by the generosity of his heart. 

**' The choice which His Majesty has been pleas- 
ured to make of you, Gentlemen Commutsionen, to 
** convey to us his intentionsi adds a new value to 
^^the favour he intends for the .Jews. The most 
'^ unlimited confidence will reign between us, in 
^l the course of our communications. 

^^ While this confidence pleads some excuse for 

our involuntary errors, it will be a pledge of the 

purity of our intentions. 

'^ Have the goodness, Gentlemen Commissioners, 
M to convey our soAtimentf to His Mqesty, and to 
** assure him that he does not reign over subjects 
** more fiiithf ul« or more devoted to his sacred per- 
'^ son, than we are.^' 

The discourse of the President being ended, 
the Hall resounded with repeated cries of Long liv$ 
the Emperor » 

llie Commissioners of His Majesty have request- 
ed an official receipt for the questions they laid on 
the table. 

It was given by the President. 

Many members manifested their intention of 
delivering their sentiments before the Commis- 
sioners. But they left the assembly amidst the 
cnesof Long live the Emperor f They were conduct*- 
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cd Vj tfaa nnwdeinitatioo wbkh; hlut iotnxiMM 
Ui«m into the hall. > 

ThcasiemUy proceeded aft wr ^ w mb toferm a 
commitiion to pr^MTB the ground work of Ae 
discuMionB, whidt we to take place on the Com- 
imuiioatknu which the ConuniBuonen of Hit Ma- 
jesty have nude to the aMentblj. The Prerident 
names to compote it— MM. Beir-Inac-Berr, 
S^ie, Rabbi, Darid Zinzbeiiner, Rabbi, Abrahmtt 
Atadrade, Kabbi, Jacob Laaure, Jacob GonddianZ 
Berr, Moiee Levy, Rodrignes, Saikrael Jnob 
Gnediglia, Michel Bezr, Baro^Cerf-BBir, and 
LyoD Man. 

Pievioiu to the rising of the aMonblj, the Pre- 
rident observed, that it wasoseless for him to olifc 
serve, that no answer will be sent to the Cottnfaj^ 
rionem, witbont having been prariooafy snlmitt 
ted to the deliberatM»<of the anemblj. 

The Prerident cloaed the ritting at four o^clock, 
and announced to the d^xities that they wiU be 
acquainted, by letters of convocation, with thia 
day and hour «f the next meeting. ''' . 



SiUhtg c/tkt4th»f Amgual, 1906. 



.'i 



The Picetdent iosk the chair at twelve o'ctodi ; 
one of Ute SecreUries read the minntes d thp 
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mMing rftheSOth fff July la^, which parsed withir 
out any objection. 

I The Preadept named MM. May, pf Ppris, Sa^ 
inuelM ittershfeinif and Gfifiipel Levy : as Cmmnisr 
sionen to muutain pfder in th^ assembly. 

Th^PresidinKt read ^ letter fironi His £xoe|(eiiey 
the Minister of tli0 Ipterior, acquainting hipi, that 
His M^^esty tlye Emperpr and King had consentedl 
to admit the afiSeipbly into his presenpe, in a body, 
^henwpr its h4)pnrB shall |>e sufficiently fonvaitt-. 
0d to promise mfne results. The reading of this let- 
ter was Inlawed by f«peated apclaniations of Long- 
live the J^mperor^ ia^g five the Imperial Fomifif. 

The Prendent ijifofned the assemUj that ^ 
fsgiv^iy urottld read the answers which the com- 
mission, naqiied to prq[iare the ground-work of the 
discussions of the assemblyi on the questiom pro- 
posed by His Majesty's Commis8i<Hie|%, had thought 
fit to return tp the three fii^t questipns. He in- 
treated the assembly to remain ffilm during the 
discusHpn, and invited those members who may 
chuse to deliver their s^ntifneate, to give ip their 
names at the table. 

One of the Secretaries r^ad the answer proposed 
by the commission to the first question. M. l^yon 
Marx, one pf the interpreters of the assembly and 
Biember of the commissin^, read the literid trfms? 
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«i<m opened jon ^ first qvMtiDli. 

A member aMDended the tribmie^ a^d 8aid» tfaif 
thovigii tlo imewer ww withia die meaniagpattd 
fienseof tlieb|w,}netthewardiagof itwwMtMtfi 
eaentlyclear* ThePraideiiteMdif toi^dffmdkt 
fopropeeeipi ily etaadf he «mweved in the iMge^ 
five. 

AiNther meodber ezpnewHlhit mqpriiv, iVelllin 
iBUMDber who hiMi jurt mt flowii ihoiild net poiilt 
out in what particulan he fbimd the weedipi^Mt 
pmhoonUer A tUfd ebeerved Ifaafc die F|e«ch 
iPOfd u^ the qne9tiaii, wfaidi means Imwjkl^ men 
pvtieahirly aUi|ded to religioQs law; the answer 
should be n>ade with a Tiew to this msaning, 

*' Npbodyt^'saidanqther, H faanngofleiedtospeali 
»( against die seipBe of the sipiiw prapessd bj the 
«« commissioi), it ought to b^ put: \o the vole.^^ Hds 
pmpositieii was seoondbd, aqd iNit to thevnle; imd 
the answer to die first qnestiqn, wasadap(ts4 idasast 
nnanimously, witfaaot any alteration. 

T)ie answer tu the second qtisstkin wasys ad ,*Mt 
Lyon Marx read, as befove, the translation helwd 
madeof it intci the German kngnage; nooneoAnw 
ingto speak on the answer propoisd by th 
pnenon^itwas put to the Tote, andpasMd 
ponsly. 

'Qneof the seoretarie^ read the niMWii 
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third question ; M. Lyon Marx read the German 
literal translation he had made of it. A. Rabbi 
proposed that whenever principles purely theologi- 
cal should be presented for discussion, his brethren 
the Kabbies should be more particularly consulted, 
^' Is it not evident/' says he, ^^ that if astronomical 
*^ subjects were proposed, you would consult only 
^^ astronomers ? Why then should you not leave to 
*^ theologians, whatever relates to religion ?'' He 
thought that questions of this nature should not be 
determined by the majority of votes. 

I'he President observed to this speaker, that the 
principle of the majority of Totes was inherent to 
tht nature of every deliberative assembly, and that 
it was impossible to depart from it. 

One of the Secretaries read the written opinion 
of the Rabbies, members of the assembly, on the 
third question. 

A member said, that government, in forming 
that assembly, had not comfios^l it entirely of 
Kabbies; it had selected also land-holders and 
other persons known by their hitegrity and by 
their learning; that, on the other hand, the two 
answers were written nearly on the same principles; 
since both acknowledged that Christians were our 
brethren. He thought that the two answers might 
be qpmbined together, so as to make only one. 
A Rabbi expressed as his opinion that the aus\i er 
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did not include all the bearings of the queAfottt • 
he thought that it ^ould contain observations on 
the probable consequences of such marriages. 

A member said that certainly gOTemment should 
be made acquainted with all the obstacles whidi 
stood in the way of unions of that nature. 

Another thought that all the members who 
composed that assembly were sufficiently enlight* 
ened on their religion, to deliver their opinion accor- ^ 
ding to their conscience. He deemed the answer 
of the commission perfectly correct, and demanded^ 
that it should be put to the vote in the same modo 
as the others had been. 

A member declared, that, in questions of thit' 
importance, the Rabbies should be more pardou* ' 
larly consulted, in order to be better fixed in the 
true principles. I 

Another observed, that Rmbbies delivering their 
opinion likeodier membem, must rest satisfied 
with the infiuenoe their profowon gave then, 
without attempting to increase it. 

A Rabbi intrested his fellow«dbctors to disotass 
the question with moderation and dooility, as be-, 
came true disciples of Moses; he declared that* 
he too would stand forth the diampion of rdigion, 
but that he thought it also a duty incumbent upo^ 
him to expose publicly the additions which da-^ 
gradeit, and which he attributed, vrith the celebra- 
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ied Menckkhoh, to the pestilent breath of ^iiper- 
stitioti, which had often shewn itself openly. 

A meoKber said, ^' Me shall fllways heio; the 
^^ Kabbies with pleasure; but their opinion must 
*^ not have more authority than chat bt the other 
" members/^ 

Another addlfd, tiistt i c^AHinissidri having been? 
named tb prepare the answers, and this eemfmis- 
sioti presenting them afterwards tb the assembly^' 
every member was at liberty to deliver his senti- 
ments, smd that,eonsec]|uently,inth€fd6liberaftionsv 
one vote could not have mOre height than anMher; 

A Rabbi said, that, whenever his ftllow^doetorv 
delivered an opinion, they should adduce ptoots M 
support iti and consequently that theasdembly 
stiould not admit conttary c^nions,- unleto sup 
ported by arguments which should refute theirs. 

Several members spuke in support of the answei^ 
proposed by the commission^ and at the same time 
approved the principles laid down by the last 
speaker. 

A Rabbi said, that marriage in a religious act,- 
and that the persons united in wedlock, must be 
of the same religion. 

A member stated that it did not appear to him, 
that this necessary condition is ^jjcpressed in any 
law. *^ The difference of religimi,^^ fiays he, " cer^ 
*^ tainly makes those unions more difficult, but 
^ they cannot be considered as forbidden on that 
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^ 'ttOMMtiit ; it win be rafficietit to poiilt put ^leib 
** obstacles in the answer/' 

Another observed that, since nolaw ibrbadi^jthat 
kind of marriages^ thej must be lawful. 

A men^ber said that the first precept of the law 
is increase and multipfy; that in the sacred writings 
he finds no religious ceremonies relative to mar- 
riage ; that some, indeed, are prescribed in the 
Talmad, but only to enliven the festivity of this 
day, and make it more s^reeable to the iMrried 
couple, to their parents, and to their friends. 

A Rabbi thought that marriages with Chriflk 
tiaitt were forbidden. He requested the assembly 
to consider that when Moses forbad those unions 
with the proscribed nations, he gave, as the mo* 
tive of this prohibition, the fear and apprehension 
lest, by the seduction of women, men should be led 
astray from the the law of the God in whose name 
he spoke ; that, consequently, tlie probability of se- 
duction still existing in unions with other nationSt 
the prohibition still existed likewise. 

Another member spake on the same side of the 
question; he begged of the assembly not to hurry 
the decision, but to give lime to the deputies to 
weigh the q^iestion maturely ; he proiiosed to ad- 
JMBPtt the deliberation to the following flay. 

Another began by reading the four first verses 
#f the lA chapter of I>eutefo&oiny; theft he said. 
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*^ M^liy should we apply to Christians the prohibit 
" tion contained in these verses? Are we com- 
^' missioned to destroy them ? not to give them any 
** quarter? Do they not worship the same God we 
^* adore? Surely if God were to send us a second 
** Moses, far from tracing a line of separation be- 
tween us^ he would tell us — 'Love the Christians ; 
cherish them as your brethren ; unite with them; 
** consider them as children of the same family. 
*' You all acknowledge that they are no idolators ; 
that they worship, as you do, the Creatorof hea- 
ven and earth; that they are your brethren and 
** your benefactors.^ What more is necessar)' to 
** make marriages lawful between Jews and Chris- 
*^ tians? W ill you say that the present Kabbies do 
** not consider them as such ? The answer framed 
** by the commission contains this declaration. 

*^ Great stress has been laid on the domestic in- 
** conveniences \ihich would result from such 
^' marriages; but has a word been said of the great 
*' political advantages they would produce ? If 
*^ both should be put into the scale, could the su- 
" periority of the last be doubted ? Certainly not : 
'* wemust, then, adopt the answer proposed by the 
^' commission, which contains the whole truth.'^ 

T\m opinion was strongly supported by many 
members. 

A Rabbi ansri ered tbat truth must be told, let 
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■tiM> C(Hise(|aencesbe what they maj. He declared, 
•• Ilia opiuion, that marriaf^ frith Christians at« 
not lawiiil. 

A member said that it vould be a diffioott 
matter to come to a resolution, if the question be 
not F^^larlj proposed. He demanded that the 
President should put the first part of it to thevote. 

Several Members demanded the priority fmr the 
answer of the Kabbies, others for that of the com^ 
mission.— ^Some tumult took plaee^ 

A member proposed to adjourn the discussion. 

Another proposed, on the contrary, that the dft* 
bate shoold be closed, and that the assembly should 
proceed to a dividon. 

Another insisted that the assembly could not 
rise till the question was decided. 

Another proposed to suqiend the discussinn ; to 
call the Kabbies to the table, in order to twite thi 
two answers into one, in such a manner, as to con- 
cifa'ate the principles adrauced on both sides of the 
question. 

This proposition was adopted; the President 
suspended the discussion, and pi^epared a neiT 
answer with the anistance of the Kabbies and tlw 
members of the commission. 

After a lapse of three-quartets of an hour, tlMt 
President announced that the diwBwion was re- 
iumed; he read the new answer tu the^thiid qiue- 
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tioa. M. Lyoa Marx traudated it vefbally into 
Gerauin. Th^ question wast called for on every 
side. The President put the new answer to the 
Tote, and it was adopted almost unanimouslj. 
The President then called tor the reading of a de- 
claration which he thought should be affixed to the 
answers: the assembly apprqved it by accLrniation, 
and with shouts of Long live the Umperorf This 
declaration was translated into Cierman by M^ 
Lyon Marx, 

The assembly also ordered that this declaration, 
and the answers to the three first questions, should 
be inserted in the minutes of the proceedings of 
the day, In consequence these four doonmenty 
were annexed to that day's minutes. 

The President proposed afterwards to name a 
^oommission to prepare the ceremonies of a festival 
to be celebrated in the synagogues, on the lAth of 
August nextfTn commemoration of His Majesty's 
birthday, and of the re«-establishment of religiou3 
worship, as one of the greatest blessings of hia 
leign. 

The assembly adoptied this proposition unanif* 
monsly, and the President named as Commission- 
ers to prepare this festival, MM. J, Kodrigues, si.u« 
pf La Gironde; Gumpel Levy, of Nancy, May, 
jun, of Parisi Sabaton Constantini, of Marseilk$| 
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jiad AklVB Sckma), of Fun,4rk* an tjn—ill 
with the AdmiaiH nton of SjiiagogiMi. 

A raombflr wmimM the SMeably thit in liia 
•htiigof theSSth of inly, be madeapAfMMga 
■najogonstothis nibgect, the dimnmi af vMA 
ludbeen adjoimied to another Meiillng. hi As* 
mandedtliatitehoaldtenoirlriWIillWwlJllilll'i 
atkm. 

The Picrident refenad tha pi afoiit i oili of lUl 
mnifaerta the Conmiaaonen, whne lapmtwMdl 
baiaoeirad at the nan maetiaK. vMoh tha Vmi- 
d^ ftied ior Thandajr tha 7tb,iM«aat. UN 
rittiagofaiaadat half put A<«. 



]>MiaM<iM adifM tjr </U AmtmU/, tat tb 
^AuMnlaeia tlt»>>nf OantiMUL 

DBClAHATIOa. 

ReadlTed, bj the Fnncb depntieB ptoftenng tha 
religion of Mosee, tfaat the tbUowing Declaration 
dudl preoeda the answers returned to the ques- 
liana lauy a n d by tkaCan^tsMHAtf His In- 
perial and Kofal Majesty. 

*■ ne amtublji, mf i e mk l mlh a imp tarn tf 
"f I a>'*i*i htt, tt^fH, aarl ai>a<»w«la«i fir U< 
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V sacred perion of his Imperial and Royal Majesty, 
*^ declares^ in the name of all Frenchmen prof essinff 
^^ the religion of Moses^ that they are fully deter^ 
fpiined to prove worthy of the favours His Majesty 
intends for them, by scrupulously conforming to 
^^ his paternal intentions; that t/ieir religion makes 
it their duly to consider the law of the prince as 
the supreme law in civil aiid political matters; that^ 
'* eonsequentbfy should their religious code, or its 
various interpretations, contain civil or political 
commandsi at variance with those of the French 
^ codcy these commands would, of course, cease to in^ 
Jluenee and govern them^since they must^ abave uUf 
acknowledge and obey the laws of the prince. 
** T/iat, in consequence of this principle, the Jews 
^^ haue^ at all times^ consideredit their duty to obey 
'^ the laws of the state, and that, sifice the revolution, 
^^ they, like all Frenchmen, have acknowledged no 
« others:' 
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FIRST QUESTION. 



Is it lawful far Jews to marry more thanonewife? 

ANSWJSR. 

It is not lawful for Jewb to manrj more thanone 
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wife : in all European coantries they confbim to 
thegenetal practiceof marrjring only one. 

Moses does not command expressly to take 
wvend ; bat he dueit not forbid it. ■ He eMnu eren 
to adopt that custom as generally prevailing, sine* 
he settles the rights of inheritance between chilr 
dren of different wives. Although this practioe 
still pro'ails in the East, yet their antient docton 
have ei^oined them to restrain from taking more 
than one wife, except when the man is enabled by 
his fortune to maintain several. 

The case has been different in the West; the 
wish of adopting the customs ttf the inhabitants of 
this part of the worid has induced the Jews to 
rmounce Polygamy. But as several individual* 
■till indulged in that practice, a synod vnu conve- 
ned at Worms in the eleventh centuiy, composed 
of one hundred Rabbies, Hith Guerson at theit 
head. This assembly pronounced an anathema 
against eveiy Israelite who should, in future, take 
more than one wife. 

Although this prohibition was not to last for 
ever, the influence ^ European maiuttn has nnir 
vcfsally levailed. 
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SECOND QUESTION. 



Jk^voretalhteedby the Jtmak Rdig'tonf U^ 
v&m valid whennot pronounced by Courts of Jmtiee 
by Virtue ofLoMt m Contradtcliott with those ^ iht 
FrtnehCodef 



Repudiation in allowed b^ the law of Moses; 
bat it is not ralid if not previously jwonounced 

lb the eyes o( evoy Isndhe, without excep- 
tion, submission to the prince is the first of du- 
ties. It is a prioeiple generally acknowledged 
among them, that, in every thing relating to civil 
or political interests, the law of the state is the su> 
preme law. Before they were admitted in France 
to share the rights of all citiiens, and wlien they 
Ured Dnder a particolar legislation which set them 
at liberty to follow their religious customs, they 
had the facility of repudiating their wives; but it 
was ejctremely rare to s«e it put into practice. 

Since the revolution, they have acknowledged no 
other laivs on this head but those of the empire. 
At the epucha when they were admitted to the 
rank of citizens, the Kabbies and the princijial 
Jevrs appeared before the municipalities of their 
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leqwctive places of abode, and todc an o^th to 
conform, in every thing to the law^» and to ac- 
knowledge no otlwr rules in all civil matters. 

Conseqaently they can no longer cmuider aa 
Tidid tfaerepudiatioD pronooncedbythcarRabliies, 
nnce, to make it vatid, it must have been pr^ 
viously pronounced by competent tribunals; for, 
in like manner as by an arrete <rf the Consular 
Government, the Rabbies could not impart the 
matrimonial benediction till it i^ipeared to them 
tbat the civil contract had been pcr fi amed Before 
the civil officer, in like manner they cannot ]ho- 
nounce repudiation, until it appears to iban duA 
it has already been prononnced by a sentence which 
gives it validi^. Su^kmu^ even that the afore- 
aud arreu had been silent on this head, stiD Ae 
nbbinical repudiation coold not be valid; iiv,aii> 
cording to Rabbies who have written «i thri civil' 
code of the Jews, such as Joseph Cano in the 
/OunHkr^ repudiation is valid only, in case thero 
riiould be no opposition of any kind. And as di# 
law of the state would form an (^tpositiMi, in ptrint 
af civil interests — since one of the parties omd^ 
aviul himself or hetself of it hgainst the o^MT^it 
fteoessarily follows Uiat, under the influence of the 
civil code, rabbinical repudiation cannot be valid. 
Consequently, rince the time the Jews hava begtta 
to«atariBftD mgagements before the cii^ofic«« 
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«}i}Il^'«||e bat by a dunblB divorce — that pra^' 
nouBoedbf theMK of tbe Btatet and that prescribed 
tff tkalnrqfMilia; .W tbat under this point of 
vieiTt it 91^ be jwt]f ,affinPBd» that the Jetvish re- 
lIljiDli^pNIMM^.Ibiftialgtct vnth the civil code. 

',...,,. ;...■■■ "^ 

■ . . ■ '.^ ■■ - *,■ 

, flan n'jlfmm' fnw* c^riifimo*^ .« *»* 

C^||iii(Ni».i|a«M^ iTjimlitlKiiilluillifJimllt: 



H«r<j)B(t,Him^»th»J«lir«c»u«B^tiiiii> mn 

y*m tbm>M>l> y .1 , , 

. Tk OR^ iDMnilgls nqiNKlf inbidden tgt tb* 

^, ani)th^.ip^ th» MvfpCaauB«ui mtkiaii, 
i ri t . Ai y w iillli . Mu i l i, Md witb tba E(jptiMif. 
ntj^«!i^j!JP)|:ii«l|«iM<> csnxnwg <be .ifc* 

^ii^lStttiii, W<iwdi«ia DMigiTabi^^ 
BMitiif ibMB mtMHb ""^ ilnM mil mImmI In tfaa 
^ . ■ ■ig i i|i»;g'«p Owigit tbat tbm bat would 

>W * y^ « l> tbtJI<i!in«fcn«lip<a., '4» t» ^jgr 
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lte*,tbepioliibi6oDiBlinnted to the third gien^ir^ 
litm. The profaibitkm in general ^^fie« only t6 
■Btioiu in iddatiy. The Talmnd declares Amm 
Mtllj tbataMxIertt nstioni arenot to be conddend 
M such, li&ce they womhip, like tu, the God of 
bearen bkI earth. And) accoTdingly, there hiM 
been, at several periods, intermarriaget between 
Jem nnd Christians in France* in Spain, and iA 
German J : these marriages ivere sometimes tolera> 
ted, and sometimes forbidden b^ the Ia*s of thosa 
sovereigns, who had receiTed Jews into their do* 
minions. 

Unions of this kind are still found in France; 
bnt we cannot dissemble that the opinion of tho 
Rabbles is against these marriages. According to 
tbdr doctrine, although the religion of Moaea 
has not forbidden the Jews from tntermarryuw 
with nations not of their religion, yet, as marriage^ 
aceotding to the Talmud, requires religious cere- 
monies called ' SGdutchimy with the benediction 
used in such cases, no marriage can be reiigioui^ 
Talid unless theKe'cpreinonies have been perform* 
ed. I'his could not be done towards persons who 
would not both of them con&ider these ceremoniep 
as sacred; and in that case the married ooiyla 
could separate without the r«/^(ot»diTMce; thef 
would then be considered as maiiied eiviily bi^ 
not rtSgioiAfy, 
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^inare indbwd to him themuoBW » J n ^ ms mtk 
ft Chxiitiu* or of n fnnrit1inrhriiitww>njiia 
■^MU CMMic priesta thcai^Mbflt. wo)dd kfhdn- 
^pfDfoil jto vpnction imioiiM' of thifr.kijpd. .tIMI 
BJiJbbiei apknowle^gft, iMwever* tJiat a Jaw, .9^ 
ntuiiM ^ Chrwtini wonan, doe* not oeuiiwit 
that, aecDont, to be coondered ai »,Jew V l# 
bmthna, ai^ ante than if he had nwrried a Je«^ 
ell e>E»% and not reHgwiufy. 



^er the sittings of the 36th and 2flth of Jn^ 
shouM naturally have placed many discoursps, 
some of H'hich, from unforeseen circumstanc&v 
could not be delivered in the assembly. I was 
fcmedi modi agiiiut my intentioB, bjrtbe provof 
inatta:, to notice tliem briefly, as amy b^re be^i 
alreadjr naaaiked; but many persons fafning as* 
pwiaj l it.wnh to see them inserted in this c^lf^e- 
6cHi,.1bin«. bfien indiiced toi accede to iUpn^nt^ 

. WMumWa to db» wdian, and piove Dkbv asai ^ 

iiiii inteiHt of oni bnthren whran tbe^ icpraait, 

and tiuir dnlxAil atfnfwaimt to tbe.w«M govam- 

nMittwhidipiotwtatiwnB. . ^.- . 

I Aall. dm, with plMmv, intvodnoethem hen. 
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I. diaDy in ^ Vke mawiMir, nmi immadMrtc^ 
after each tittiiig, gnre the difiemtt writiiigt tda^ 
tive to the^ueitioiis debated* 



Re/kctUms rf M. Baruch Ceff-Benr, Depmty to 
the Jewish Amemhfy convened at Paris hy Order 
of Hit Majeeiy the Emperor. 

^^ It ia mider the anspieieiis proteptioii of Napo* 
^^ leon the Grctet, of that hero whraoi Prondeace 
has sent in his mercy to r^nerate the French 
empire — ^that hero, equally wonderful by hilfl* 
profound genios and by his promptitude in ex- 
^* ecution, and who was destined to fix irrevocably 
the fiite of Europe, that this assembly was formed: 
it is to our august Sorereign's tender solicitude 
^^ for die weliare of his foithfiil subjects, that we 
^^ aro indebted for the hapfuness of being, for the 
*^ first time, assembled together to represent a 
part of the nation which, differing fiom their fid* 
low citisens in religious opinions, are not snr- 
*^ passed by fhem in love for the sacred person of 
•« our august Sovereign, or in teal for the puUie 
**welfore. 
^ At the same time General and Soldier, pro* 
fosind L^;islator and consummate Politician, 
His Majesty has formed, in his hi^ wisdom, the 
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wf- him ntwhig' thi iiit<rn1iy' nf WBgtftjn 
'•Willi «ii» ^blie mUatimA biiilfa^ t n < il w i 
•« tiion diTorgent ophiiiMi titikli^ gillifAliii, 
** tend to the flame aim duooi^ d M ferea t wajn. 

** Catliolict and Lnthennt, Jevri aad CahWits, 
« iriveninchMd bjr Ittilllk^esfrf «» eUMM^I^ 

«• MMM ftllwrVlia kiraa «» tfaa SM^Mne]|iii||^4tl 
"rigbt ofcalHng tliamtoMeoantlbrtfclirtfj^ 
<*oiis; dwf d^oy IB nfttj tlie aame ri^^ti aiii 
Mi^iplntiM^ ami ifcaM efvdO^ hit paianialatteB- 
" tfiftyHk M^i irt y acteMvkdgaa ii» dliftimiod 
* II II • I I 'III li I r— 1< li n iitijiiii«kaiiiwi«tfe- 




^.^nralalMMl 

«^<ifNi|iolioii. BiBM^mtyhM^Mak^mninait 

^#iAf toaribimftifttiMddiipt f^^ 

M flttiddMI, fcnt aim to put win full eigoyiiienf 

•« (ir tfl tiM ii|^ of F^tadfa^d^ 

** w vuswwt nMWMoaeijf whu wiBgtaBmtTMniin 

- ' •■ ]&iti'«>leb0itf tfie IbenMoleBt^wiNritflliaMa- 
*' jeatyf bovf many nlbnntmnit be mad#f».«»Bfow 
'«1ilaAj|tttiM0Mk ite*tft1»c 6H ttte d !r.CJi#Mi6eeui. 
** e oi i»iitieii<iii B , |MidMel, so'^dMrb^ thetaii- 
•* •■!» i«lifiegt fl^itM* :'«BAr v^kSek we lilre 
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^ writen 4>f oor penuasiDiit and by diitiaguiahed 
^* pemHiB among our brethm, who bave noticed 
^* them long ago, bat who didnot judge them ift«> 
Miperable* 

iui truly under what pretence can a man n« 
fuse hie wholeeufiport to a government whicAiin^' 
iuree him the eiyojrment of hie rights a^ 
property? TheTeneniblefirther,Cer^Berr,piavad 
that Us heart was truly French ; that he knew the 
obligatione whichmen c o ntract inftnning partof 
society, when he sought for, when he oourtad, 
^* the honour of being useful to his country, eiren 
^^ at a period when the Jewish nation was gtoaaong 
^* under an oppressive systenu 

' ' If the tomb which contains the ashes of thoso 
■* virtuous men, who have vnitten, who have 
■^ thought, who have served their country vrith 
^aeal and djsinteiestedness, vrfao have been 
^ ssmght after by sovereigas, who have difibsed 
^ iositrttction or encouraged those who propi^atad 
^ leamiiigr^if the tombs of Blien, of Gmdir, 
^ Humbert, Mendehhon, Aaron^Mayer , of Cerf- 
^ Berr,coald now open, and that their inhabitants, 
^ once more visiting this wodd, could sit widi usin 
^ due %i]^r||stas8embly,how eagerly would they pay 
^ their tribiite of admiration to the benevolent de-' 
^signsofHisMiiJcsty! How zeafoudy would the^ 
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^* contribute to further his regenerating views ! But 
^* why did they enjoy only the dawn of happiness} 
*^ Why are we deprived of their assistance as guides, 
^^ in deliberations whichare to realize our hopesand 
^^ consolidate our happiness ? But if we have, not 
^^ inherited their talents and their extensive learn* 
ing^ we can, like them, boast of hearts truly 
FrencSi. We are animated by the same attach- 
ment to public welfare, which entitles us to the 
'^ confidence of government. Have we not, be« 
'* sides, among us Zinzbeimer, Moses lipmanut 
^^ Eneishem? And who is there among us, who 
** ooold .hoitate to contribute to die gnatwoik, 
bj all the means in his power, when he consi- 
ders that, in the military career, His M qesty has 
indiscriminately placedeag^ and laurels within 
** thereach of our children? That he hasopened for 
them the sanctuary of the law, the temple of arts 
and sciences, manu&ictures, &c. ? Some of our 
^ children are even entitled to our praises, by their 
** eflforts to justify the good opinion His Majesty is 
^* pleased to entertain of us. But how small their 
*^ number is still ! Yet my heart tdls me that the 
Jewish people will prove worthy of the tender 
'* r^ard of His Majesty : and, if wishes and good 
intentions only were wanting, we are all disposed 
to give our brethren that impulse which has been 
rendered necessary by the torpid state in 'which 
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^ we have w long languished ; andmir gMnd fehild- 
^ ren, for I darst indulge in the consoling idea^ 
^^ will one day mark the meeting of this august 
^* Synod, as the epocha of the regeneration of the 
*^ people of God, and will bless the memory of 
'^ those wise and learned interpreters of the law, 
who, by their example, their erudition, their 
virtues, and their writings, have opened for us the 
road to happiness. 
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Discourse al ^ Opening of the general Asseukbfy 
of the Jews^ delivered by M. Lipmann Cerf-* 
Berr, Deputy for the Department of the Upper 
Rhine. 
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An ever-memorable imperial dectee has called 
US tc^therin this hall. I ascend this tribune to 
express those sentiments of gratitude which I 
owe to our august Emperor, and to assure you, 
my dear brethren, of my most inviolable and 
** Jiiost sincere affection. 

** Government has called us round it, as a father 
*' calls his children ; let us prove worthy of the 
** benefit; let us prove worthy of the trust reposed 
«^ IB us; let us prove worthy of ourselves in 
*' entering this hall : let us forget from wheace we 



i& 



•i 



( 1» ) 

^* ciynf; Ifjt-there^benolonger distinction between 
Alsatian, Portuguese, or German Jews. 
'* Scattered on the face of the globe, we form 
. only one people, worshipping the same God, ad- 
*^ hering religiously to the obedience which our 
'* la^ commands' towards the jxiwer under whose 
*^ protection we live ; and this obedience, which, 
^^ towards princes in general, is only the expression 
*' of our duty, is when, paid to Napoleon, tlie 
*• genuine offspring of love and gratitude. AVho 
*' does not feel these sentiments for a benevolent 
and enlightened monarch, equally active in ^lis- 
cov^fing the niisfortunes of his subjects, and in 
applying the proper remedy ? This . union of 
*' w^isdom and goodness particularly distinguishes 
*' the decree by which we are this day assembled. 
*^ It is new for us, it is even unprecedented in his- 
*' tory. No sovereign has ever done what Napo- 
" leon has now affected for the people of God. A 
^' new career is open for us, and the doors which 
^* lead to it are unbarred : all the Hebrews 
'' .residing in this yast empire, and in Europe, have 
*^ their eyes fixed on us. If our cotemporariesex- 
*^ pect their happiness from us, we also must expect 
** to be judged by posterity. Our conduct will be 
" recorded in history; the evil*intentioned watch 
" and observe us ; let us be on our guard, not to 
** afford any hold to their malignity. 
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^ we hw^ nothhi^ to fi^r, iettis get ^ df t)iat 
^ timidirf which has ov^eMome 'tis ernr iiittce we 
'' have Uv^ for ag^ ifi slaveiy. Uris ikty \\i» 
** CSrand Napoleon extends towaidfc ufft his {tower- 
«' fbl, protecting hand; 4iiiat MVe ^ to feiAr W 
«' God and Posterity? 

*^ Let Bs be calm in our disAraMii6tes, wife itt bur 
^ deliberations, attentive and itfittigcttt t6 those 
<* who deliver thfiil* sentiments. We kll meet !here 
^^ with the poreM intehtionn, of this let i^ ttfhpvr 
^^ loose sight, and let this truth, wMdi we idl ac- 
*^ knowledge, plead excise for iHiat evtrmay dickpe 
'^ us in the warmth of debate. 

«' I am the first to lay daitn to thfe ihdV^^shca I 
*' recommend: the time I take ^, ih addiisliling 

you, is precious : you will isxctte me fotr having 

trespassed on it, as t ameotiscioos tf faaiijt^ex- 
*^ pressed sentiments congenild to ybtif b^kh. 

'< These sentimehts have s«l|g68t)^ to me th« 
^^ following outlines of an arrtU Which I hitHft tilt 
** honour of subnutting to ydw jndgmtoi^ 
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^ cles of the imperial decree of the 30th. of Maj 
' last, shall be engraved on a marble tablet to be 

hung up in this hall, during the course of our 

sittings, and to be afterwards placed in th« me- 
*' tropolitan temple of the Jewish worship. 

*^ II. The bust of His Majesty the Emperor and 
^* King shall be placed in this hall. 

'^ III. An address of thanks, expressive of our 
^* gratit|ide, shall be preseuted to His Majesty by 
^^ the whole assembly, 

*' IV, The Saturday next after the 26th of July, 
^* shall, every year, be commemorated as an ex- 
^ traoidiiiaiy ftstival by iiU thA Jtw*. jMiUng ia 
** the French empire. 

** V. The Kabbies, sitting among us, are re- 
'* quested to compose a new prayer, in form of a 
«* benediction, for the welfare of His Majesty the 
^^ Emperor, Her Majesty the Empress, and their 
<' august family, which sliall be solemnly addressed 
^^ to God on that day. 

^' VL A copy of this presept Arrete^ shall be 
^< most humbly presented to His Majesty, with the 
* 'Address of the whole assembly.'^ 
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Discourse of M. Berr Imftc Berr Deputy of th 

Department of La Meurthe. 

" Gentlemen, 
** More than seventeen centuries have elapsed 
** since the ever memorable epooha when, by victo* 
*^ nous and foreign legions, the Jewish people was 
*^ subjugated and reduced from a tributary to a 
*^ servile condition, and scattered by the storm of 
*^ adversity, over the iace of the habitable globe; 
^^ always unfortunate, always persecuted, always 
^' faithfully adhering to the religion of its ances- 
*^ tors, in spite of tortures and of sufferings, it a£> 
^^ fords, to this very day, a striking phenomenon 
^^ incomprehensible to human reason; it stands 
*^ like a column, erect amidst the wrecks of suc- 
^^ ceeding centuries; and while, in tracing the origin 
^' of this people, wereascend to the cradle of man- 
^^ kind, it should seem as if its remains are to 
^^ be preserved uQtil the day of universal destruc« 
*' tion. 

^* Our ancestors, for a considerable time, had to 
** encounter injustices and the misfortunes produ* 
** ced by oppression ; we ought to admire their 
*^ conduct while we congratulate our brethren on 
*^ thm better fate ; we ought, above all, to return 
** our thanks to Providence, who has not suffered 
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'^ that the aged tree should be torn up by the roots, 
^^ though it jhas often pennitted tlmt its branches 
*^ should severely sufier. 

** The Jews have been alternately persecuted and 
degraded as a punishment for their faithful adhe<> 
r^oce to the religion of their ic^ere ; they ceased 
'^ toJiJie considered as men in projMMrticm as they wisIh 
^^ ed to remain Jews. Mixed among civiliBed na^ 
tions, they would hav« proved usrful citizens, had 
they not been prevented by a barbarous policy. 
^' In &ct, humiliation and miisfortunedid often real- 
^' )y degrade ufi. To these baneful causes is to be 
" attributed th« degraded state in which min^f 
^^ of our brethren still Iai^;iu8h in some countries. 
^^ The progress of reason and of justice^ among 
*^ the nations of Europe will put an end tp these 
sufferings; but, during our misfortunes, and inthe 
times of our slavery, religious constancy was not 
the only characteristic of our fathers. The 
'* splendid light of talents, the sacred flante of vir- 
'^ tue, shone among the unfiyrtunate Israelites, 
under the iron-hand of oppression. Oilr annals 
are stained with blood, since the taking of Jeru- 
[^^salem by Titus ; in reading them over, we do not 
i^once meet with a monarch who called to the foot 
of his thnme those who might have been able to 
** help him in relieving the misfoftunes and hea)- 
«« ing the wounds of Israel. 



16 



u 

li 

€i 

I 

Ci 

I 
cc 



(i W7 f 

**W«^l\vei l3innl»beto^setMiii'lMp{riertIiin*: 

*' we live under the salutary influence of philoso- 
*« pfay. andof-reaaon ; under the most astonishing, 
" the mest sublime of legislators and of heroes; 
" under the greatest.of mortal whether conside^- 
*^ed as to fais heart, his virtuesi hir fortune or hfs 
" genius : it is to him that we are indebtedfor tite 
*' unprecedented appeamace' of this assemblj', of 
" which 1 am proud to-fornra part: It is the fint 
*' time, since the fetal epocha of ourmisforttines 
" and (tf our diqwrsion-, tbata monarch oofiTenea 
*'sucfa an assembly, Aiid th^t faethus$hews,inoar 
" &Tour, his regard^fbr the principles of reason. 
" If, afier tberegenetating laws alrrady esistii^ 
" the last traces of oar hmmliation and'of oar i^ 
" veiy are not completely eraimlfrom among iS 
"our brethrenj if - the reprehensible condoct'of 
*' swneof them, still hardened against theseenlight* 
" ened and renorated sentiment^ has occasioniad" 
" Gomi^Bts which have fbundtlftir vraty to tJkb 
"-foot of the throne, yet; on the other hand; ott 
" august monardi deigns to cotutdt and to assoc^- 
" ate, in the views trfrefbrm conceirfld in'fab wiv> 
" dom, the principal persons of theJem, diftiii* 
"-gnidked by their xeal, their leamiag,' and tiMir 
"int^rit^-; it is by acting ia concert ivitlk' at 
"that ha wiAes to bring back aH onr b rrtt i mift 
** k-s*a*eof tMr duty, and to make tbanida vw^ 
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*' thv of the indefeasiable rights of men,of iabje«t8, 
" and of citizens. 

" Wen-ill filial theexpectafionsofHis Majesty; 
"we will undertake with ze^l the noblest task 
** which could be impoGed upon U8» by the lore 
" of our country, of our Sovereign and of bar re* 
" ligion. Who but He could be destined to ac 
'* contplish such designs ? Is he not t)ie only mortal 
*' according to God's own heart, to whom he hat 
** intrusted the iate of nations, because he alone 
" could govern them with wisdom ? lie has car- 
" lied hiB triumphant raglea, Jnto die thrae parte 
*'of the ancient world; he has overcome, as con-* 
** queror,the ancient land of the eternal pyramids, 
M dw scene of our anceston* c^tivitjr; he has ap- 
** peared on the banks of the once sacred Jordan ; 
** he has fought in the valley Sichem, in the plains 
** of Palestine. He alone could conceive this 
" snblime idea to which we are indebted for our 
** being assembled in this place, this idea so well 
«« calculated to do away the last traces of misfbr- 
** tane, of shame, and of that ancient oppression 
" which has ceased first in France. 

** As Frenchmen and as Jewi, then let us indulge 
** all the gratitude which fills our hearts. Let us 
*' swear never to separate these sacred titles: as 
" Frenchmen we will defend the country we love, 
** and «trictly observe the laws of the empire; as 
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** Jew ve win nmain attached to the fhith and til 
" the religion of our anceston: as Jetet And 
" FrcnrAnwnlet vm iwear an inviolable attachment 
!* to onr augnst Eirperof . 

" Let US all together invoke the Almighty, tba 
** God of Annies, the Guide of Kings, terrible in 
*' his judgniMits, and return our grateful thanks, 
** that he has been pleased to pour ittcesaantly on 
*' the great Napoleon the unspeakable treasnret (ff 
*' his grace, of his wisdcro, and of bis might. 

" As to yon, Gentlemen Commissioners, who 
" hare been intrusted with so important and so 
*' interesting a mission, deign to com-ey to govem- 
** ment, and to its august and immortal head, our 
"sentiments and our wishes; assure him of' oar 
** dutiful and profound gratitude, and onr readi- 
" netis to further, by all the means in our power, 
" his boMTolent views and his salutary designs. 

** A noble task has been imposed on ^-ou, (>en- 
" tlemen ; you are here, sent by His M^esty to 
*' communicate to the wwembly the questions snb- 
** mitted to its judg;ment; this mission is for joa 
** an honourable testim(my of the esteem of a So- 
** vereign, who knows how to appreciate talentis 
*' services, and virtue. Reason, justice, and tha 
** love of public weal will guide your steps:' we» 
" too, diall strive to make these the grounds of 
*' our dotifnl cMamoBications. Ha|^|' will be oar 
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** fete, if, on leaving this hall, we carry with mi 
" the heart-soothing consciousness of having con- 
*^ tributed to increase, in the bosom of the general 
" civil society, the number of just, laborious, vir- 
*^ tuous, and useful men ; and in having: assisted in 
'^ doing away the traces of eighteen centuries of 
^* persecution, from among a class of men, who 
<* have always been, and always will be, attached 
*^ to the religion of their fore-fathers ; this new 
'^ benefit will, in future times, mark the most bri)« 
" liant period of our history !" 



Sitting of August 7, 1806. 

The President took the chair at three quarters 
past twehie. One of the Secretaries read the mi- 
nutes of the sitting of the 4th of the month. 

The President demanded if any member had 
any obser>'ations to make on them. 

No one offering to speak, they were put to the 
vote, and adopted unanimously. 

The President named, as Commissioners to 
maintain order in the hall, MM. Auguste Katis- 
bonne, Cadet Carcassonne, and Schawb,jun. 

M. Moses Levy, of Nancy, was requested, by 
the President, to give in the report of the Couimis- 
sion on the answers to be returned to tlie fourth, 
fifth, sixt]i, seventh, and eighth questions. 
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He ascended the tribune, and submitted to tbe 
assembly the diaft of the answer to the fourth 
quiestion. 

M. Lron Marx read the German translatioo, 
and M . Avigdor verbally translated the answer in- 
to Italian. 

A meuibor thought that the answer was consi- 
derably too long, and contained matters quite fo- 
reign to the question; he demanded that it should 
again be referred to the Commission, with direc- 
tions to prepare another. 

' Another member said, that the too great length 
of this answer is not its only fault ; it establishes 
a difference between Portuguese and German 
Jews, which ought to besuppressed; beconcldded 
by supporting the motion of the last speaker. 

A member complained that the Jews of the 
BOrthem departments wereparticularly pointed at 
m the answer; he declared that, in the department 
in which he resided, although a northern one, 
JewB are as much esteemed and as much consider- 
ed as those of the south :. he therefore requested 
that these distinctions should be expunged Iroai 
tiie answer, which, with this alteration, he dioiild 
approve. 

- Another member proposed to refer the draft of 

the answer to another Commission, which should 

examiite all tbe details tt contained, and H i pp re M 

S3 



( 172 ) 

whatever did not immediately fall within the 
meaning of the question. 

Another ascended the tribune ; he laid dowQ 
the principles on which, according to his opinion^ 
the answer ought to be/ramed, and read to th^as- 
sembly the draft of another answer. 

A deputy observed, that the second part of the 
answer only had been the subject of animadver* 
aion ; he therefore proposed to suppress it altoge* 
ther, and to adopt the first part alone, which, by 
itself, fulfilled every purpose. 

This proposition was supported by several mem^ 
|m». The Preadent observed, that when die 
Commission established a ditierence between the 
Jews of the north and those of the south, it only 
meant to rraoark that these last have made greater 
progress in civilization, because tlieir hardships 
were much less than the others ; he thought, in the 
mean time, ^vith the last speaker, that the first 
part of the answer might be adopted by itself. 

The President accordingly read a second time 
the first part of the answer prej^ared by tlie Com* 
mission. He afterwards requested M. Lyon Marx 
to inform, in German, those members who were not 
sufficiently acquainted with the French language, 
that he was going to put to the vote the answer to 
the fourth question, consisting only of the first 
parti which he had just read. 
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AtaunbflrobtaiaedlearetoBpnk; heob«enr«d| 
that, in the circular letter of the flSd of July, id* 
dreaied b; His ExceUencjr the Minister i^ ihe In* 
teiior to all the deputies, mouioii is nude of tbnm 
Scrutineers, who] have been named accordingly. 
He was Burpriied that the assembly should aol 
Tote by ballot, and demanded that that mod* of 
collecting votes should be excltisiTely Bd(^»t«d im 
tiie present discussions. 

The President observed to the last speaker, tk«| 
recourse was had to that mode, (which occaooMl 
greatdelav) only when the shew of hands l^sovi* 
doubt ; but that it was useless when the majodtf 
was evident, 

The same speaker replied, that there was agnat 
difference between deliberations on piiacqMl 
points, and those <hi accesaoiy objects; that,inr 
the last, the shew of hands might be admitted, but 
that the twelve questions, being of the highest im> 
portance, the assembly ought to vote oatheaiowvia 
by way of ballot. 

The order of the day was called for. 

The President put to the vote, by shew oS 
hands, the new draii of the answer to the fooith 
question: it was adopted unanimously. 

One of the Seeretaries read the answer proposed 
^tbeCflwmisaiMi to the fifth qoestioa. M.LywL 
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Marx read it in German, and M. Avigdor trausla^ 
ted it into Italian. 

' A member wished to see an expression altered, 
which was done accordingly. After this correc« 
tion, the President put the answer to the vote, and 
it was adopted unanimously. 

The same Secretary read the answer to the sixth 
question. MM. Lyou Marx and Avigdor transla- 
ted it verbally, the first into German, the second 
into Italian. No objections being made to this 
answer, it was put to the vote, and adopted unani- 
moiidy. 

" Thie President called afterwards for the reading 
of the answer to the seventh question. MM. Ly<i 
on Marx and Avigdor translated it likewise into 
German and into Italian. 

A member observed, that, in the answers to the 
former questions, allusions had been made to the 
order of things previous to the revolution, when- 
ever the case made it necessary ; he thought that, in 
this answer, government should, in like manner, be 
made acquainted with the mode of choosing Rab- 
bies before the revolution, and with that which 
has prevailed since. 

A member said, that a difference should be 
made between the officiating Kabbi who holds 
ike first rank in a Jewish society, and the man 
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kaving only the title of lUbbi, who, althoii|^ 
equally learned as the first, is not distini^uish* 
ed from the rest of the Jews; that, in this last 
point of view, the Rabbi was only an indivi- 
duial, like all others, while in the first instanoe^ 
the Rabbi became entitled to the considerati<M| 
annexed to this rank, only by the votes of those 
who named him, whether simple individuals or 
administrators of charities* 

The board framed a new answer, which was 
also translated into German and into Italian. 

The President afterwards put it to the vote, and 
it was adopted by the majority. 

One of the Secretaries read the answer prepared 
by the Commission to the eighth question. 

M. Lyon Marx translated it into German, and 
M . Avigdor into Italian. 

One of the members observed, that these 
translations contained contradictions, as to the 
functions of Rabbies, and demanded that the mis- 
take might be rectified. 

. Another said, that the answer was not sufficient* 
ly explicit. One of the Secretaries attenipted se-^ 
veral alterations, which he read successively ; they 
were all rejected. The answer was sent back to 
the Commission for revision. 

A deputy mentioned a writing circulated ipnoDg 
the members by a stranger, and whidi had ap 
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(Mifed in sereral news-papers ; he thought thait 
die atfembly should publicly disown the proposi* 
tions it contained* Some members seconded this 
motion ; others called for the order of the day« 
In the midst of the tumult which ensued, a mem- 
ber exclaimed that the assembly should be perfect- 
ly indifierent to writings which did not originate 
with its members. Others maintained contrary 
opinions. 

The President quitted the chair at fire o'clock^ 
and announced the next meeting for Tuesday the 
Mth inat. at nine o'dodL. 

Here follow the answers adopted to the fourth^ 
fifth, rixth, and seventh questions proposed to the 
assembly by the Commissioneia of His Royal an J 
Imperial Majesty. 



FOURTH QUESTION. 

In the eyes of Jews^ are Frenchmen considered 
Off their brethren? Or are they comidered as siran^^ 
gersf 

ANSWER. 

In the eyes of Jews Frenchmen are their bre« 
tfaren, and are not strangers. 

The true spirit oi the law of Moses is consonant 
to this mode of considering Frenchmen* 
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When the Israelites fbrmed a setffed and iiii* 
dependant nation, their law made it a rule for them 
to consider strans:er8 as their brethren* 

With die most tender care for their welfore^ iheir 
lawgiver commands to love them, (13) ** Love ye 
^ therefore the strangers,'^ sti js he to the Israeliteji| 
** for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt/' 

Respect and benevolence towards strangers are 
inforced by Moses, not as an exhortation tO the 
practice of social morality only, but as an obliga^ 
lion imposed by God himself. ** When jfe reap 
*^ the harvest of yotit land^^^ (14) says he to them> 
^ thou shalt not make cleavi riddance of the dor^ 
** ner$ of the field when thou reapestj neither shalt 
* thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest} 
** thou shalt leave them unto the poor and to the 
^ stranger i lam the Lord thy God. (ip) When 
^ thou cuttest doton thy harvest in the fields and hast 
^^ forgot a sheaf in the^eidj thou shalt not go back 

again to fetch it : it shall be for tJie stronger ^ for 

the fatherless^ and the widow : that the Lofd thy 
^ God tnay bless the work of thy hands. (16) T%o^ 
^ shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress Aim* 



(15) Deat z. 19. Lcr. six. S4. Esod. zxii. 91. xiiiL 9- 
(14) Levit xiiii. 93. 

(1ft) Deat zthr. 19. 

(16) £xod. uiL 91. 
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*^ (17) The Lord your God doth execute the judg* 
^^ went of the fatherless and widowj and loveth the 
*^ stranger, in giving him food and rahnent. Love 
** ye therefore the stranger; for ye were strangers in 
** the land ofEgypl.^^ 

To these sentiments of benevoknce tom^ards 
t^e jS/ran^eT) Moses has added the precept of gene- 
ral love for mankind: ^^ Love thy fellow creature 

as thyself.^* 

David also expresses himself in these terms: 
(18) ^^ The Lord is good to all : and his, tender 
mercies are over all his works.^^ This doctrine is 
also profSesfied by the Talmad. 

'* We are bound,'' says aTalmudist, *^ to love as 
** our brethren all those who observe the (19) 
** Noachidesy whatever their religious opinions may . 
*^ otherwise be. We are bound to visit their sick, 
*^ to bury their dead, to assist their poor, like those 
^^ of Israel. In short, there is no act of humanity 
*^ whichatrue Israelite is not bound to perform to- 
" wards those whoobseiTe the NoachidesJ^* What 
are these precepts? To abstain from idolatry, from 
blasphemy, from adultery, not to kill or hurt our 
neighbours, neither to rob or to deceive, to eat only 



(17) Dent 1. t8. 19. 

(18) Psalm, c»lv. 9. 

(19) The prcccpu given by tlic Patriarch Noaht ,^r^ 

•I 
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thiflish trf imimiiU killed ; in shioit, to observe fli» 
rotes of justice ; nnd therefore all the principles of 
our religion make it our duty to lore Frenchmen 
as our brethren. 

A Pagan having consulted the Rabbi HiDri on 
the Jewish religion, and wishing to know in a few 
words in what it consisted, Hillel thus answered 
him : ^^ Do not to others what thou shouldst not 
*^ like to have done to thyself. This/' said he/* it 
** all our religion ; the rest are only consequences , 
•' of this principle/' 

A religion whose fundamental maxims are such 
—•a religion which makesadutyof loving the stran- 
ger-^-wfaich enforces the practice of social virtues, 
must surely require that its followers should Gon« 
sider their fellow-citizens as brethren. 

And bow could they consider them otherwiss 
when they inhabit the same land, when they ari 
ruled and protectei(| by the same government, and 
by the same laws? when they ei\joy thesame rights, 
and have the same duties to fulfil? There exists, 
eve* between the Jew and Christian, a tie which 
Vbundantly compensates for religion— »it is the tie 
oi gratitude. This sentiment was at first excited 
in us by the mere grant of toleration. It has been* 
increased, these eighteen years, by new j^vouri 
from government, to such a degree of energy, that 
pow 9W fitte is irrevocably linked with the com« 
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UMi fiitt <»f aU Freacbmen, Yes* France it oitr 
wuntry; i41 Frenckmen are our brethren, and 
this glorious title, by rnking w in our ownetteem, 
becomes a sure pledge thsit we sl^aU never cease to 
lie worthy of it. 



rUP?V QUESTIOV. 

I» €Uh$r case^ whta Une of condMt 4o€9 tJUir hm 
mrescribe tQworda Frenchmen not (^ik^reltgien? 

Thsliae of oonduot pipscribed towaMli Fieii^« 
plea not of our religicm, is thesaawas that praaori* 
bed between Jaws diemselves; wa adaut of tea 
difference but that of worshipping the Siipranie 
Being, every one in his own way. 

The answer to the prece^dkig question has aacr 
plaitted the line of conduct iraich the law oi Mo» 
ses and the Tafanqd prescribe towards Fr^tichmra 
mt of our religion. At the present time, whea the 
Jews no longer form a separate pec^e, bat eqjqir 
the advantage of being incorporated with the 
Great Nation, {which privily they consider as a 
kind of politieid redemption) it is inspossible that 
ft Jew ^should treat a Frenduqan, not of his ie)i« 
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Do J^^m 6om m Pranc$^ and tnated hy th$ 
miFrrnich cUipmi^ cmmdfmrFffwmamithur emflifrjff 
JlutktjfbaumdteidtfmUiiif itrt ity ip W|rf <o ofty 

4ltf A«iif jMy{ 1/1 £oii/iirMi Xa /itf ifi^wififimit m^A^^imii 

« 

Min Mfh* hiiTe adopted n cooiitvy, who ha^ete* 
ttded mittheM maDj generatiiNi^— who^ orea «a» 
lUr tlie itrtraiat of partkalar Uh« wlash abndftA 
tlMir dvil rigkto, were w ittaehed to it tfait t^f 
pMfefred being debarred fion the adTaatagee 
toiuiian to all other dtiseiii, mthm than liarail* 
cannot but coander themeelyei ae Freachmatt ui 
France; and they consider as eqoaUj sacred and 
honourable the bounden duty ^ deftaiding their 
country. 

Jeremiah, (chapter udx.) exhorts the Jews to 

consider Babylon as their couatey, although they 

were to remain in it only for seventy years. He 

exhorts them to till the gioond, to build heusdi, 

"iespWiandtopla^t* His nwNWBMpdatioo was sp 
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much attended to, that Ezra, (chapter ii.) saya^ 
that when Cyrus allowed them to return to Jenisa^ 
lem to rebuild the Temple, forty-two thou- 
sand three hundred and sixty only, left Baby- 
lon; and that this number was mostly composed of 
the poorer people, the wealthy having remained in 
that city. 

The love of the country is in the heart of Jews a 
aentiment so natural, so powerful, and so conso- 
nant to their religions opinions, that a French Jew 
considers himself, in England, as among strangers, 
although he may be among Jews ; and the case is 
the same with English J«ws in France, . 
- ^ To such a pitch is this sentiment oaiiied among 
thiem, that, during the last war, French Jews have 
Wn seen fighting desperately against otiierJewsi 
{he subjects of countries then at war with France; 

Many of them are covered with honourable 
wounds, and others have obtained, in the field of 
]ionour, the noble rewards of bravery. 



SEVENTH QUESTION. 



Who names the Rabbies? 



ANSWER. 

Since the revolution, the majority of the chiefs of 
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fahiV* naincs'the Kabbi, whetertr there ia'w^nMi- 
cient numberof Jews to maiatain one, after previ- 
ous inquiries as to the morality and kaming of the 
candidate. This mode of electioa is not, how- 
ever, uniform ; it varies according to place, and, to. 
this daj, whatever concerns the elections of Rabbiea 
is still in a stale of uncertaioty. , i 



SiUing 6f the 12tk of August, 'lS06. 

The Preudent took the cliair precisely at elerenw 
He named as Commissioners to maintain order*: 
MM. Bamch Cerf-Berr, Pato, jun. and Michel 
Berr. 

One of the Secretaries read the minutes of the 
utting of the 7th of this month. 

A member said* that it was useless to mentum 
the remarks madeon the difference established be- 
tween German and Portuguese Jews hy the draft 
of the ansn-er to the fourth question. He said it. 
was equally superfluous to insert the remaik mada. 
oa this head by a deputy from a nortbem depart-, 
ment. t 

The President observed, that the minut«i mnpt; 
take notice of whatever is said in the assembly. 

A member called for the order of the day. 
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Anotiitr seconded the niotioBf^ the flnt tpak- 
or. 

A loud cry of Quwtion. 

The Pri>sideDt put th« minntes to the vote, and 
diey were adopted by the majority. 

Oae of the Secretaries read the draft of the Uf 
swer to the eighth question. M. Avigdor transla- 
ted it into Italian, and M. Lyon Marx into Ger- 
man. 

Anumber xeqoeitad lewrato ipeik; beobMib 
v«ft, ibat if in the north moit maniaget were 
'Uessed hf the Rabbieh the caie wsadifinnt in the 
aaaAem d^nrtmants, where than wem bnt few 
Rabbies; and that, even in plaoeilwhen Babbiea 
were maintained, the father, or one of the elders of 
the family, frequently took pleasnre in performing 
himself the marria^ ceremony. 

It was resolved that this remailt should be in- 
serted in the journal. 

A member observed that the words Kingdom o^ 
Jiaift should be added to those of Frausk Empira, 
as the customs of both countries were similar. 

The President had the words inserted; and, afr 
ter a second reading, the draft of the answer was 
adopted almost unauHnously. 

A Siecretary read the draft of the answer to ths 
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M. I'jvn Marx translated it into German, and 
M. Avft^or into Italian. 

A memberrequestedth^vxplanationof apbrase. 

The President explained it for him. 

He then pot it to tiie vote ; it was adopted al- 
most unanimouilj. 

The President ordered afterwards the reading 
of the draft of the answer to the tenth question. 

M. Lyon Marx translated it into Germani an4 
M. Avigdor into Italian. 

No objections being offered, the President pat 
,it to the vote, and it was adopted unanimouslj. 

One of the Secretaries read the draft of the an- 
swer to the Seventh qaestioii. 

M. Lyon Marx translatad it into German, and 
M. Avigdor into Italian. 

A member requested leave to speak, and said, 
that, as this answer explained the text of the d4th 
chapter of Deateronomy, it ought to be especially 
rfcommendedto the attention ofKabbies, who ha^ 
the care of preaching morality, in order that these 
among the Jews who are ignorant of their duty in 
their money transactioos with other Frenchmen, 
should be made acquainted with them, to be Ofk 
their gipard against the temptalimof cupidity. 

The proposition was seconded. 

Another member observed, that Rabbies, ja 
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prraching morality certainly would uot forget this 
essf ntial e\liortation. 

A member ascended the tribuue, and expressed 
liis astouiiitiment that tlie exprefision Law of Mo~ 
ses sliould always be used in t>]ieaking ot' tlie writ- 
ten law. " Ood," said he, " is our legislator, 
»' and we musit consequently say tlieZow of Gody 
" and not the Laic of miosis." JIc demanded that 
the expression should be iillered accordingly. 

Anolher member appeared in the tribune after 
him. He ]i^:aii by prnisii^ the ficnipulous zeal 
of the last speaker, but he did not think that his 
amendment ought to be adopted. " 1 can safely^ 
'* maintain," said he, >' without a wish to offend 
" tlif last speaker, that my parents were, to the 
" full, as orthodox as he can possibly be. Yet I 
" well remember to have heawl lliem say always 
" Torat JIosse,the LoK nf Motes, iuHpeaking of the 
" written law." Jle demanded that the woi-ding 
of the Commission shonid be maintained. 

Some Kabbies delivered their sentimepts in fa- 
vourof the first speaker. 

A member observed, that, wlit>never the ex]»res- 
sion, the Law oj' Muses, occurnKl, it ntis always un- 
derstood to mean the Xrtw of God tnmsmitU-'d to 
the Jews by Moses, lie thought that the be^t 
xt-ay to reconcile the different opinions would be, 
yt insert this explanation in the minutes. 



( »«7 ) 

. This pi«}>oation was adopted. 

ADother member ascended tlie tribmw ana 
qpoke OQ the word ahiha, in the 19tb and SOth 
verses of the 23d chapter of Deuteronomy, which 
means Brother ; he thought that the word bTother 
could be applied only to a feliow Jew. 

A member obserred that this word was not ex- 
clusively ^plicable to men of the same religion ; 
he quoted the 4th verse of the 49th chapter of 
Genesis, where it is used in the more general ac^ 
t:eption atjriendi 

He quoted also the 12th verse of the 15th cliap- 
ter of Deuteronomy, in %vhich the word Hebrew is 
'joined with the word ahiha. Hence he concludetB 
lhat,since the law joined the word //efirewwith that 
of brother, where it meant a man of the sanie reli- 
gion, it clearly followed that, whenever these two 
expressipns M'ere not joined, the word brother had 
a more general acception. He quoted several 
other passages in support of this opinion. 

Another member examined critically the 30th 
verse of the ^3d chapter of Deuteronomy, alread^r 
allnded to. \\4 observed that the nord Nochrl 
''. which means a stranger, had no reference to reli* 
gious belief, but only to the country' or state; 
that the verb tassich, which means td make profit, 
was Bppl!c ible lo the foie'gaer, not to the^e//fw- 
fottnlryman. And that the substantive o/tiAni which 
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means brother, wn to be ta1t«n in thtt aettptxAva 
'«( feltom-eomttrytrusti and not of feilow Jem. {18) 
He observed, that tbe law ms purely political ; 
and that what preceded and what Mlowed proved 
kufiiciently, that profit, and not nsuiy, was meant. 
He concluded by demanding that the answer pro- 
pbaed hy the Commission, which contained new^y 
'the same principles, shoold be pot to tbe vote. 

A member observed that tbis answer bang veiy 
long, it was fit it shoald be read a second time. 

The President ordered the answer to be read a 
wconcl time. 

A Hrobi'obi i i H fe^ thiitftc te iN nBr ww ottwBduft 
hitenift Was latrful; he dedared tlhat interett, <tf 
mj kind, was forbidden bj the law. 

Another member olnerved, that,in1«et,thebnlr 
aHowed of no interest, but that, since the Jews 
have ceased to be a nation, and are become mer- 



(W) Fertbe mtdl^aice of thii put of the debate, we liball irigoia 
here ibe two vcmi nlloded to: 

19. Thou ihalt not Icud upou uaurj to thy brother, tuurj of monej, 
tuUTj of TictHali, uauiy of atij thiag that i» lent upon uinrj. 

90. Unto B itrtu^er thou mByett lend upon imaj, bat unhi Af bo- 
ther thou Kha]t not IiomI upon usmj, that the lout thy Ood nurf bien 
thee in all that thou Mtbai thiue fawid to,ui the land whitho- dun gaot 

It ibwild *eem that the Jewish doctors giTe a difoeat meaning to du 
word iiMuUf tiaoiUted bj wiiry. 
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chants, they hare been allowed to take a maS 
Inofit; that the answer meant a moderate gala 
BTiring from a commercial apeculation, and not 
nsuiiouB interest. 

A member obserred. that, by exptuning this 
idea to the Rabbies, they would percMTe that tlie 
answer was agreeable to the principles of the law. 

Another demanded a third reading of the draft 
of the answer. 

A Secretary read it for the third time. 

A member moved that it should be pnt to die 
tote. 

The Prendent pnt it to to the vote, by diew of ^ 
hands, and it was adopted almost unanimously. 

A Secretary read the draft of the answer to Aa 
twelMi question. 

M. Lyon Marc translated it into Gennaa. md 
M. Avigdor into Italian. 

No objections being made against it, the PresU 
dent put it to the vote, and it passed unaninionsly. 

The President read the draft d an address to , 
H!^ Majesty the Emperor and Kit^, on*the anw- 
Yersary of his birth-day, couched in the fiiilowiiiy 
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To His Majesty the Emperor of the French and 

King of, Italy- 

" Sire, 
'^ Your French and Italian subjects^ whatever 
religion they profess, celebrate this day the an- 
niversary of Your Majesty's birth-day ; all im- 
^^ plore the King of Kiagsin their respective temr 
^* pies that he may be pleased to pour his- most 
*' signal favours on your sacred person, and on the 
august imperial £unily . We, too, animated with 
tbe Nune aeatimfiiitjm i^id,iii)praMiedw^ 
tude still livelier, if posnldey put up our fervent 
prayers to heaven in the same frame of mind. 
Providence, Sire, has given you thjs vut em- 
** pire, to rescue it from the abyss into which it was 
apparently hurried by the selfish views of jar- 
ing fisictions. 

After rendering France illustrious by your 
victories, you have given it peace, the 'first bless- 
ing on earth ; you astonuth the universe, you ex- 
haust admiration by holding up to wondering 
*' mortals the model of the wisest, the most benevo- 
" lent of lawgivers, and of the greatest of heroes. 
" Deign, Sire, graciously to accept, on this day, 
the expressions of those sentiments of profound 
respect, love, and gratitude, towards your sacred 
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^ person, which fill the hearts of your French aivA 
*^ Italian subjects professing the religion of Mox 



.*' ses/' 



'The Assembly received this address with loud 
acclamations of Long live iheEmperaf^ long tiveika 
Imperial family. The President was directed t» 
transmit it to His Excellency the Minister for the 
Interior, and to request, at the same, timeihat Hk 
Excellency would have the goodness to lay it b^ 
•fore His Majesty. 

M. Rodrigues, of La Gironde, ascended thetr^ 
>bune, and gave in the report oY the Commission of 
five, wiio iiad been directed to prepare the cem- 
monies of the festival, to be celebrated on the 
15th, in the Jewish Temple of Rue Sainte»Avoie^ m 
honour of His Majesty's birth day. Hie propoied 
the ten following articles. 

1st. Precisdy at ten o^clock in the momii^ the 
members shall assemble in the hall of meeting. 

2nd. The sitting shall begin by reading the mi- 
nutes of the sitting of the 12tfa, and the President 
shall leave the chair immediately after they shall 
be concluded. 

3rd. At eleven o^clock the deputies, with the Pre- 
sident at their head, shall proceed to the Temple; 
on their entering it, the orchestra shall strike the 
time of Where can a man be better than in tlie boifi» 
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e/hk/amifyf The President shall deliiper a dis- 
coarse analogous to the festival. 

4th. At twelve o'clock precisely au hymn of 
thanksgiving, in honour of His Majesty the Empe- 
ror and King, shall be sung by M. Andrade, ac^ 
companied by a chorus. 

5th. M • Abraham Andrade, deputy of T^ayonna, 
ahall deliver a French discourse, M. /.iiizheimer« 
Rabbi, deputy of the Lower Rhine, a German dis- 
course; and M. Segre, Rabbi, deputy of Verceil, an 
Italian disfx>ar8e. 

Ml Tka ovdiaMm ahall phif • Jjmplmqr of 
Haydn. In the mean time Mile. Caroline Wolf, who 
has bad two brothers this great while in the army, 
the ddest decorated with the star of the kgion of 
honour, the second a lieutenant in the 9d regi- 
ment of dragoons, wounded at Austerlitz, Miles. 
SchmoU and Julie Theodore Cerf-Berr,tbe first ac- 
companied by M. Rodrigue the eldest, the second 
by M. Castro jun. and the third by M. Avigdor, 
shall make a collection in the Temple. 

The produce of this collection shall be distribu- 
ted among the poor of all persuasions; mdshall 
accordingly be divided between the sevenl chari- 
table institutions^ 

7th. The Temple shall be illuminated and orna^ 
mented ^ith garlands and flowers ; the Imperial 
jPai^diaUbe phieed above the Altar^ 
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8th. At ni^t the oatside of iflie Temple shaH 
be illuminated as well as the hall in which tfaa 
assembly meets. 

9th. The President shall give the si^ial of d«- 
partare, and the deputies shall return in- the saaie 
order. 

lOtb. To avoid confiision, carriages diall wait 
in the second yard. 

The assembly approved these dii^MMitions. 

The reporter added, that the Commission bad 
also taken into its consideration the discourse o€ 
M. lipmann Cerf-Berr. His opinion was to ad- 
journ the execution of the Ist, 3rd, 4th, and 5lh 
arttfites of the proposed plan. I'here could be 
but one voice on the wcond article, which exprCM 
cd a wish to see His Majesty's bust in this hall. 
The President was requested to transmit that wish 
of the assembly to His Excellency the Minister 
fo.- he Interior. 

The Presidentquittedthe chair at half pastthree. 
llie answers adoptedby tlw assembly to tbeeighth, 
ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth questions. 



EIGRTH «VE9TI0ir. 

What ptUee JuritdkHom do XoMss* vc^cikt 
c c 
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among the Jews? what judicial power do thetf enjoy 
among them. 

ANSWER. 

Tlie Rabbies exercise no manner of Police Ju- 
risdiction among the Jews. 

The qualification of Habbi is no wliere to be 
found in the law of Moses, neither did it exist in 
the days of the first Temple ; it is only mentioned 
towards the end of those of the second. 

At these epochas the Jews were governed by 
Sankmhrim or tribnnab, A supreme tribuoal, cal- 
led the Grand Sanhedrim^ sat in Jerusalem, and was 
(composed of seventy-one Judges. 

There were inferior courts, composed of three 
judges for civil causes and for police; and ano- 
ther composed of twenty-two Judges, which satin 
|he capita] to decide matters of less importance, 
and which was called the Lesser Sanfudrim. 

It is only in the Misna and in the Talmu 
that the word Rabbi is found for the first time ap- 
plied to a doctor in the law ; and he was common- 
ly indebted for thiit qualification to his reputation, 
and to the opinion generally entertained of his 
learning. 

When the Israelites wei'e totally dispersed, thry 
formed small communities in those places m here 
the^- ijere allowed to settle in certain numbers. 



SometimeB^ in these circumstaiicesi a Rabbi andi 
two other doctors formed a kind of tribunal^ 
named BeUuUy that is, House of Justice; the Rabbi 
fulfilled the functions of judge, and the other two 
those of his assessors. 

I'he attributes, and even the existence of these 
tribunals, have, to this diky, always depended on 
the will of governments under which the Jews 
have lived, and oil the degree of tolerance thej 
have enjoyed. Since the revolution those rabbini<> 
cal tribunals are totally suppressed in France, and 
in Italy. The Jews, raised to the rank of citizens^ 
have conformed in every thing to the laws of thd 
state; and, accordingly^ the functions of Rabbies^ 
whereverany are established, are limited to preach- 
ing morality in the temples, blessingmarriages, and 
pronouncing divorcesi 

In places where there are no Rabbies, th^ Jevr 
who is best instructed in his religion, may, accord-^ 
ing to the law, impart the marriage-benediction 
without the assistance of a Rabbi ; this is attend- 
ed with an inconveniency, the consequences of 
which it certainly would be proper to prevent, by 
extending to all persons, called upon to bless a 
marriage, the restrictions which the consular o^ete^ 
places on the functions of Rabbies in tlus par4 
ticular. 

As to judicial powers, they possess absolutel/ 

c c 3 
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none ; for there is among them neither a settled 
ecclesiastical hierarchy, nor any subordination 
in the exercise of their religious functions. 



NINTH QUESTION. 

Are tli£8e forms of Election^ and that police^judU 
ciai-jurisilictionf regulated by l/ie lawy or are ih^ 
only sanctioned by custom? 

ANSWER. 

• The answer to the preceding questions makes 
it useless to say maofa on this, only i^ may be ie« 
marked, that, eren supposing that Kabbies should 
have, to this day, preserved some kind of potico* 
judicial-jurisdiction among us, which is not Ihe 
case, neither such jurisdiction, nor the forms of the 
elections, could be said to be sanctioned by the 
law; they should be attributed solely to custom. 



TENTH QUESTION. 



Are there professions which the law of the Jews 
forbids the9n from exercising? ^ , 



^^^^^^u>£ 
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There alv none: on the oontrarj, the Talnod 
fvide Ridaschim, ehap. \tt.) expresdy declnrai 
that " the lather who does not teach a profen 
" to hischild, rears him up to be a villain." 



ELBTEIfTH QUESTION. 

Dontke law forbid th» Jewt/rom taking naay 
from their hrtthren ^ 

AHSWBR. 

DeatCTOnony (chap, xxiii. rcrt. 19,) tajm^ 
** thou dialt not lend upon tnterat (21) to thj 
** brother, interat of money, interest of victuab, 
*" interett of any thing that is lent upon interttt** 

The Hebrew word ntcheeh has been improperiy 
translated by the word umry: in the Hebrew laSh- 
gnage it means interttt of any kind, and not kskt*- 
ow interett. It cannot then be taken in the accep- 
tation now given in the word untry. 

It is eren impossible that it could ever have had 
that accept ioq ; for nsury is an expression relatifa 
to, and compared with, another and a lawfid 

(91) Eaclish Translotioo, vury. 
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interest; and the text contains nothing which al- 
ludes to the other term of comparison. What do 
we understand by usury? Is it not an interest 
above the legal interest, above tlie rate fited by 
the lavr? If the law of Moses has not fixed this 
rate, can it be said that the Hebrew word means 
an unlawful interest? The word nechechin thelle- 
brew language answers to the Latin word fienus: 
to conclude that it means usury^ another word 
should be found which would mean interest; and, 
as such a word does not exist, it follows that all in- 
terest is usury, and that all usury is interest. 

What was the aim of the lawgiver in forbidding 
one Hebrew to lend npoa interest to another ? It 
was to draw closer between them the bonds of fra- 
ternity, to give them a lesson of reciprocal benevo- 
lence, and to engage them to help and assist each 
other with disinterestedness. 

The first thought had been to establish among 
them the equality of property, and the mediocrity 
of private fortune ; hence the institution of the 
sabbatical year, and of the year of jubilee; the 
first of which came every seventh year, and the 
other every fifty years. By the sabbatical year 
all debtors were released from their obligations: 
the year of jubilee brought with it the restitution 
of all estates sold or mortgaged. 
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It was easy to foresee, that the different qtiaUw 
tits c ' the gronod. the greater or lesser industry, 
th'' unlowanlness of the seasons, which might af- 
fect both, would necessarily make a difference in 
the produce of land, and that the more unfortu- 
naic Israelite would claim the, assistance of him 
wbo:n tbrtune should have hetter favoured. Mo- 
£t» did not intend that this last should avail him- 
self oi his situation, and that he should require 
from the othvr the price of the service he was soli- 
citing; that he tJiould thus a^ravate the misery 
of his brother, and enrich himself by his spoils. 
It is with a view to this that he says, T%ou thatt 
not lend upon interest to thy brother. But what 
want could there exist among the Jews, at a time 
when they had no trade of any kind? when so lit- 
tle money was in circulation, when the greatest 
equality prevailed in property ? It was, at most, 
a few bushels of corn, some cattle, some agricalta- 
ral implements; and Moses required that such 
■errices should he gratuitous; his intention was 
to make of his people a nation of hnsbandnien. 
, For a long time after him, and though Idumea 
was at no great distance from the sea-shores, inha- 
bited by the Tyrians, the Sidonians, and other na- 
tions possessing shipping and oommerce, we do 
pot see the Hebrews much addicted to trade: all 
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the regulations of their lawgiver seemed designed 
to divert their attention from commerce. 

The prohibition of Moses must therefore be 
considered only as a principle of charity, and not 
as a commercial regulation. According to the 
Talmud, the loan alluded to is to be considered 
almost as a familj' loan, as a loan made to a man 
in want; for incase of a loan made to a merchant, 
even a Jew, profit adequate to the risk should be 
considered as lawful. 

Fonnerlythe word tinirjf carried no invidiouB 
mailing ; it maplj implied any interest whatever. 
The word usury can no longer express the mean*- 
ing of the Hebrew t«i^t: and accordingly the Bible 
of Osterwald and that of the Portuguese Jews, 
call interest that which Sacy, from the Vulgate, has 
called timry. (f22) 

The law of JMoses, therefore, forbids all manner 
of inb^est on loan, not only between Jews, but 
between a Jew and his countryman, without dis- 
tinction of religion. The loanmust be gratuitous 
whenever it is to oblige tliose who claim our assist- 
ance, and when it is not intended for commercial 
speculation. 

We must not forget that these laws, so h gmane and 
00 admirable at these early periods, were made for 

{««) Vide Puffendorff de Juw N alura ao Gentium. 
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a pec^le which then formed a state and held a rank 
among nations. 

I If the remnants of this people^ now scattered 
among all nations, are attentively considered^ it 
will be seen, that, since the Jews have been driven 
from Palestine^ they no longer have had a com>- 
mon country, they no longer have had to maintain 
among them the primeval equality of property* 
Although filled with the spirit of their l^slation, 
they have been sensible that the letter of the law 
could no longer be obeyed when its principle was 
done away ; and they have, therefore, without any 
scruple, lent money on interest to trading Jews, as 
well as to men of difierent persuasions^ 



TWELFTH QUfi^TlON^ 

Does U forbid o#* does it allow to take usury from 
stranger.? 

ANSWER* ' 

M'^e have seen, in tlie answer to the foregoing 
question, that the prohibition of usury, considered 
as the smallest interest, was a maxim of chari^ 
and of benevolence, rather, than a commercial re« 
gulation. In tliis point of view it is equally con- 
demned by the law of Moses and by the Talmud; 

D D 
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are generally forbidden, always on the score of 
charity, to lend ujK)n interest to our fellow-citr- 
zens of different persuasions, as well as to our fel- 
low-Jews. 

The disposition of the law, which allows to take 
interest from the stranger, evidently refers only to 
nations in commercial intercourse w4th us; other- 
^ ise there would be an evident contradiction be- 
tween this passage and twenty others of .the sacred 
writings. 

'' (33) J%e Lord your God hveth the itnmger, m 
** giving hi$m food and rmtmmU; tove ye tk^irefin^ 
** the stranger^ for ye were strangers in the land of 
*^ Egypt. (24) One law shall be to him that lu 
i* home^hom^ and to the stranger. (2S) JETear the 
" causes between your brethren^ and judge righteous^ 
" ly between et^ery man and his brother^ and the 
" stranger that is with him. (26) If a stranger 
** sofourti with thee in your land you shall not vex 
" hipn. (27) Thou shalt neither vex a stranger nor 
** oppress himj for ye were strangers in the land of 
** ^SlfP^* (28) If thy brother be waxen poor^ or 



(SS) Peut. X. 18, 19. 
(S4) Exod. xii. 49, &c. 
(95) Deitt. i. 16. 
(t6) Lev. xii. S3. 

(97) Exod. xxii. 91. 

(98) Lev. UT. ^6. 
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i^fsUlea^ in decay with ih0e^ tkau $kalt then r4iev€ 
'^ him; yeay though he be a stranger ^ or a sojourner J^ 

Thus the proliibition extended to the stranger 
who dwelt in Israel ; the Holy Writ places them 
under the safe-guard of God ; he is a sacred guest^ 
and God orders us to treat him like the widow and 
like the orphan. 

It is evident that the text of the Vulccate, Extra-- 
nei fienaberh^t fratri tuo uMifiBfiaberisy can be un« 
derstood only as meaning foreign nations in com- 
mercial intercourse with us ; and, even in this case, 
the Holy Writ, in allowing to take interest from the 
stranger, does not mean an extraordinary profit, 
oppressive and odious to the borrower. Non &« 
cuisse IsraelUisy say the doctors, usuras immodera^ 
tas exigere ab exiraneisy etiam diviiibus^ res estjjerse 
nota. 

Can Moses be considered as the lawgiver of the 
universe, because he was the lawgiver of the Jews? 
Were the laws he gave to the people, whicli God 
had intrusted to his care, likely to become the ge* 
neral laws of mankind? Thou shalt not lend upon 
interest to thy brother. What security had he, that, 
in the intercourse nhich would be naturally esta^ 
blished between the Jewii and foreign nations, 
these last would renounce customs generally pre- 
vailing in trade, and lend to the Jews without re* 
quiring any interest ? M as he then bound to sa- 

D d2 
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crifice the interest of his people, and to impoverish 
the Jews to enrich foreign nations ? Is it not ab- 
solutely absurd to reproach him with having put 
a restriction to the precept contained in Deutero* 
nomy? What lawgiver but would have considered 
such a Festriction as a natural principle of recipro- 
city? 

How far superior in simplicity, generosity, jus- 
tice, and humanity, is the law of Moses, on this 
head, to those of the Greeks and of the Romans! 
Can we find, in the history of the antient Israelites, 
those scandalous scenes of rebellion excited by 
tfa» liBnhiifiii of enditora towards their ^ddbtoni 
those frequent abolitions of debts to prevent the 
multitude, impoverished by the extortions of lend- 
ers, from being driven to despair ? 

TKe law of Moses and its interpreters have dis-^ 
tinguished, with a praise worthy humanity, tiie 
different uses of borrowed money. Is it to main- 
tain a family ? Interest is forbidden. Is it to un- 
dertake a commercial s|>eculation, by which the 
principal is adventured ? Interest is allowed, even 
between Jews. Lend to the Poor^ s;iys Moses, 
llere the tribute of gratitude is the only kind of 
interest allowed; the satisfaction of obliging is the 
sole recompence of the conferred benefit. The 
case is different in reganl to capitals employed in 
ei^tensive commerce: there, Moses allows the lend- 
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eft to come in for a share of thepiofits of the bor* 
rower; and as commerce was scarcely known 
among the Israelites, who were explosively addict* 
ed to a^cultural pursuits, and as it was carrieid 
on only with strangers, that is with neighbouring 
nations, it was allowed to share its profits with 
them 

It is in this view of the subject that M. Clei9 
mont*Tonnerre made use of these remarkabllk 
words in the first National Assembly : ^* It is said 
^^ that usury is permitted to the Jews; this a8ser«> 
^^ tion is grounded only on a false interprelm- 
^^ tion of a principle of benevolence and fratemitf 
*^ which forbade them from lending upon interest 
** to one another/* 

This opinion is also that of Puiiendorf and of 
other writers on the law* of nations. 

The antagonists of the Jews have laid a great 
stress on a passage of Maimonides, who seems to 
represented as a precept, the expression Anoekri 
tassihj (make profit of the stranger.) Butalthoogh 
Maimonides has presumed to maintain this opinioiii 
it is well known that his sentiments have been 
most completely refuted by the learned Rabbi 
Abarbanel. We find^ besides, in the Talmud, a 
treatise of Macot^ (Perfection) that one of the ways 
to arrive at perfection, is to lend without interest 
to the stranger, even to the idolator. Whatever 
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besides might have been the condescension of God 
to the Jews, if we may be allowed the expression, 
it cannot be reasonably sui>{M)sed that the common 
father of mankind could, at any time, make usury 
a precept. 

The opinion of Maimonides, which excited all 
Jewish Doctors a<;aiust him, was principally con- 
demned by the famous llabbies Moses deGironda 
and Solomon Benadaret, u}K)n the grounds, tirsf , 
that he had relied on the authority of Siftri, a pri- 
vate doctor, whose doctrine has not been sanction- 
ed by the Talmud; for it is a general rule that 
every rabbinical opinion which is not Banctioned 
by that work is cxmsidered as null and void. 
Secondly, because, if Maimonides understood that 
the word Nochri (stranger,) was applicable to the 
Canaanean people doomed by God to destruction, 
he ought not to have conibunded a public right, 
arising from an extraordinary order of God to the 
Israelites, considered as a nation, with the private 
right of an individual towards another indivi- 
dual of that same nation. 

It is an incontrovertible })oint, acconling to the 
Talmud, that interest, even among Israelites, is 
lawful in commercial operations, where the lender, 
running some of the risk of the borrower, b<*comes 
a sharer in his profits* This is the opinion of all 
Jewish doctors. 
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It is evident that opinions, teeming with absnr^ 
dities, and conlrarj to all rules of social moralitf', 
although advanced bj a Kabbi.canno morebeim- 
puted to the general doctrine of the Jews, than 
similar notions, if advanced hy Catholic theolo- 
gians, could be attributed to the evangelical doc- 
trine. The same may be said of the general 
ctiarge made against the Hebrews, that thej-ai* 
naturally inclined to usury: it cannot be denied 
that some of them are to be found, thongh not aft 
many as is generally supposed, who follow thM 
nefarioos traffic condemned by their religion. 

But if there are some not over-nice in this paic 
ticular, is it just to accuse one hundred thousand 
individaals of this vice } Would it not be deemed 
an injustice to lay the same imputation on aH 
Christiansbecause some (^ them are guilty of oia^ 
rj} I -i ■• 



I did not think tit to interrupt the diseussioos of 
the assembly on the answers to be relumed to tha 
questionsproposed by His Koya] and Imperial Ma* 
jesty by mentioning a discourse delivered by M* 
Marg Foy, sen. deputy of the department of tba 
Lower I^ieneeit, on the nature of the aoswera to b« 
returned on the fourth, filth, and sixth qaeBtionSt> 

JM. Marg Foy, in subnntting to the aaaembty 
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bii obMrration on duK. three qnestioiu, wMcli he 
coondend as paiticniaily iot^lsd to^liii t^m- 
tiaat remarked that the animn to be retoni' 
ed to the aogiut Chief (tf thaPteoch NatimMmiit 
to be ibfmded on the lentiinaita which »i*T"fl ** H 
the biaalitei in ooDHiioiv#ith all Frenchmen.^iair 
bnt^nn.. Hq obeerred* that the qaenttons tlie^ 
selTea.rp&ned to the law of the jmnce and to ^ 
vil r^btB) rather than to principles of religkuit 
anditfiat, «|Ccox4iBg to this mode i^ ccmpderiiig 



■* againat our raril rights, and, in thi» case, we 
**:flBmKit more correctly answer to theiai|l of die 
** prince, thanbyexprnsingthose lively sentiments 
** wUrii fin our hearts. And indeed how can any 
" oneof i» reouiniuimovedwbeh we reflect that 
■* w<eh atMidBd iqioa toipve a pledge to VnnsbAea 
"*that'Chefi«lBi«dhw«andfriBndthifi.«hi^tiM)y 
** haTetaHhUbMiBd fernsharcBotlMeaattbeitOwed? 
•* Hoir Adwoiddovriittiatieobe^fitMicaB thought 
*'possibtethatFranceoouldbeindMbraittoiu; or 
** that aconatty«rhich, i«fletnni^aaau£ddb»fr- 
•• fits^liai lAjMiTOd oar oatfatf of fid^ty and lava, 
<^»Wi*,<toiiiiaaMHiilil Qiirs|ii«Bfty;thatthe . 
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** Fr«iiclipeopleGOulcl,iTiBbort,c(Rind«rti9aifonn- 
** ing m particnlttr body within the state I No, such 
** ftdoubt cnnnotexist; or if it has existed, but for 
** boe moment, it must have been doneawaj, when, 
'* by nn ener^tio and spontaneouB impulse, ve 
(* alt together manifested before the Commissioners 
** of His Imperial and lloyal Mi^esty, how dear and 
** sacred France and Frenchmen were to our heartsi 
" Notwithstandingthisconrictiont wemust, nerer^ 
** theless, Gentlemen, give our Sovereign a pledgv 
" of oar sentiments; let us satisfy bis demands. 

** We most give to Frenchmen a pledge of out 
*' sentiments of unionand fraternity: Moeeshimself 
** has pointed out our duties on this head, for he 
** says, to the children of Israel, Thettnmgtr that 
** dveiieth wifA jroM, thatl be unto you at one 
** bont among you, and thorn thalt love htm as (hy- 
** «fi^» /*>* y "*»■* ttrangtra in the land of Egypt" 
** And, Gentlemen, if our divine lawgiver could in* 
** still intbe minds of his people ideas so liberal in 
** fovonr of strangers, what obligations Mould hi 
** have imposed on as, had he foreseen, that at atme 
** fnture period, a part of the Israelites, long time 
** wandering and despised, wopld have found pnv 
** tection and anasylum in that fine part of Enrops 
** called France.' What gratitude would he have 
*' prcMmbed to unfortunate children who til us found 
** mmnmipioaatti land I How strictly would h« 
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'^ baveei\joi]ied towards Frenchmen the indulgence 
1' of those sentiments of affection dictated by na- 
^' ture ! Yes, Gentlemen, our holy prophet, who in 
'^ all his ]aws exhorts to union, to humanity, to the 
*^ love of our neighbour, would have told us— Love 
** Frenchmen ; they who open their arms to you, 
*^ and deliver you from oppression, are your bre-> 
'^ thren ; let vrreaths of friendship and fraternity be 
'* formed of those very fetters of ancient slavery 
*^ in which prejudice had bound you/' 

« We will then say to His Majesty, " Yes, Sire, 
^ we can, according to religious principle consi* 
^ der Enmoeas our eoontrj; share the rights of 
*' citizens of your empire ; follow the dispositions 
^* of the civil code ; and obey, in every thing, the 
^* will of the prince. . Our duty is to defend the ter- 
^' ritory of France, to pay our share of the burthens 
'* of the state, and to use all the means in our power 
^* for the prosperity of the empire. The law of 
^^ God commands whatever is just and good ; it 
'^ never can raise an obstacle to the obedience due 
*' to the laws; for although we have a different 
*^ mode of worship, we are, nevertheless, bound to 
^^ fulfil all the honourable duties which constitute 
" good citizens/^ 

, ^' You see. Gentlemen, that I have considered 
'^ the question as relating to civil rights; I could 
^* have quoted many passages of our holy law, bu:^ 
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■* yon know it as well as me, and I only made use 
** of that pardcalar precept which g^ves the great- 
".est extent to onr gratitude. I shall now submit 
" to you the draft of an answer. May it prove agree- . 
" able to rou 1 May His Miyesty the Emperor and 
*' King find, in the expression of our sentiments* 
" what can never be with him a matter of doubt, 
" a proof of oor inviolable attachment to Fnnc«| 
*' and to his sacred person!'* 

As the answers adopted by the assembly, dififer 
but little from those proposed by M. Marg Foy, I 
hare thought it useless to insert them, as he has 
not thought proper himself to have them printed. 
' I could also mention the answers sent by tha 
Babbies of Turin, by the learned Kabbi Matdo- 
cheeCremieux, of Aix, but they also difier but lit- 
tle from those adopted by the assembly. I shall 
therefore add but one word : the unanimity in the 
principles on which the declarations are grounded, 
will be, to future i^es, one of the strongest testi* 
monies of their tmth, and of the fx>nspicuous loyal* 
ty which dictated the answers to all the questions. 
Gratitude and respect have also produced de> 
monstrationi of a different nature on the day that 
all Frenchmen were called upon to celebrate tiw 
aniuTersaiy of the memomble period which, forthe 
biqiphMMof the world, gave bbth to thtGimtNa- 
lioleni. 
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ft part the whole day of the lAtii 6f AvgHk, iibr 
fnjen, tbankBgivings^aiid.idl the den wu i H ■Jei a , 
of a pure and IiTelj joy, 

M. Kofirigues, of Ui Girondei faMlinptf MMia 
\^ the Cominittee of Five to gitaki hit npo0l«i 
(he mcang bes^ qafcnlated to fi4fil>lQ difutiiMl, 
thaintentioiiioftheasaemhlj. «..m 'f- 

Hegave it in on the IStth of Avgnt. m»A fpmH 
pdopted bj the apeembly as eontaiiuBg the ommm 
best oalcidated to manifest the 'pfutiiflliitB fii|ieil 
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•WhKpkin tite mmmg^ the aeiadMiilN^ 

Vtuftnf'*WHUfisMI^'vi^ Belli ** ' lilP- tHet^pJ^MHse 
titLomg Uve Ae Empnarhant fimn.eriij Mfe, •>» 

The Piesideiit presented t^ thtaeMMiblf air^ide 
m HebiW pomposed by Mt Jt M^tfer on llie Vestit 
Ml of Nafoleok Tiitf Of^T, This ede< was tb^ 
iMited with acplannffiflivi^ by the* assembly. ^'^At 
etofen o^elbek the df^tiee began f heir praesftrion 
Ibr the'gnio4 Syiifigqgne; tb^ WiMusd^idUMioe, 
S* th0 gieatest Mder» with ibe PMdsM at ti^ir 
Ubd; iPheTeriqpIs waionMi|lBiiieA(idtfa|t^^ 
IPhenameof ilefaol^ab, th* fljph iii4 and the same 
^ N4^QtM$ ^niir^i Jj iij M fcis^ ibbie on ef«^ 
side. The ark, which eontmned tbe.book^4li^ 
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I and over-iha^ed by ihnibf 
iwl flowers ; seats were prepared for the President 
■ad the officers of the assembly, for the Kabbiei, 
and some other persona. The deputies formed a 
circle, into which were admitted many Jewish aii4 
Christian spectators, frcnn among the most distiiw 
gaished citiiens. T&e ladies, according to cofc 
torn, had a sqnrate gallery. Order and serenitf 
prevailed every where: every comitenance exfaib 
bited the most heart-felt satisfoction, manifesting, 
<mso glorious, so fortunate a day, our gratitude to 
a monarch, who, amidst so many labours, hasmadb 
Ike fote and the social h^piness of the desoeiMl* 
ants oi Israel the special object of his attcotiaai. 
Ghomsses and hymns b^an the ceremony. Tte 
President, M', Furtado, afterwards delivered a dia* 
coarse, tracing a rapid sketch of the penaooa 
lions which the Jews had to enconntra* daring 
two thousand years, till the epooha when, recatled 
in France to the enjoyment of their civil aiidpolib 
ical rights, they saw the first dawn of thnr com* 
plete regeneration. He concluded by exhorting his 
brethren to bestow the greatest care on the edaea* 
lion of their children, in order to enable them to 
lepay to the country the manifold benefits coniuk 
nd upon them, and those which wen still ia acL 
peotation. Thia discoune of the Preadnt was 
feceiTadyQlhloiidplaadits. .^ 
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MM. Segre, Zinzheimer, and Andnde, Rabbies 
and deputies, delivered sermons: thefirst in 
Italian, the second in German, and the third in 
French. M. Segre clothed the sentiments of a 
nild and persuasive morality in el^ant language.' 
The sermon of M. Andrade was marked by no* 
merous and appropriate quotations from the Holy 
Writ. M. Zinzheimer traced a more detailed pic- 
ture of the dijflferent epochas of Jewish history. 
The same Rabby, in taking from the ark the book 
of the law, and in presenting it round the temple, 
pronounced a prayer for the happiness of all 
Prenchmen, which excited the liveliest emotion. 
Pttlmns and Hjrmns were afterwards sung; and 
when they came to the prayer which Jews are accus- 
tomed to put up, for sovereigns, enthusiasm knew 
no bounds. Cries o{ Long live the Emperor and 
Kingy in Hebrew and in French, proceeded from 
every mouth. Tlios has this festival been render* 
ed remarkable by all the peculiarities which cha- 
racterise the most antient people on earth, blended 
with the patriotic efiiisionsso natural toall French* 
men. During a symphony of Haydn, collections 
were made by Mdlles. Julie-Theodore Cerf*Berr, 
Caroline Wolf, and Schmoll, accompanied by 
MM. Avigdor, Rodrigues, sen. and Castro, juB« 
The produce was distributed among tbe poor of 
all persuasions. 
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Id the evening the syoagogne, and the hall of 
the sittiDg» of the assembly were iUuminated : die 
deputies met afterwardsin private parties, id which 
the health of the Emperor, and of bis august fii- 
mily, were drank with freflh enthuBiaam. 



Tnauiaiion of ike Sermon delivered in Italian ty 
M. S^;re, Rabbi, Municipal Couneellw of Va> 
ceil. Deputy of the Departuteni ofLu Sesia. 

Mj UB, few thou the LoaD and Um Kh^. 

TroT. cbap. skiv. vm, SL 

*' Scarcely were my eye-lids opened to the daw& 
** of this day, when my mind was assailed by tha 
" cronded images of the victories of Monteuotte, of 
*■ the laurels of Marengo blended with palms, of 
*' dieatchievements and triumphs of Aosterlitz. It 
' ' is not then a vain illusion, did I exclaim ! A ni- 
** pematnral genius has really appeared on earth, 
*' surrounded with greatneai and with glory tnfi* 
" nite. / fow in the night visions, and behold one, 
" UUe tke ton of man, came, and there toof gioen Aim 
" domimion, and glory, and a /tingdom. Danid* 
** dwp. vii. venes 13 and 14. 

" Already this day of joy and of universal feati* 
" vity arises in renewed q>laadonr, mariced in in- 
" delibk cfa^n^ctirs by pndomiiuuit stan; p«n 
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'* iind serene above all dap; day for ever blesse^^ 
^* in which Heaven sent unto the earth the great 
" N POLEON enthroned in glory, the restorer of 

piety, of justice, of good order, the father of na- 

tions) the friend j yea, the sincere friend, of peace ; 

the only title dear to his heart, and the most 
^* grateful to his subjects, 

^' Amidst the far-sounding praises of tlie hero, 
*^ amidst the joyful hymns of gratitude offered to 
'* the Eternal for so precious^ so sacred a gift, Ibas^ 
" ten to the Holy Temple, with you, O venerable 
«* Deputies of Fratioeimd of Italy^ Deemed wor-« 
^ thy to be heard among you, permit me to add 
** some reflections to the discourse of our honour- 
^ able President, and to those of the two learned 
^ orators wjio have addressed you before me. Do 
^ not be depressed, if this day I call to your re- 
^membrance our ancient calamities, and that 
** flood of misfortunes which' overwhelmed us be« 
*^ fore we set our eyes on that bow in the cloudy 
^ which is for us a divine token of a covenant of 
** calm and serenity. 

^* Compare, said Moses, the condition of your 
^* flrtheis and mothers, and that of your children : 
^ Remember the days of oldy connder the years of 
^many generations^ (Dent, xxxii. vers. 7.) and 
^' yon will know how to appreciate the invaluable 
^ bfesrings of the new order of things. 
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« The scourge of war, Gentlemen, is usually 
^^ ti*ansitory ; either the wisdom of government 
*^ quickly repairs the losses it occasions, or an ho« 
" nourable treaty soon relieves the people^ and 
brings back peace and plenty. But as to us..... 
as to us P God! the iron hand of op- 
pression under which we lived, or rather groan^- 
^^ ed, for so many centuries, crushed us down even 
in the bosom of peace, and hope itself could af- 
ford no relief by holding the prospect of future 
" deliverance. fVe looked forpeace^ and no peace 
** came. (Jerem. viii. 15.) We were like the leaf, 
*^ which, torn from the parent bough, becomes the 
*^ sport of the slightest rustling breeze, even after 
*^ the rage of the tempest has subsided. And 
'^ where is the man of any nation^ even supposing 
*^ him the most passive, who, on reflecting on his 
*^ situation, on seeing himself thus condemned to 
*^ sloth, and his talents become useless tlirough 
^^ contempt ; where is the man, I say, who, in the 
** bitterness of his anguish, would not renounce 
^^ his native land as his country? Thus did King 
David express his thoughts in similar circum- 
stances : / looked on my right handy and beheld^ 
but there was no man that would know me; refuge 
/ailed me; no man cared for my souL Psaltn 
*' cxlii. 4. 

FP 
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** Thanks be this day to the Mostlligh dispenser 
*^ of all things! Infinite thanks be to the Hero of 
" France, the Solomon of our days ! He looked 
*' down on the cedars of Lebanon; neither did the 
^^ humble hyssop, which grows between rock^ 
'^ among briars, escape his attention: high seated 
'^ on his throne, surrounded with treasures, the 
^' hearts of his people are his sole delight. He has 
^^ for ever erased those ancient marks of shame 
^' and of sorrow, whose baneful influence blasted 
^^ in the bud the most sublime talents, and wither- 
^ ed1]i6 iDMtTirtiioiis hearta. Tb^pBtemal htfod 
** of the moniurch has removed our evils with their 
** cause: he points out to us the road of glory and 
*** of honour, arts, and sciences. O Israel ! no more 
*' shall your tears embitter your bread ; he says to 
• '* us with the pious Jehosaphat, Deal courageously ^ 
^^ and the Lord shall be with the good. 2 Chron. 
« xix. 11. 

'^ Since our mild and heavenly religion recom- 
*« mends labour as an antidote to those vices which 
'* degrade man, and sciences as the worthy means 
^' by which we may arrive at the kuoivledge of 
*^ God, and since the supreme orders of the Her^^ 
*'^ whose wisdom fosters all sciences, are entitled to 
*^ the most religious obedience, what further in- 
*^ ducemeuts do we want? \t'hat brighter exam« 
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** ftes could we have to induce us to start in the 
*' noble career, than tbat of so many wise princeS) 
** so manj brave generals, and men distinguished 
** in every- branch of science? What efforts shall 
** we make to become, by our own talents, useful 
" tv the state, to the country, and to ourselves? 
" Now that our fate is connected with that of the 
" country, our heart is in a manner already enno- 
" bled. Let us embrace, with eagemesK, a happi- 
" ness so long unknown to us; call for arms to de- 
** {end from every insult that country so dear to 
" us. Soon we shall see our sons passing from 
** that state of uneasy Ustlessness which always 
*' accompanies idleness, to that ha^ipy calm which 
** is always produced by the pursuit of usefiil 
" icienes, and by praise-worthy occupations. 
** For thou ahalt eat the labour of thine hands, hap- 
**ptf ahalt ihou be, and it shaU be wtU with thee. 
*' Psalm cxxnii. 3, 

" Were we to receive only temporal advantages 
" firom the political regeneration wrought by the 
** wisdom and clemency of the Immortal Hero, 
** what gratitude coald ever repay such a blessing? 
'* But it goes much further, Brethren ; a safe and 
** pennanent political existence will facilitate to 
" US the practice of all religious and moral nrtne 
" towards God and his creatures ; prefsious viitues ! 
** hardly within mir reach in the state of defodA* 
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^* tion into which we were plunged ! Ennobled, I 
** say it once more, by the career of sciences now 
V opened to them, our sons M'ill find within them- 
" selves powerful incitements ^to virtue. \^ hat a 
" field for instruction, for useful knowledge ! 
^^ Now they will gradually acquire ideas more 
" worthy of God, of religion, of social virtues, and 
*^ of good manners. Such, Israel, such is the des- 
*^ tiny God has in store for thee. There remains 
^^ but one wish for thee to form ; it is to have thine 
^* eyes opened, that thou mayest discern thy true 
^' honour and thy true glory, and that the Afost 
*< High, on whom etery grace depends, might this 
** day deign to enlighten thee. And Kudom and 
^^ knowledge shall be the etability of thy timesi and 
^' strength of salvatum. Isaiah, chap, xxviii. vers. 

*^ Always impressed with a deep sense of the sa- 
** cred duties of love and gratitude, let us renewr 
^^ in this august Temple, before the God of our fa- 
'^ thers, and near that venerable monument of our 
^< ancient splendour, which we glory in preserving 
^^ like the light of gur souls, (the book of the law) 
*^ let us, I say, renew here, in the plenitude of our 
" hearts, those fervent prayers which every one of. 
** us, in the bosom of his fsEunily, addresses to the 
^ Most High, for the preservation of the augilst, 
'^ imperial, and royal house,— -God rae;^ the King. 
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*' Pqwerfol God, Father of Kings, maf onrpra^a 
*' ers ascend to the foot of thj throne. God dt 
" justice, wlio rales the fate of nationfl, who gaTO 
*' this vast empire to a monarch according to thintf 
''own heart, a monarch who is Bbatbst, Wi»> 
" DOM, and Clemency itself, and whose name ia 
<> echoed by&me in aUtbeconntries which thesun 
" vivifies by its rays, preserve him for the hi^ 
" piness of nations, as a minor and a model for all 
*> kings ; preserve him for ns, and for our moat 
" distant posterity, with all that fulness of gloiy 
<• he has acquired by so many titles. May the 
'* scepter ranain for ever in his powerful hand 1 
'* His virtues, his wisdom, his name, that august 
** name carries more dread ip it than the qilendid, 
*t array of his formidable and victorious armies. 
** B/et$t OLordt hii fu&sfonce, andacceptthework of 
'^ Aw handg: tmiU through the ioiifM of them thai 
*f rite agahut him, (uidof them that hate hm, that 
*' tfieyrue not tigtfin, JDvuteiQiioroy, cl)^ vvxiii. 
*f veise 11.". 



TVatuAifton of the Sitrmom delivered in Germam Ay 
3/. Ds(vidZi]izfaf>iiQer,AiMi,i><pH(^/romStii»- 
bouig. 

BtboU my temnt whomlnphoIdiiniDeelMt in whottnif wrfde- 
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the gentflet; he ahull not fiu^ nor be diflconnged till he have let jik%» 
nent in die earth, and the isles ihsll wait for hislaw. I the Lord have 
called thee in rightoasoessy and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, 
and will pfe thee fcr a oovenantoftbe peq>le, for alight of the geiw ' 

Isaiah, chapter xlii. 

** Brcthreiif 
** Assembled here by order of oar incomparable 
^* Emperor and Kiiig Napoleon the Great, 
^ this day is a day of joy, for us such as our natioii 
** bas never witnessed, for which we are indebted ta 
*^ divine favour. 

^* Yet the joy of this glorious day will become' 
^ wVwCTi fCWBI aIhis -a MMh >trft^{tHf -'tnt[ilcfcrimi 
** on yourbearts, if jmi will, with me, briefly com-t 
^ pare the past with the present times, 

^* Thebistmy of tfaeHebrewsisTemaikableabove 
^' that of all other nations, by the vicissitudes of 
** events, the number and the cruelty of the per« 
^* secutions of which this unfortunate people ha& 
*^ be6n tlie deplorable victim or the miserable 
sport, and still more by the unparalled constan- 
cy the immoveable firmness, which they have uni- 
'^ fbrmly opposed to oppression since the fatal day 
** that they were forced to abandon the ]andpro« 
^* misedlto their firthers, to Abraham, Isaac, Jacobs 
^* and to their posterity ; since the destruction of 
*' tha Holy Temple. Scattered over the &ce of the 
^* i^^ we hwre beea wandering from nations ta 
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** n&tioiu, fion kingdmns to kingdona, Witlmlk 
** finding rest or safetf ttnj when; every when 
** we saw enemies rising agunst us, became we 
** remained finthfolto our laws, to those laws wUch 
** the Lord himself gave us by his revelation anddA 
" thunder and bghtning. (£xod. xix. and xx.) 

" Tlie Lord had dengned to taiie us a nalim 
**jTOm thM mitUt of another natiim^ by teM^to- 
** HoiUy btf ngnst andby wonden, attdby wir,tmdbf 
** airngfUyhandtrndhyaHretchedmitarm, (Dea> 
*' ter. ch^. ir. Teru34.) 

"Bat, on the oth«r hand, when ouranoestoi* 
*' proved un^thAd to these }aws, they erperien- 
" ced the effects of the terrible threats the Loid 
** had denounced i^ainst diem (39). 

** Then, Brethren, then, the nations who had 
" not yet received the light of wisdom, these tm- 
** tions said, Come and Ut u* cut tium off frmi^ 
** being a na^en, that the name of leraei titay be n» 
** more in remembrance. Psalm. Ixxxiii. rene. 4.' 

** And in fiict, can any one read the history of 
*' onr nation without shuddering at the nnpamt- 
*' leled series of calamities of every descr^itioa 

(s9) Dnteronoinf, cbapter xiriii. rersc. £4 un) SS. * AaAOt 
'Lord ifadl mtterlbw imoDs all people from the one «nd of team 
■ ercn ntt tfan other;— wMlanKNig tbeat natimn Adi tbofetol^Mk 
-MiilMr«Ulte«*tafilvfaotten*mt.' o^iwi Al*^ 
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H'hich befel our ancestors in France, in Italy ^ in 
Germanj, in Spain, in other lands ? 
But notwithstanding all these persecutions^ 
^* admire, dear Brethren, the miracles and the 
^* power of the Most High : we escape through the 
'^ wrecks of centuries, and Providence has, at last,- 
*' saved us from the total oblivion into which those 
'^ nations had determined to plunge us. Driven 
'^ from one country to another, we always found 
^^ some magnanimous and benevolent Prince whose 
^^ heart 'God disposed to receive us» and allow us 
y.'to wmwn AMhfnl 't^mxrjtim. Cao anj Ibing 
*' shew more clearly the fulfilment of the promi-* 
«<8e8oftheLord?(30) 

*' In the midst of these calamities the Lord^ 
** about three centuries ago, took pity on our suf- 
ferings; he caused the dawn of philosophy to 
enlighten Europe especially, some raj'S of ho]>e 
gladdened our sight, and enlivened our pros^- 
pects ; a dam was raised against the destructive 
'^ torrent of &naticism, and human blood no 
longer drenched the earth in the name of God. 
But persecution did not cease entirely; it was 
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K xxn. verse. 44. " Aod jet for all thmt, when they 
" be m the load of tbeir enemies, I will not cast them away, neither wiU 
" Z sbhor them to destroy them utterly aod to break my corcnants \Tith 
Ibr I am the Lord their God.'' . 
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* referred for other times to see this dawn of hap- 

* pioess ustierin^ in a brilliant morning. Philo- 

* sopliy now diffuses its light over Europe; hearts 
' are now opencfl every where to the mild senti- 
'* ments of philanthropy and of tolerance. 

" Men are sensible that their Creator himself 
" allows every one to worship him according to 
" the light of his reason. O Brethren, consider 
" here the wondnful fovours of the Most High: 
'^ by re-establishing concord among mankind, he 
" has prepared the end of our tribulations and of 
" our misfortunes. If persecution baa not yet en- 
" tirely ceased, because too many men, hurried by 
" baneful habits, which become a second nature, 
*' have refused to open their eyes to the true light 
" of philosophy; if, till now we, have seen only tha 
" dawn of happiness, this dawn will at last usher a 
*' pure and glorious light which will dissipate the 
** last dark shades of ancient prejudices; all hearts 
"will open to the noble enthusiasm of humanity, 
" and we shall see clearly the infinite wonders of 
" theSupremeCreatoraspredictedby Daniel. (30) 
** He has chosen ^ia]M)l€on to place him on the 
** throne of France and Italy; be has chosen him 



(Sl)Duiid, ctup. ii. Terse 31. " Andhtchangctli the tinm tuH tbc 
* MiuoM ; he Kmovetfa kii^ nnd ictKth up Viap : he ghcdi wImIoib 
*' «iwo tbe mm hm) koonMe" to <)>«■> ^"^ bu«r ludnawduii.'' 
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*^ in the waj I have marked in my text. And 
*' we must apply to Iiim what Pharoah ssud to his 
<^ servants, Can we Jind such a one as this is, a 
^^ man in whom the spirit of God is? AVe must aLso 
*^ apply to him these words of my text, I have put 
*^ my spirit upwi him. 

^^ And what -else can we say when we consider his 
^^ wonderful works, his first campaigns in Italy, his 
'^ his Achievements ipAsiaand in Africa, his second 
campaigns in Italy^ and, lastly, his astonishing 
campaigns in Germany, and that ever memorable 
victoiy of Austerlitz, which produced the glori- 
V-oiupefloeofPxeBbarg? After these wonders, oould 
we one moment hesitate to apply to our invinci- 
^^ble Emperor these words of Isaiah : Thus said 
f * ihe Lord to his annointed Cyrus^ whose right hand 
^^ I have holden, to subdue nations be/ore him; and 
'* J win loose the loins of kiiigs^ to open before him 
*^ the twO'leaved gates^ and the gates shall not be 
^^ shut. I will go before thee and make tJie crooked 
*' places straight; J will break in pieces the gates of 
^^ brass^ and cut in sunder the bars of iron. Isaiah, 
^^ chap. xlv. 1 , 2. 

^^ Thus our invincible Emperor overcame that 
" inaccessible mountain, the great Saint Bernard, 
^* to gain the immortal victory of Marengo. The 
*^ Lord straightens all ways before him, and be 
«< rushes on the land of the enemy ; he brealis those 
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** gates of bnus, that strong hold of Ulm surraondi 
** ed with intrenchments. AniDniraierable nestof 
*' enemies occupied the stttJng bold, but as soMi as 
** theLoid'sannointed appeared, the wordsoflsaiah 
*' were fulfilled, " Oiey that war against thee thalt 
** be as nothing, and as a thing o/ nought. Isaiah, 
'* chap. vers. 13. 

" O Brethren, 1 have hitherto pointed out to 
" you only few of his glorious deeds; my voice is 
*' too weak to sing the praises of the migh^. 1 
*' shall ny with David, Mtf heartis inditing agood 
" matter: I ipeak of the things tehick I have tnade 
*' touehii^ the King; my tongue is the pen of q remiy 
" writer. Psalmxlv. 1. 

*' 1 have, till now, spoken only of his militaiy 
" prowess; to celebrate his political virtues, I shall 
*' say again with David, " thou looest righteousness, 
" and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God,hath 
" annointed thee with the oil of gladness above thg 
"fellows. Psalm, xli. 7. Or with Solomon in 
** his Proverbs, T/te King by Judgment e^ablisheih 
"■ the land. It is not only for his own people, 
" but also for all nations, whose eyes are fixed 
" on that monarch, unparalleled in the annals of 
** nations, and, as 1 have said it in my text, tht 
*^ islet shall wait for his law. in thus uniting a& 
" nations he opens their' eyes to their true in- 
*' terests. Wh^eoonldwefindthemodelofsuclia 
ctii 
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*' sovereign? The lloljr Writ says of David that he 
*' imparted jiistice to his people, and heaped fa* 
<< vers on his subjects. 

•* Surely these words are perfectly applicable to 
our august Monarch, who, high seated on his 
throne, keeps his eyes fixed on a small number of 
^' men professing the religion of Moses, and wish- 
^^ es to better their fate and that of their children, 
*^ that they may no longer be exposed to the injns- 
*^ tice of other nations. 

^^ O Brethren, to what height of enthusiasm 
«« must cor gratitude rise tGwards so great, m vir- 
*^ taoni a moniipdi, who tnapa so Mtirf hmmn 
*^ upon us ? The righteovs shall fe in everlasting rem 
^* membrance. Psalm cxii. 6. 

^^ As to UB, caUed together by the great Em)pe- 
^* ror, it becomes our most sacred duty to labout 
*^ Mith strength and unanimity according to his 
^' will, and to further his benevolent views by 
" our co-operation. It is also our sacred duty to 
** offer our thanks to the Most High, who has in- 
*' spired the heart of our Sovereign with the wish 
** of relieving from misery men unjustly oppress- 
*^ ed. Let prayers be poured night and day for 
'^ the preservation of his precious life, for that of 
«* our august Empress, and of the roj^l and im« 
** perial family. 
*^ O God, hear the fervent prayers which our 




*' hearts poor before thee; kt a n^ of diint own 
*^ glory rest oa the hnm of oar aogiut Moamrdii 
** preserve the enpire in all its splmdcMtf ; waA 
** poor thy blessings tm our brethren of every pei«> 
** sunsion. Amem." 



BBNBDICTTOir. 

*' O Gad* Creator of heaven and earth, and of 
«* whatBoerer their vast extent contniiietiii, Kingef 
^ kings, who bast appointed then to rule nadoMy 
*■ among whieh thou hast, in a peetdiar asanner, 
* fitT««ned the French and Italians by giving them 
** n man acoording to thy heart, Napoleom, clatb> 
** ed in i^ry, -whose goodness equals his justice 
** and his mighty ralour, and whose fiune embra- 
" ceth both extremities of the world. Deign, O 
*SLord, to continne the signal fafours tbon hast 
^' belted upon him. Deign, on this day of hb 
** anniversary, to hearken to the prayers of the 
** deputies of France and of Italy, imploing thy 
** blessings on him. Grant him, and to the wmw 
** thy wife of his bosom, the Ehfaesb JosEFKiKa, 
*' and to their august iamily, a long and happy 
*'• life. May they always behokl the French and 
" and the Italians linng in peace and plenty, and 
"losing into prosperity nuder their JUifld&ilmlny, 
" which thou approrest, O Lord. Amen.'* 
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MM. CoI<^;iia, J. Majer, and S. Wittenbeim, 
■en. celebnted that happy day by Odes and 
Hjmns in Hebrew, which are remarkable bypleas^ 
ing sentiments and energetic thoughts, by the 
justness of ideas, the classical elegance of diction, 
and the harmony of versification. 

M. Moise Milland, deputy of Vaucluse, gained 
also much credit by a Canticle in Hebren', replete 
with enei^ and poetical beauties; as did M. Elie- 
Aaron Lattes, a learned Rabbi of Sevigliano, de- 
pu^ for die department of La Stura, by a beauti- 
M. HjBiB mnjnmA w Hi^^ev, and tnuidatad 
into Italian with much fideli^ anddeganoe. 

These wTeral compositions will do the greatest 
honour to their authors, not only among their hte^ 
thren, but aim among the learned of Europe, vho 
are able to understand the originals ; they nill be 
read with pleasure by all lovers of belles-lettres in 
general, and of Hebrew poetry, and more espe- 
cially by those men who see with interest tlie con- 
vocation made by our august Sovereign, with a 
view to impart the advantages and the duties of 
society to a class of men, who bare been sometimes 
degraded, only because they were always oppress- 
ed, and who always reckoned true religion, human- 
ity, and reason, as their auxiliaries against fanati- 
cifin, hatred, and violence. 

I modi regret the impossibili^ of giving my 
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readers the original Hebrew text of these compo* 
flitions; I diall attempt to compensate for it by m 
translation of the nK»t remark^le. 



ODE 

For the Birth-day of Napoleon the GaEATt - 
composed in Hebrew by Si. A. Colojpoa. 

Arise, O Mnse ! and take a lofty flight. Soft'Sounding 
be tny voice, and gnteful to tin ear. My heart indites » 
•ong of tbinga most high. Pour thou grace into my lipa. 

:n. 

My Mul is raised to thoughts immortal. My song is cS 
glory and of wonder. O that my lips might drop as the 
hor>ey-comb at the fouatainsof the sacred springs, cansiiif 
the tongue to flow witli grace, and force, and brilUaiKy, - 

m. 

On the deeds of the mighty will I raiie a song; on the 
deedsoftheherOfChief of men, unmatched in battles. Near 
him the glory of kings fades and -vaniBhes : they bide be* > 
fore him their diminished heads. Their greatness is a thing 
ttf nought. 

IV. 
Which of his deeds shall first inspire the baid i Wef- 
ders ii]>OD wonders art engraved on glory's adamantine 
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t«bl«t ! Numberleu are hu victoriei and countleu his tri« 
wnpbs. Who to each bright orb in the stany heaven can 
aasign a name, or fix a stedfast eye on the fethei of light, 
blazing forth in bii meridian glory ? 

V. 

Early were hie deeds in arma. The hills of Montenotte 
beheld him victorious : Egypt, thatancient land of slaTuy, 
felt the atrengtb of bisarm: Ulra,Maren^,AusterI)tz wit- 
nessed his piowesa, nor weak was there tiie strife of death. 

VI. 
, Bfrtnthqii ihookwilklmwuSage dModnibrliit 
ilTiiir am bii aunies wm humbled. The mighty of the 
earthhavebeiitbeforehim. He hassaid toBationaj,*'Let 
** tbeiebepcace/aadtheuQlTerseisatiesu ' 

vn. 

Finnly on wisdom is bis throne fixed on high; justice 
and truth uphold bis crown. He pours the balmy oil of 
grace into the wounds of innocence ; he heals the galling 
sores of oppression. The proud and the haughty he heeds 
not i they stand silent and abashed before liim. 

VUI, 
He has placed in justice the delight of his heart : un- 
bora races shall hail him Father of his people. By him the 
happiness of nations rests on the tables of the law as on a 
rock. The wreaths of victory adorn his brow^ the gracious 
seatef law-inspiring wisdom. 
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IX. 

Exult, O Fnnce ! quecD of queens ! His powerful itm 
batfa raised thee from the aby*», placing thee over nations ! 
R^oice, O Italy ! thy days ot greatneaa are near ; the hero 
pours his spirit on thee. Raise, O my country, ruae tbt 
song of Joy! Rest and happiness await thee. 

X. 

Hail, bright dawn of gladness ! A Monardi is this daj 
bom unto us ; in this day shall all other days of the yeat 
be blessed ! For a great light arose and shineth upon out 
age i a light of happiness, and distant generations shall b* 
glad and rgoice in it. 

Xt. 
But a voice, like the murmuf of the bree^, whisperedi 
fa) my ear, and saith : Cease the words of thy praise ; Un- 
speakable is his glory, and above thy strength are his deeds; 
too high for mortalman to sing. The nameofhim stsiid- 
eth aloft, proclaiming aloud glory and greatness infintoi 
He is Napoleon. 

XIL 
I said unto my soul, " Repress thy bold flight" Silent 

b my tongue, but high beats my swelling heart, while be- 
fore thy glorious throne I bend my knee, O King beloved I 
in thy goodness I place my trust; weak is my voice, an4 
untaught my song, but my heart is pure and my mind, O 
King, dwelleth in righteousness. 
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xm. 

Kaifif, Brethren, raise the song of gratitude to the 
hero; he hath fulfilled his promiMa to Israel : his promises 
«f peace iuid bappinefs! Thanksgiving he* lovpth not. Let 
tbe niiid of youth be trained to wisdom ! let it be its guide 
in the path of virtue ;. in such deeds his soul delighteth. 

XIV. 
O God, eternal and terrible in thy judgments, bearfcea 
to the Toiee ^ thy people, to the prayers of the children of 
Jacob, pouring their souls at the foot of thy altar, in thy 
■anctuiry: they cry unto thee, Q Lord i Preserve the lile 
of our immmtal iaunoital Emponr j long tmi Imppy b* 
Usdayg. 

XV. 
hngOtai, O Lord* th* happy days ef his betore^ 

■pouse, virtuous among women and glorious among queena ; 
of his motheTi blessed among mothers, for her womb 
brought fenh the hero of the age. As long as the bright 
orb of the nighl shall shed its pale light on earth, as long 
as light itself shall keep divided from darkness, as thou 
didst set it, may the mighty house of Nafoleom flourish 
in i^ndour and in majesty. 
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ODE 

Composed in Hebrew hy M. J. Alayer. 

I. 

My heart i^i troubled within ine, my soul is on fire, hui' 
ried by power lesistlesa : tumultuous feelings confound mjr 
thougliU: wonders strike my eyes* wonders are echo«diD 
my ear^. Tune the lyre of miglity deeds surpassing mor- 
tal. [ wiU raise a^sng to the sons of meD, "Why is thy 
tonguemute? Pule i!> thy cUeek. weak man ! Above tlqf 
Strength is the praise of tlie bera. 

II. 

No mortal eye can look on the fiitherof light when, in 
mid career, buiiiting from clouds and mists, dark rolling oo 
each Birle, he pursues the brigtflness of his steps. The 
gieen hills lift their dewy heads, tha fiowersglittar In tin 
valley, tlie soft gale wafts fragrancy around. 

m. 

Such ifl Natoleon in his career of glory. W«ak *n 
A» bards of present days to raise the song of his bma : loo 
high for thm are his mighty deeds. In wonder their TOieM 
is lost; the untuned lyre drops from their uplifted hand^ 
Thus the sun of wisdom and strength gladdens the world, 
rsing above mortal praise. 

IV. 
Bow gmt tbjr destiny, O Napowok ! WW mb Iw 
■ a3 
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compared with -tfaee among the glory of nations ? Wha 
among renowned warriors, among sage lawgivers, ever 

laiaed his &me near to thine, O first of roorfeal men ? « 

Bright in days of old was the glory of Athens nnd of 
Rome: dim is ibeir light now before thee. On thee the 
eyes of nations are fi^ed ; tl^ey woiider, and bless thy 
name. ' 

V. 

IHiat light of j6y bursts at once on my soul ! It movea 

my heart and agitates my frame. Give, O give, the $ucre4 

lyie— I . must pour forth the gladnesss. of my soul. JEiaiU 

prosperous day ef an immortal birth ! Hail, happiest 

torn. August shall be tb^jiiiblD^ of peace s(n 
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^ To fiiee^longs the dominion of the worlds t|)ou hs^t 
created :*' so sing the celestial seraphs before tlie throno 
of God; ** for thou hast made from nought the world and 
^ its wondciB." To thee, O Napo(,son^ we sing, Rule in 
peace the emigre thy wisdoQi has established. On truth 
and j^istice its gloiy is feupded. Qn king? and heroes thou 
sheddestOybrif^tnCss. Thus, revolving round t|ie &thef 
of light, ptanets gUfcteir vntl| bprronf eel nys^ 

• ^ ■ 

VII. 
Who is like unto thee, O Nafoleoit, in die days of thy 
gloiy, when thougnspest the death-dealing steel, that tlw 
•iUo B«ht rest brM its ItghtDiiur ! Like ihe eaele (vP 
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the nxrk was thy flight over Germany'a plabs. Thy he- 
rots innumerable croudetl around thee ; the thunder of wir 
was in thur handa, canying destruction among the fee. 
Thus the cloud, rising from the ahysa, borne along by the 
western ^nd, daric. vast, terrible, overspreads the blacken- 
ed field. 

VIII. 

My soul abhorretb the snares of the wicked ; their ahafb 
were levelled at thee. They heard the shouts of victory; 
the voice of our rejoicings, and were no more. From dis- 
tant shores the song of peace Wis beard, mingled wiA 
warlike praise. We mourned, like the tender youth la- 
menting the absence of his beloved fitre, and behold be 
comes, high seated on his car, clad with glory. 

IX. 
The earth trembled, but now rests in peace. Far dis- 
tant nations bent beforethe majesty of thy brow. CJ]m> 
Marengo, Austerlitz, the plains of Egypt, beheld the feat* - 
of Napoleon. " Raise altars to the God ef battJea," he 
said, and altars arose fix)m their ruins ; bitterness fled &om 
our hearts, at the dawn of his grace. Happy, happy ue 
tiie children of France. Nations had but a glimpse of the 
star of our pride, swiftly gliding through the mist dnged ' 
with its gloiy. 

X. 

Bards of Israel, let your harmonious songs thrill to my 
soul, that, amidst tlie Voice of nations, tlie fame of the 
ben may be raised in the ancient words of Jacob, the words 
Sfttie youth of our people. ThegrefttNAFOuoii looked 
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down on the children of woe, sport of the proud and of th^ 
oppressor: he gathered them round him like a tender Ei- 
ther: from tlie dust he raised them to stand as a mark of 
his might. Just are his judgments; great and big with 
gladness is the propitious light of his wisdom* Before it» 
the darkening cloud of shame retires^ rolling back on the 
foes of our people, 

XL 
Sons of Israel, children of happy France/ let songs of 
joy mark the birth of your king ! An eagle^ O Israel^ 
shelters thee undtr his wings. Hills and mountains melt 
before him ; he raiseth and keepeth thee on high : joy and 
comfort fill thy heart ; to the noble cbie& of thy tribes he 
jmparteth knowledge and wisdom. The gloiy of Isnel 
letiiroeth; dodie thyself with ghdness and strength. The 
stormy cloud of misfortunes has retired behind the hills. 
The proud race of ancient France joins their friendly hand^ 
with dieir brethren of IsraeL 

xn. 

Exult, O my country ! Thy ships, big with riches^ 
shall fly to distant shores ; the bright day of happiness 
shall enliven thy fruitful plains; plenty and prosperity 
shall dwell in the land : for ever shall this song of grati* 
tude be echoed through thy hills —Long, long may he live, 
our great, our powerful King, first of a thousand heroes ! 
May tlie beam of his joy, the wife of his bOsom, comfort 
his happy lengthened years. O God of the starry heavens, 
take them under the protecting shade of thy hand ! On 
their lives hangs the fiite of nations^ O Creator of tho 
Wodd. 
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HYMN, 

Sang by the French Deputies of the Religion of 
Moses, composed in Hebrew by M. S. Wittersheim, 
and dedicated to M. Furtado, President of the 
Aisemblift 

Come ye all« O duldrai of Israel : make a joyful noiM 
unto God, with voices and instniments of music : give 
thanks to the Eternal, and make liis praise glorious, for htt 
bath shewn mercy unto us this day — tbeiefure' shall thit 
day be a day of joy unto Israel. 

In the space of & year the sun performeth his couraev 
and the moon begins a new career each month ; but these 
lights c^ Hearendonotnuuka brighter day than this; for 
on this day, Napolson, the greatest of Icings, was gtven 
unto ua. 

Let us all sing and rejoice! Be comforted, ye elders; for 
you have witnessed the wonder of this day, the marvellous 
Works, above man's undoatending! R^oice, O youth ! the 
King is thedawQ of gladneis. Happy and blessed shall 
be the reign of our glorious Emperor and King. 

Bianame fills the universfi none have been like him 
•moag the sons of men ! The fathers of praise cannot 
raise up their roices to the greatness of bis deeds, to the 
glory of his works : they stand mute, lost in wonder ! 

iawaria tbeheioainoDgdue&. The Nik and 
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the Jordu tune beheld his deeds, temble Iq bkttlci. Hm 
li^laing of his steel glesnu,0D tbe proud in amu- — but 
be exultejdi oot oyer the &llea fix : his mi^ly huid q^Kth 
the fitUen hi the strife. 

In nin the nations of the earth united agttaut hit^i 
weak was their arm, and powerless their blows. Id "Mm- 
reogo's and Austerlits's bloody plains he brcdce the bow of 
tbe Strang; the thiduned phalanxes of hisfenanies wen 
aeattered before him. Giateful to humbled longs was th6 
olive-bnmdi of peace, mildly shining io the magnanimoui 
hand of the conqueror. 



'hisohiUren>theiindeof Usheart, dotitid sthd aActioii* 
fte; tfiy rqokem thaflnttM;of M<tttaaay-tttitifti<Mi; 
tfctoiy'r-demaK7->'Tbtne-~Iiiiaaadl7-->jiiitioe. *" 



Let thy shouts, O Israel^ proclaim thy gladness. Un- 
matched are tbe designs of Kafolbor for thee; amcmg 
thesonsof bi8gIoiythoushaltberemeDi)>ered. Away, ye 
scoffers of my people ! no longer shall the head of tsnel 
be humbled in dust before the pride of the widced. 

A mournful captive, wtigbed down 1^ fettn^ groaned 
in die-daik dwelling of thedungeori; the sub bad hid him 
fiomhis eyes, nor did themtid beuu of the moon cheer 
his sleepless eye — no light shone on hU capttrity. 

He heard a voice, as from the daikly-rolling cloud, and 
Ustoularon. IsthoeBneadtomyBOftvwsf Skallthe 
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letters be loosed fiomiDy bat}drt Shall I again behold the 
tight of the heaTcns i Shall I visit, oDce moK. the haunt* 
of the living i Shall L be one among them ? 

Such was Israel since he dwelled ammg nations ; a pr^ 
to misfortune, the iport of scorn : his mind &iled within 
him ; oppressors sought after his soul ; he bowed himidf 
down heavily, as one sorely troubled with fear. 

Is itavain illusion— «r a vision from above:— Doth the 
dawn of happier days for him ri»e in the heavens? Islia 
delivered from bondage? Will the glory of lib fbmMr 
days return, the honour of his name? Shall tte be num- 
beied among the children of magnanimous Fiance ! 

It was a messenger fVom above ; truth is in his tidmgs; 
Kapoleon hath undertaken our deliverance-— in hifo is our 
trust: he will fulfil his wordd. Have we not beheld the 
wooden of his sublime genius ? He that has laid low tbs 
thrones of his enemies, he that hasexalted othen in tbeit 
stead, and fixed them as on rocks, diall raise us from aC> 
friction and from shame. Under the shield of his wisdom 
we shall prosper in peace. / 

From afar he called thee, O Israel, from his difctant d<y 
minions ; in the first of cities, queen of the world, he ga- 
thered thy chiefs around him : the wings of the eaf^ are 
spread over the lamb ; their shadow is the shield of dM 
weak. 

Hii ftriosaoanded in onrcarSfpronoanciug mercy; Ufca 
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a pmiip«ffiil bifkst.itail^Med the eril tooguesof tbe wijlhyt. 
The dawn of happiness shoiie upon us, ushering ihe bngbt 
day of Isiaers gloiy. 

May his fiunei like his goodness^ fill ihe uniTerse ! Ma/ ^ 
oor AtrausT Eifpsaon live for ereri^Miay our Atr^iH* 
Eiijpasss live for ever. This is our constant prayefj 4# 
dearest wish of onr hearts : and may the Etenud pour h^ 
ho^ blessings cm the Imptrial Family. Amen* 



Sitting of thelSth of September, 180& 
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wittdcipood AstMM«Mdle9 PortsdiSf jmi* aiidPlH« 

nsJ M^^mtj, He named MM. FcinniggiBi^ Ca-^ 
kgaa, CraMviayGondchaiix, DreyfiieB, Rddrigoes, 
tUL Seftwb, j«n. and Loridb, to gci to meet them 
and ittirodute ifnem into the halL 

Atone o'clock the Comnuarioiiert of His Majesty 
arrived, and took their placet at the table. 
-^ M. Mole, one of them, read the fidlowing dis- 
oonne: 

** Gentleoien, 
" His Majesty the Emperor and Kins^ is satis- 
^SeA with yornr ansirers; we are eonunanded by* 
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''^%ltii to siijr, mtt he has approved the seine Tn 
^ which they are written ; but the eommanicatioiis 
^ we are going to make in his name will prove, 
^* mnch better than our ^x^rds, to what extent this 
«< assembly may depend on his powerful protec- 
•• tion. 

*^ In entering this hall for the second time, Gen« 
«< tiemen, we are impressed with the same senti* 
*^ ments, and the same ideas which occurred to us 
^ when we were first admitted into it. And who 
*^ could behold without astonishment such a 80« 
^* dety of enlij^htened men, chosen among the 
** descendants of the most ancient people of th^ 
^* world? If one of those, who lived in former 
^* years, could again visit this world, and were to 
** be introduced into such an assembly, would he 
*** not think himself brought into the middleof the 
^* Holy City, or would he not suppose that a terri- 
^^ ble revolution had renewed, from the very fonnda- 
^^ tions, the state of all human things? In this he 
<< would not be mistaken. Gentlemen. It is after a 
*^ revolution which threatened to swallow up all 
f* nations, thrones, and empires, that altars and 
^* thrones are rai^ every where from their ruins 
^* to protect the earth; a furious multitude attempt* 
^* ed to destroy every thing : a man has appeared, 
f* and has restored every thing; his eye embraces 
f ^ ^e whol^ world and past centuries even to their 
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" 1^ a nation^, rencle^ «s hmqja bj.ilt ^iX, »• 
" othan 9t^ by their grftatnen, ficattered..OT(ir..the 
" face of fhe e^nfa : \t was jiut that iie should 
"consider their si^ilBtfc^^ and^t va9 ri||^|n..ea£r 
*< pect tiiat these same Jews, who hold sn«h a^di*- 
".^gnidied place in the memoir of iQinkiiyl, 
." flhpold fix the attonUqii of tl)e qi^f^who i«, to 
" occn^ it e^nially. 

" The Jewt, exposed to theooateiiiptC(f nQtioiu, 
" and not unfrequentlj' to the ai arice of |)i-iiices, 

« j,a -.VI- as I-' i'«n treated with justice. 

z^,.']^ praoticea kept them a&r 4 

- ..yn, ouv.t.j , ^j .-, Lhey wererejectediii tUeir 
"turn; they have always attributwl ilie tll-con- 
" duct and thp vices, laid to tbcir cltarge, to the 
*' humiliating laws which ojipressed thcin. Even 
** to this day thejr iLttribute the bifckwaidness fir 
." f!|pru^t^taxal pursuits aiid luefal einplofnieBta, 
. ": iQfflifeite^ bj some of thep to the Uttle reliance 
" which the;^ can place on fntn^jr* after having 
** }^mjhrro m^ cf^turies, the qrortof circum- 
**,f^iic(«fa^d 9^:^119 thdic Tar)r.fna rt » n oi),d^pnd 
*' on the wt^ of men in power: ^hej i^^Sre no 
** cynie.tQoqniiplyw in futurey and fliif ^ufid of 
*i de^of^e wj^ be ^un fr(Mt tlfom. 
.] t'HiiA^esty'-sint^tiqnutt^fltiiopleashallbe 
** left to those who inay re&ie to become citizens; 
** the fiee exercise of ^pfi^ rdigious worship and 
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*^ tbe full eigojinent of yonr political ri§^ 
secured to you. But, iu return fi>r his gracioM 
protection, His Miyesty requires a religious 
pledge for the strict adherence to the principlss 
^^ contained in your answers. This assembly, con- 
^ stituted as it i^ now, could not of itself ^ve such 
*^ a security. Its answers, converted into deciyipiis 
'^ by another assembly^ of a nature still more dig- 
^' nified and more religious, must find a placenear 
^^ the Talmud, and thus acquire, in the eyes of the 
*^ Jews of all countries and of all ages, the great- 
^^ est possible authorit}\ It is also the only means 
left to you to meet the grand and generous views 
of His Majesty, and to impart, to all of your 
*^ persuasion, the blessings of this new sera. 

^^ The purity of your law has, no doubt, bsta 
** filtered by the croud of commentators, and tbs 
^* diversity of their opinions must have thrown 
** doubts in the minds of those who read them. It 
will be then a most important service, conftmd 
on the whole Jewish community, to fix their be- 
^^ lief on those points which have been submitted 
to you. To find,j n the history of Israel, anassem* 
bly capable of attaining the object now in view, 
M fvemust go back to the Great Sanhedrim, and it 
V is the Great Sanhedrim, which His Migesty this 
f^ day intends to convene. This senate, destroyed 
** together with the temple, will rise again to en- 
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** ligfatoQ thepeopleitfonnerly goreraed : ^t^lwtgfa 
** dispersed '^rOoghout the whole woiid, it wUl 
*' hrihg back the Jews u> the true meaning of tke 
** lnr» fty giving interpretations, which ihal) ftt 
'** fl^de the eormpted glosses of 'comnientatofB; if 
**l|rilltaadidiemto lore and tp defend tbeoonntrf 
'** ifityinhftbit; itwUlbonTinoethem that thelan^ 
** where, for the first time since their dispersion, 
** liiey have been able to ndati their voice, is intitled 
** to all those sentiments whtc% rendered their an-* 
** cient country so dear to them. 
" Lasdy^the Great Sanhedrim, according to an. 
"••TDSfent cDStom, will be composed of seventy mem- 
" bets, exclusive of the President. Two thirds, or 
" thereabout, shall be Kabbies, and among theni, in 
** the first place, tltose who sit among rou, and nhad 
'•* hare approved the aoRwers. The other third * 
** iriiaU be chosen, by this assembly itself among 
*<iti(iiiranKe^1>y ballot. The duties of the Great 
-'**'8^SKediijtl shdl be to convert into reUgioos 
**'^dlKSbineB Ihe adnren already given by tliL as* 
-*'aniibl5, and likawise d^ose which may result 
'^floln the cAbthiaation of Ttyoi* sittin|;B. 
''■'■^Viryoii vHll^1)nrv«,Gientleiiwif,;fQ«riiiwoa 
Visnoty^fldttleidi it win last as long w th& of 
^^^tti^'^L^aftrim,; which wUl ti^/ nmfy 
'*' J^QtHT UMWB imi g^ve them a giite^ wdght; 
** Hi»M4"Bi7^it>ti^<^iw veUsUisfiedwitltyOiUT 
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** anl Mid with tk« purity of joiur intentions* tOk 
^ diflsolve this assembly before the aceomplisii*. 
*^ ment of the great work in which you were cal<* 
*^ led to assist. 

^^ Id the first instance it is fit that you should. 
<« name by ballot a committee of nine members to. 
*^ prepare, with us, the ground-workof your future. 
«« discussions, and of the decisions of the Sanhe- 
^^ drim. You will observe that the Portuguese*. 
^^ German, and Italian Jews, are equally repre- 
*^ sented in this committee. We also invite you to 
(« acquaint the several Synagogues of Europe o£ 
*^ tha meeting of the Great Sanhedrim without 
«< delay, that they may send deputiesiible to give to 
*^ government additional information, and worthy 
'^ of conununicating with you/^ 



After the reading of this discourse, which was 
fetidly a][^lauded, the President answered as fid* 
fews: 

''Gentlemen, 

*' The new communications you have tnuMmit- 
^ ted to this assembly from His Imperialand Hoj'* 
^' al Majesty, confirm, moreand more, the hopes wt' 
'' had entertained of his paternal views in our be* 
*'half. 

*' Any man, endowed with an enlightened nund 
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^^ and n beti^trolent heart, might conceive the idea 
*' of a political reform useful to mankind ; but 
*' these phiUnthropic conceptions usually remain 
dormant ; they are considered as the idle dreams 
of benevolent nlen, either because these, being 
too much taken up with the object in view, do 
not possess minds sufficiently expanded to em- 
"brace the means of execution, or because these 
^^ means are generally beyond the reach of private 
*^ individuals. 

The case is widely different in regard to a 
j MWr erfu l andtttemfead^PrinMft (^ 
** xnunuiiiflijr Dcngi wno cafiy erefytiiiiigaiofig^ 
** with them in their vortex, who give their name 
*^ to the age in whiteh they reign, and who are in- 
^* cenahtly hurried by an ardent desire of doibg 
" good. 
" When Heaven grants such sovereigns for the 
felicity of nations, no magnanimous designs 
iescape them ; there are none which cannot be 
fully carried into execution by their just and 
^' powerful determination. 

" By the ascendancy of their energy, they give 
" to all their establishments a character of strength 
^^and stability, which places them, as it were, 
" above the reach of human instability and of hu- 
^ van passions. 
*' Such is the Prince under whose laws we live : 
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"by UsbnTc^bakwobtaiindthei^^Mllationof 
•* Grvol— that oi Bm^kfni will be ^te rewtid of 
** his benertdenoe. To hio) alone bektmed dw 
" power to hepl for ever the woimds which 
** agbteen esntariei of pnwcriptioiii and anathe- 
** vaa had inflicted op die onfintanate children of 
** Israel. 

" Ever nnce their diqienioii they hare bee« (^ 
**Tictiinsof afiUseandwaverii^poliGy, the^MMt 
*' of {w^fodioes and the caprice <^ the monoent I and 
^'itis* matter of wonder that, among BomaBydi& 
** ierent |mnces wtia nigned in various oonQtiiee, 
^ eren ammig those who senned inclined to better 
*' our ftte, not mie has beeo ionnd who conoaved. 
** in thdr full eztei|t and gnatnesst the idea aqd 
** themeansof iaisiiigsober,indnstrions,andactire 
** ineQ fiotn the crril and political qoDity in which 
** they were kept. Outcasts of society, the butt of 
H calumny, the innocent yietims ai iignstioe, Iuh 
** aaifiimily been, fcr ceilEtuHes, to sn^in silewie 
" their mdaacMy 4ite. 

*^lik Migesty, amidst Ae great iqtereats whic^i 
** m%bf absntb the wh(^ atteotion of tL maq, 
** eoold mt locA oa our ntnatioq with indiiIbB 
** fOMBi Ottr T^^eqerationhasocci^iedfaisthou^t^ 
** ttsii abandaBflypsofgdlytbengwcoium'ini^fc 
"tieaswohaTejoBtreotiTcd. From the sooroe of 
**tl|»«ri|itidf tbtEapanr has di«wq ftr^ tl«a 
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" remedy; in some of the sad remains of theb«neful 
" effects of fincient oppresuon, still lurking among 
" the Jews of the iiorth,he has found anopportunity 
" ofbringingaboutthfthappiaessof allthelsraelites 
" of the western world. It '» like the rodof iMoses 
" bringing forth living wiiters from tbu barren rock. 

" Here let us stop fur a while, and consider that, 
" according to t}\e principles of political right, all 
" forms of religion must submit to the Sovereign 
'* authority, inasmuch as they can depend from a 
' temporal power: this super- inspect ion of govern- 
** nwnt ii neceasaiy, ,Bnt^ ]f$t. they •hpiUd «plit 
** into different lecrs ; for if, from the nature of 
'* things, several established religions are suf- 
" fered in the same state, public ord«r vid social 
" Diorality require, on the other band, that none of 
*' these religious dipuld branch out into particular 
" sects, which would disturb the internal peace of 
" empires. 

** To prevent this danger, reason and the great 
*' law of public interest require that each esta- 
" blished religion should giv6 the sovereign a re- 
** sponsible pledge, and the means of stiper-inspec- 
** tion ; to this end, it must possess men wbo, by 
" their profession, should study its principles, 
^ pn>ach its morality, and preserve its purity, and 
" thus become, in a manner, its trustees and its 
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i) guardians ; and such are the datifes inipoMd on 
** all miaisters of religious worship. 

" These principles coincide with and lanctioD 
*; the first communications which have been madL 
V to US. 

** ThequestionwastBtfiMttoknowinwhatpar- 
** ticnlars our retigioos dogmas coincified or were 
*' at rariance with the law of the state, to ascertain 
" whether these dogmas, too long considered as in- 
** tolerant and inimical to society at large, were, 
*' realist either the one or the other. Snpported hy 
" the testimony of our conscience by our feelings, 
" and hj the principles we profess, we have here, in 
** this coital, almost in the presence of His M«- 
*'jes^, cKpressed our sentiments with the sama 
" frankness and tl^e samQ liberty as if we had been 
*' in the bosom of put fiunilies, aikd without being 
" influenced by the interpellation <yf the soTerrign 
" aatbority. 

" This reliance, this unlimited confidaiceintfae 
" wisdom and in the e'xalted views of His Majesty 
*' were certainly no ordinaiy prooft of our mi- 
** bounded veneration. At last the Emperor bes 
" acquired the certainty that the religious laws of 
" Moses contained, neither in thar pivcepts nor 
" in their practice, any which could justify ^ 
" exotoiiou of its fi>]lqwfn fiom the at^pmmt of 
" the civil and political ri^ts of Frenchmen. 
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^^ But His Majesty, deeply impressed with tlie 
^* principle, that« in, religious matters, faith is to be 
^* left to its own workings, is convinced that our 
^^ answers, however satis&ctory to him, wereinsuf* 
*^ ficient ; that it was necessary that all the Sjma- 
" gognes of France and of Italy should adopt and 
*' adhere to them, and they should becoitie rules of 
** fiuth for all the Jewish congregations of the wes- 
^5 tern fNnrld. It is in consequence of this tender 
^' cai|tion, which entitles the most powerful Chris- 
«( tian Prince to our eternal blessings, that he has 
^* determinadi in hb wisdom, to call together a 
*f GsB4T B^nwmni^ m ■wrttofajd b«fim» in 
^ order iogha to die dedskliit of dusanembly that 
^* rdigioos sanction which they ought to have. 

«* Thus die nder of the fiite of Europe, the 
*' dispenser of thrones, this Monarch respected 
^' above every thing, himself reqpects the liberty 
** of religious opinions, and the sacred asylum of 

•< nrmiaiMnM 

** Thus a new monument is raised to the glory 
" of His Royal and Imperial Majes^, more last- 
** ing than marble and adamant. His rngn will 
^* be the epocha of the r^eneration of our bre« 
*^ thren. Europe will be indebted to Um for mil- 
<* lions of useful citizens; and, whatmust be still 
*^ mora grateful to the heart of His M^iesty^ he 






' will behold the men indebted to him fiw Umt 



* The more important fimctifflu which His Ma^ 
" jestj DOW deigns to intrast to our care mi^t 
" appal us, by the more arduous duties they im^ 
*' poee,hBdyoniiot|»rainised,GentlemenCommin- 
" oners, to asuflt us with your extenriTe kMnr* 
" ledge, in order to enable us to meet His Miyesty*s 
** views with proportionate exertions. EstraagMl 
" fiom atudicfl relative to such elevated subjecta, 
'* both by our ritoation and by the nature of our 
** oconpations, we should only havebiougfat to our 
** diseusBions the plain light of common sense, 
** pure intentions, and an unabated zeal; bat tbeeo 
** diqpoatiiHis are not sufficient ; we have need ot 
** your indulgence, and we claim it as a boon." 

The President, after this disooursei which was 
Islanded by the assembly, infunned the Com- 
missioneiB, that, widiing to take the sease of the 
assembly on the communications they had jolt 
made, he TequeHed they would retire, fiv an in- 
stant, into one of the adjoining rooms, where the 
result of the delibetation should be tiansautted 
to them. 

The Coomianoiien were accompanied by the 
depntka, and when these had lemuwd Ihar seat!, 
the hetidcat proposed the following renlntiOB. * 
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. II The Assembly of the liehr^^ Deputies of Vmtitm 
\^. and Italy, Jiavitig heard the official Communis 
\\ catiM^^ just made by the Commissioners of 
" His Royal Und Imperial Majcsti/y 

V Considering that his Majesty the Emperor and 
\\ King, in allowing the formation of a society 
\\ of a fixed number of doctors in the law and of 
ii the most distinguished laynden, to form a Great 

V Sanhedrim, has anticipated the wishes and the 
W wants of all those who profess the religion of 
i^ Moses in Europe ; that bis Imperial benevolence 
li towards hislsraelitish suhiects shews itself eyenr 
Kdtfyin^ to impoee 
i^ on them the obUgation of exerting all dieir ef* 
i\ forts to further the execution of his grand de* 
t* signs, forthe welfare of all their brethren of the 
M'. western world, 

V This assembly resolves, that the President 
i* and the officers of the assembly shall wait on 
\\ the Commissioners of His Imperial and Royal 
t^ Msyesty, and intreat them to carry to the foot of 
W the throne die expression of the deep and un* 
W shaken loyalty which animates every member. 

\^ That a proclamation shall be addressed by 
t^ this assembly to all the Synagogues of the French 

V Empire of Italy and of Europe, to acquaint 
V: them, that, on the 20th of October next, the 
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** GaEATSANHEDRiMwiUopeninParis, ibndertfaft 
" protection tuid hy the special permission of H% 
" Majesty. 

*' That the Rabbies, members of this assembly*, 
" shallbeinTitedtobecmnemembersof thisGiiEX? 
" Sanhedrim. 

*' That five and ti^enty deputies, members cmT 
" this amembly shall be elected, by ballot, to Me ' 
f* also members of it. 

" That His Imperinl and Royal Majesty shim ' 
" be most hnmbly reqaested to give the necessar^ 
*' orders, that twenty-nine Rabbies, chosen in the 
-.' Synagogues of his French empire, and in the 
" kingdom of Italy, may come to Paris to asriift 
" at the Great Saxhedbim. 

'* That this assembly shall proceed by baHbf*, 
" and bytJireedi^erent lists, to name a Committee 
" of Nine, which committee shall, in concert with 
^' UleOxnmisBionersof His Majesty, prepare sueb 
** matten at are U) be submitted to the Great 
" Sanhedrim. 

** That this assembly shall not separate till the 
*' Great Sakhbdrim has terininated its rittings; 
** that it reqaeets the Imperial Commissibners to 
*' coDvey to His Imperial and Royal Majesty their 

V Immlde wish of being admitted in a body to m 
" presence, to lay at the foot of the Arone thc^ 

V jiuA trilnUa oTlova and leqieet. 
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*^ Resolved also that a copy of these 
<« shall be immediately delivered to the Commissi* 
^^ oners before the clo^ of the sitting." 

These several resolutions were translated into 
Italian, and into German, and adopted onanunoiiB* 
]y amidst loud acclamations. 

Immediately after, the President and the 
officers of the assembly went to meet the Com*- 
missioners, and delivered them a copy of tba 
mbove resolutions, requesting thepi to lay the 
same before His Imperial and Roya| Majesty. 

On rstuming into'the oMninhlyv Itm IVoridBut 
proposeJL immindiately to pMO0M9%f)MilJ^itt1||i6 
nomination of the new Committee of Nine. 

Some members thQog^ti that this mis^t be put 
off till the day after; others were ioft b^finnang 
immediately. The assembly adopted this last pro? 
position, and the ballot commenced^ 

Out of ninety?nine votes, M, S^;ie obtained 
seventy-eight, M, Cologne sisrty«sevent and MM. 
Formig^ni and Cracovia, thirtynfimr each, 

In consequence, the President declared MM. 
Segre and Colognu membem of the Committee of 
Nine. 

The assembly began afterwards a fiesh ballot 
to namea third member amcmg the Italian depu- 
ties. 

Oot of one hundred votes M, Crfux>via having 
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obtained fifty-three, and M. Fonnigitii forty- 
sereq, the President proclaimed the former a mem* 
ber of the Committee of Nine. 

Theaaiembly proceeded afterwards to the elec- 
tion of three members to be chosen irom among 
the deputies of the north. 

Out of ninety-eight votes, M. Jacob Gond- 
ehauxobtainedfiirty-six:M.Berr-lsaac-Berr,forty- 
tix; M. Zinzheimer, forty; M. J. Lazarei thirty- 
nine; M. Lyon Marx, twenty-five; M. Worms, 
twenty ; M. Moise Levi, twenty. 

None having obtained the absolute (33) majori- 
ty, the President deferred the election till next sit- 
ting, and left the chair. 



Sitting of ike I9tk of S^>Umbtr, 1806. 

The Prendent took the chur attnelre o'clock; 
he read the law on the mode of ballotting by 
scrutiny; it appeared, from its contents, that the 
nomination of the third Italian member, which 

(33) The FtcDCb, with ibcir asual mebiph;aical dittinctions, hvre 
two kindt of miyDntj ; the •^rfa/c mtgnntjr, raqniaite id the noM 
inportant clectioai, m»t be compoW of more thm one haif of •!! 
urn Totcn, The rcUtivr majority, ia that majoriij whidi is d x aded by 
the acttul ptqoritj of vote* among ati; anmbcr of caMidaic*, wiibout 
w feim et IB iIn BHubw of nlen- 
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had been made by ballot on the second scnitii^y 
was not regular. (S3) 

It was proposed to proceed to the electkmof tha 
German and Portuguese members, and afterwards 
to have a new ballot for a third Italian roranber. 

Othe^^ demanded that the nmniaatkMi 9f> tin 
third member should be maintained*' and that< the 
law should only apply to the future noHwnatiiwrjitf 
German and Portuguese members. «.& 

7 he President observed diat as the law Iras 
clear on the point, it was impossible to. act agaiiuit 
it in any case. 




on^ 

Others thought, that the law was*, applieable 
only to electoral asH!UA9l^lklfft'l^ 
like tins; ttiaft M^Craoovia, haying Been ff t fMwk 
ed a member of the Committee by the Prendent, 
his nomination was sanctioned, and it could not be 
annulled; but that,if any doubts were entartained, 
it was it to consult the Commissioners of His Im- 
penal Majesty on this subject, before the assembly 
should come to any determination. 



fjtt) Tbe tecoDd tcm daj wsi to far intogohf , ai tftis liiv dvMt that 
itftlie maiabai wha bave oVtaiocd toCo ia tUM^ailiiica lUn ba 
baUoladfbruitlieteeoiul. Tlwse only wbo lauraW tti§orify oil tluft 
ivpetitm an balbie^ lor Am aftiolufe m^Joil^ Wl&^ 
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A member maiataincd, that the htw of- the 
flectoral assemblies was not applicable to this: 
he mt^ntioned the letter of His Excellency the Mi- 
nister ot the Interior, by which tlie assembly was 
left at liberty to cUuse such a mode of election as 
it might prefer. 

Others observed, that the question was to con- 
form to the law, ami not to confirm or reject the 
tiQmination of the Italian member ; aad that, even 
for the honour of that deputy, his nominatioti 
ought to be sanctioned by the legal mode. 

A member thought that the law alone could 
couHttn or annul the election of M. Cracovia; 
and, till such time as the case was derided, he 
pioposed to the assembly to proceed to the nomi- 
nation of the <>ermun and Portuguese membets. 

To remove all doubts, it was proposed to send a 
deputation of three members to the Commission-* 
en of ilifi Imperial and llo^al Majesty, to know, 
from them, whether the assembly was to beg^in ft 
pew ballot to replace the Italian member, whose 
nomination did not appear regular. 

'J'his proposition was adopted by the assembly, 
and the President named MM. Cracovia, sen. Op- 
penheim, and J. Rodrigoes, jun. Secretary, to com- 
pose that deputation. They immediately left tfie 
assembly to wait op the Commissioners of His Im- 
perial and Koyal Mnjesty. 

LIS 
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The assembly proceeded afterwards to a secoi^d 
ballot to name the three Gern^an deputies. Opt 
of one hundred votes, M. J. Lazare pbtainfd fifty- 
five; M. Moise Levy, fifty-five; M. Lyon Marx, 
forly-nine; M. Berr-lsaac-Berr, fprty-seven; M^ 
David Zinzheimpr, fprt}'rsix ; M. Cerf Japob Gon- 
pbeaux, forty-one. In consequence, MM. J. La^ 
zare and Moise Levy, having obtained the abso- 
lute majority of votes, the President proclaimed 
them members of the Committee of Nine. 

The three members deputed to the Commission<- 
ersof Uis Imperial and Royal Msyesty eptered the 
faall^ The}^ said, that tl|cy htd bmght tlM An- 
swer of M. Portalis, the only one of the Commisr 
sioners present ; that his idea was, that no opini- 
on could be fonqed of the If^ity or illegality of 
the nomination of the third Italian member tiU 
the minutes of the proceedings of the assembly 
u'^re formally laid before the Commissioners ; that 

a nomination migiit be annulled in tup waj's 

either at the recjuest of a party interested, or on 
the requisition of the civil power intrusted with 
the care of enforcing the observation of the la^ . 

" The assembly/' he said, *t may confirm this 
^^ nomination, if it thinks it fit; but as the law 
^' has not been attended to, should any interested 
'^ parties object to it, the Commissioners would 
" be obliged to take their objections into consi- 
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** dtMtioii, pijovided they were signed hj the e^ 
f jeering p^rtks, and tiransmitted to the Commis* 
i^ sioners by the aMembly.'^ As to the applicati* 
of the hiw to the assembly, he said that, although 
it had beep made for electoral assemblies, yet it 
wais gepera^ for all nominations made by ballott 
and by an absolute qoajority. Mfr Portalis added, 
that it appeared ^o him to be the best way to kaTe 
things as they ^ere, until the Commissioners ooold 
|>e made officially acquainted with the doubts 
which had arisen ii) the assembly as to the yalidi* 
ty of the nomipatioi|i of the third Italian member 
fiOT the Committee of Nine. 

The assembly took that advice, and proceeded 
ffi a third scrutiny to ballot MM. Lyon Marx and 
Berr-Isaac-Berr, >Tho, in the second scrutiny, had 
obtained the great^t number of votes after MM. 
Jacob Lazare and Moise Levy, who had an abso- 
lute majority. Out qf pne hundred vptes M. Berr 
Isaac-Berr ebtained fifty, and M. Lyon Marx fbr-^ 
ty-eight ; two votes were null, one of the lists be* 
ing blank, a^d aaot{i^ containing the name of an 
Italian member. In consequence the President 
proclaimed M, Berr*I$aac«Berr a member of the 
Committee of Nine. 

The assembly continued the ballot for the no* 
viiuition of the Portuguese members. Out of one 
duo^ked rotes M. Furtado the President obtained 
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MM. Cadet Carcassonne, Marg Foy, sen. and 
Ljon Marx, were named Cooimisuoners to main- 
tain order in the assembly. The President an- 
nounced that the ballot betn'cen MM. Cremieux 
and Andrade, to complete the Committee of Nine, 
ctood for the order of the day. Out of ninety- 
eight votes M. Andrade obtained flfty-one, and 
M. Cremieux forty-seven. The former was ac- 
cordin^y proclaimed a member of the Commit- . 
tee. 

The President aftem'ards read the draft of a cir- 
cular letjter to all the Synagogues of France and 
Italy, as well as to all the Synagogues of the west- 
ern world, to announce the opening of the' Sanhe- 
4hm in Paris, and to invite them to send thither 
doctors of the law, to concur, by their adnce, in 
the benevolent vie^vs of His Royal and Imperial 
Majesty. 

The assembly approved the design, but thought 
that, eonsidering the importiince of the measure, ■ 
■ingle reading was not sufficient to sanction a re- 
solution on a. document which was to be sent ail 
over the world; and thought it prudent to refer 
the circular letter to a Committee. 

After some observations from several members,' 
•n the question. Whether itshouldbereforred toa 
sew committee or to tbe Committee of Nine? tha 
assembly adopted this lait pro|>0!>itioa; and tba 
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President requested the members of the 
tee to meet at his resideiice, that very ereuhig, to 
settle the plan of the proposed address, and tb this 
end to add to their number M. Zinzheimer, Rab- 
bi, lliis measure was approved by the assembly. 

A member proposed, that the address should be 
first written in Hebrew, and afterwards translated 
into French and German ; remarking that it wai 
much more difficult to translate French into He- 
brew than Hebrew into French ; that, besides, die 
Chidb of the Synagogues, to whom the addrtsa 
was directed, understood Hebrew much better 
than modem languages ; that the first had a pe-t. 
culiar turn which made all literal translation ex- 
joessively difficult ; and lastly, that, in every poini 
^ view, the Chiefs of foreign Synagogues woidd 
place much more confidence in the address if vnit* 
ten in Hebrew. 

After a slight discussion on the proposition of 
the last speaker, the assembly resolved, Aat the 
address should be translated finom the French into 
Hebrew and into German ; and that it trusted to 
tkia known talents of the Rabbies to give the trans- 
lation all the precision and all the correctness of 
ibe ideas contained in the original. 

A member thought, that this circular addrefli 
•ught not to be sent into the countries now at 
with France. 
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He vas aoRwered that, si the otgect His Ma^efr 
ty had in view, in allowing a Great Sanuediuw 
to be aaaesabled under his protoctityi, was evident- 
iy to attach more particularlj the Israelites to the 
idifiercnt coontries they inhabit, and as it was the 
interest of every govemmfUit, whether friencUy c^ 
■iHMtile, to adopt the principles which occupy the 
Jtttendon of the assenibly, there could be no incoit' 
■Teoiency in sending the circular letter indiscrimi- 
nately to all the Synagogues of the western world. 
This pn^osition was referred to the Committee, 
wilik instructions to confer upon it with the C<un- 
missioners of His Imperial Majesty on thissubject. 

The Piesideat thought that no timeshould be lost 
in chasing, by ballot, the five and twenty lay mem- 
bers, who were to ftuw a part of the Sanhedrim. 

One of the Rabbies thought that, before the a*, 
sembly should proceed to such nomination, it 
«eeaied necessary to .ascertain what qualifications 
were necessary to become a member of that au- 
gust assembly. 

A deputy observed that he, and several other 
.membeis, had carefully investigated this' subject ; 
•Ihat he bad looked into all the Jewi^ autiquiti«s 
without being able to .find any rule which pre- 
soribedany particular qualifications asindi^pensa- 
■bkito entitle any man to a seat in that august as- 
sembly. Sevanl nembtm suppprted ^t pQi- 
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nion, and the assembly passed to the order of the 
day. 

The assembly b^an the ballot for thenominatiGn 
of the twenty-tive members ; but after reaiting the 
first four lists, the President, ob8er\*ing that it was 
four o'clock, proposed to adjourn to the next dar. 

A member, considering the tediousness of a bal- 
lot, in which the lists contained so many names, 
proposed to form several Committees for the regis^ 
tering of the rotes. 

The assemblyadjoumed the consideration of this 
proposition to the next day. The President quit- 
ted the chair. 

It is, no doubt, worth while to remark, that the 
importance of the functions attributed to the Com- 
mittee of Nine has made the assembly most parti- 
cularly scrupulous in the choice of the members 
who were to compose it ; and it may safely be said, 
that the expectations raised in consequence have 
been completely fulfilled. 

The Italian Rabbies, MM. Segre, Cologna, and 
Cracovia, are all three equally distinguished hy 
their I'irtues, by tiieir zeal, their talents, and their 
leamingJ IThe Rabbies of that country have 
been th^ first to gi^e the example of literary and 
historical pursuits, connected with theological 
learning, and a profound knowledge of the Holy 
Writincs. The German memben are all three 
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«qu8llr comroendable for the qualities of t)i« 
nind and of the heart. M. Berr-Isaac-Berr has 
been one of the first in France to claim for tha 
Jews the indefeasible rights of citizens, and has 
strenuously laboured to make them worthy of these 
rights, hy his example and by his writings. The 
productioiu of M. Michel Berr, his son, prove that 
be has rendered his zeal and his talents liereditarj 
in his family, equally distinguished by the learn- 
ing and poliiihed manners of those who compose 
it. M. Moise Levy joins to an extensive fund of 
knowledge, and to various talents, the most ardent 
zeal for the interest of his Israelitisb brethren ; he 
belongs to one of those Jewish families, equally 
respectableand respected, which, at all times, have 
ntnked high in public esteem. M. Jacob L^zare 
joins active zeal to extensive leeming: anil 
lastly, the choice of the members taken among 
the Portuguese, completes the proof of the dis^ 
ceming sfHrit of the assembly. The talents and 
the qualities of M. Furtado, the President, tbt 
Mfll and the learning of M. Avigdor, Secretary, 
the profound erudition of M. Andrade, Kabbt, 
Inlfil all the expectations which that Bominatioii 
excited. The choice of such men may well justi- 
fy the most sanguine hopes eutertained by all th^ 
Israelites of the happy result of the momentoa| 
■ndettalungvhich.the Conimittee i^" Nin^ !"« to 
M m3 
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commfmce and to complete under tbe direction o£ 
tke Imperial Cotnmi.ssioner$, so northy themselves 
of an unlimited confidence, and so well entitled to 
general esteem. 



SUting of September 34, 1806. 

The President took the chair at twelve o'clock, 
and named as Commissioners to maintain ord« 
in the assembly, MM. Gompel Levi, Witterslieim, 
jind J. Benjamin. 

One of the Secretaries read the minutes of die 
sitting of the 33d, which were adopted. 

The ballot for the nomination of the twenty-fire 
lay members, who are to form a part of the Great 
Sanhedrim, was resumed: to proceed with more 
dispatch, it was proposed to form three Commit- 
tees to register the votes, one of the Scrutineers 
presiding over each. The assembly adoptedthis 
projwsition : and the President nami»l for the first 
Committee, MM. EmilieVitta, Bt-rr-lsaac-Derr* 
and May, of Paris; for tlie second, MM. Theo- 
dore Cerf-Benr, Benjamin, and Castro, jun. ; for 
the third, MM. Olry-lIayem-W onns, Cerf-Jacob 
ttondchanx,nnd Baruch Cerf-Berr : atfbiiro'clock 
the registering of the votes vras concluded. 

A member demanded that, before the result 




( *» ) 

•hould be known, the TOtes Bboold be veekomd, in 
Opder to aBcertain thiit the ballot was correct. 
There were, be said, one hundred deputies, wbicht 
at twenty-five rotes each, m^de two thousand fiva 
hundred votes. This proposition was adoptad* 
and the number of votes, restored in tba threa 
committees, amounted only to two tbousuid thna- 
hundred and eighty two. A monber, seaing no 
great a difierence, proposed to annul the scrutiDyi 
which was adopted, it being late, it was proposed 
to adjourn the new scrutiny for the nomination 
oi the twenty-five lay members of the Great 
Sanhedrim to Friday, the36tlLinst.; thispopo- 
Mtion was adf^tcd. 

To prevent the recurrence of nmilar anors, it 
was proposed to form five Committees instead oi 
three i that each Committee shonld carefully keep 
the lists, to compare them when oecassary. That 
one number only should be called a|« time to de* 
liver his votes; that his list should be opened ba> 
fore it was put in the box, to ascertain the number 
of names it contained. The ass«nbly approved 
these propositions, 

A member demanded the reading of the Ad- 
drefs to the Synagogues (^Europe, w,hi«h had been 
Marred to the Comn^ittee of nins. 

The President read if. 

It was as follows: 
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^^ Our dear Brethren in Israel, 

^^ The Most High clearly manifests his benevo* 
*^ lent designs in our behalf; a great event is pre- 
^ paring. What our fathers had not seen for a 
** long course of centuries, what we could never 

expect to see ourselves, is now on the point of 

exciting the wonder of the world. 

The 20th of October is the day fixed for 

the opening of the Great Sanhedrim, in th« 
*' capital of one of the most powerful Christian 

empires, under the protection of the immortal 
•* Prince who governs it. 

• " Paris is to be the scene of this great event, 
^^ for ever memorable, and which shall be, for the 
^* scattered remnants of the children of Abraham, 
** a new cera of deliverance and of felicity. 

" We this day invite you to partake of our joy, 
*^ and to share those sentiments which our com- 
*^ mon origin tand our common religion cannot 
^ fail to excite, and which are deeply impressed in 
^' our own hearts. 

" Who would not admire with us the impene- 
^^ trable designs of that Providence who, by means 
*^ unknown to our weakness, changes the face of 
** human affairs, consoles the afflicted, raises the 
^^ humble from the dust, sets a term to those trials 
^' decreed in his wisdom, and eaicites the esteem 
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** and the benevolence of nations towards those 
^^ whose hearts have remained fSnithful to his law! 

*^ Since oar dispersion, numberless changes have 
<^ manifested the vicissitude of human afiairs : na- 
^^ tionshave been successively overwhelmed by na« 
** tions, and all have been afterwards mingled and 
^* heaped on each other; we alone have withstood 
^^ the torrent of ages and of revolutions. 

Every thing seemed to announce for us, in 

Europe, a happier state, and a less precarious 

existence. But it was only a distant though 
^^ cheering prospect : to see those hopes realized, 

it was necessary that, from the midst of public 

tempests, from the tumultuous fluctuations of 
^' an immense people, one of those powerful men, 
*^ round whom nations rally from an instinct of 
<( self-preservation, should, conducted by Provi- 
^^ dence, raise his head above the roaring elements. 

^^ TJiis benevolent and protecting genius nishes 
^^ to do away ev^ry humiliating distinction be- 
^* tween us and his other subjects. His piercing 
^' eye has discovered, in our Mosaic code, those 
'^ principles of strength and of stability by which 
'^ it has stood the test of ages, and which formerly 
'^ gave our fathers that patriarchal simplicity, still 
^' an object of veneration in present times, and 
^^ thatheroical character so glowingly pourtrayed 

in our history. 



4C 
i( 
4i 

<C 

cc 

I 



i« 



( 272 ) 

'^In bis wisdom he has thought itGoosmaiit to 
^* his paternal views to allow the convocatiOD of a 
*^ Great Sanhedrim in Paris. The lunctions of 
^^ this body, and the objects it is to hav€ in laew, 
^* are clearly laid down in the ekiquent discoum 
'^ delivered by the Commissioners of His Inqierial 
^' and Royal Majesty. We send it to yon, dear 
^^ Brethren, that you may yourselves judge of the 
** spirit in which it is written, and see that the sole 
** object in view is to bring us back to the prae- 
**^ce of «ur ancient virtaes, and tojueaarvei^ttr 

'^ We now call upon you to assist your Brethran 
''* with your knowledge, as the means of giving a 
*^' greater weight to the decisions of the Gbbmt 
*^ Sanhedrim, and of happily establishing among • 
^' us uniformity of doctrine, more consonant to 

^^ the civil and political laws of the several states 
" which you have adopted as your country. 

" Your advice will be useful to us ; and we are 
*' authorized by government to claim your assist- 

••* ance. 

*^ Be not deaf to our voice, dear Brethren ! Se- 
**]ect among you men known by their wisdom, 

'** the friends of truth and of justice, and able to 

*** assist us, in the completion of this great work. 

*^' Send them to take their places among us, that 
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" tMr ttiM and MligfaMied TieWv, Si^ tondac* 
**M geuwAl nraatags. 

* -**I«aHiitb»ft'^Mniif tMkforalltlwbnMlitM 

* of Eorope to MMrar in tbe Teg«iMrttimi of tlwir 
' ** Brethmi, m k mtiftt be gkHiotM, for as, mpar* 

« ttMlttr., to have fixed Ae BttentiM of «B Ulustii- 

*■ N«f«r had nra ttn earth metiMe eqttaUy fmr- 

* nSal to lore and to admire thii tofereigB, fat 
" nenaeoidd ever boast of the effect* <tfK»iigiud» 
"jttftioe, 80 mariied a ptoCectum. ToroMDie'to 
" eodetyapeople commendable fbrpriratevirtaM, 
** to oirakemeDtOReMueof llwirdigiii^, bjin* 
*«iiiing to them the eigoyaweit of their rigbta, 
** asch an the fovoon iat whidi we are ind^Md 
** to Napolbon the Great. 

f* The SoTeietgM Rain* of kingtand wdoM hat 
** giTOB hitt to this enpite, to heal il> iMonds, 
**t»ca>aitipoUtioal6ouiMtioiu, ng^ndke its 
**dHtiiiiei, and ia our own, and to be the d«ligfat 
** of two natioWrWhich ihall fin- ever blew the df 
** when they placed their beppiBMe ib ha» Inoidet 
*«afaeody iMrwtcd wkh their^eftiioe. 

(Signed) "FURTADO. 



** KoittiauEs, AvioDoSt 

Xlf 
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TIm «8ianbl7 qi^nded:tbe 8entiiBaiti.fiNi<»' . 
tained in this ■^rest, and adopted it nammtpK^* 

The Pnaident afterwaidi prapmed to tiluriBto 
oooiideratiiDn the indentpttiflit . tio be .granted t0!tfbe 
deput^ by their brethwn in th| depU B Ml nO y 
tbe atfembly mppnmi fb» -gha. aAxuoat- aHritf^ 
motudj, and resolvtid, that the Prendent ilwllf 
flflnditinacirQalwletterto fH the d»ptilufiiiiH 
of' tbeFiendi em^rei and^f tbehii^dDnK^lflV' 
If, which have dqratiei in Parii, after having fin* 
obtaioad the i^iprobation, of ^His Exodlency dw ■ 






AsMher prapowd to coBsvlt pa this nlgMt fjw 
CanaimimBn of Hii Mqnty the' aapenr tail 
Kiag, aad to oonftrm to thdr dinotkHM.. . Hie 
mmmMjffondtlat praparitioD, and VBncled 
tbf Caauuttcaaf Nine to cob^ with tlM:Oiin- 
miBMnaa «a this nlyect. ' 

Tka PnUant ^oittad dx chair at lulf..f*a( 
fear, and annooaced that be Hhonld take itoa the 
seihlmt. MtiaiaaiVclock. 



iif: 
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Suiing of September 36, 1806. 

' The PresidenC took the chair at eleven o'clock ; 
he named, as CommissiDnera to maintam order, 
MM. AuguKte Lorrich and Isaac Kodr^;ae«. He 
announced that the nomination, by balloti of 
tn^nty-fire lay members, who are to form a part 
of the (ii.REA.T Sanheokih, stood for the order vt 
the day. 

A member observed, that, before the aNiembly 
should proceed to a new ballot, it was proper to 
decide whether the first was irregular, as had been 
stated. 

Another maintained that the former ballot was 
tegular, autt that the hundred and eighteen votes 
wanting in the grQss cakulfUion, made by multi- 
plying (Hie hundred by twenty-five, could not af- 
ford a motive for annulling the nominstton of 
those who had obtained an absolute fmyority ; he 
therefore demanded that the assembly should nn^ 
nnl the resolntion adopted at the last sitting, audi 
that the members already niuned should' fonn • 
part of the Sanhedrinv. 

Others observed, that the assembly had already 

annulled the ballot made at the last sitting ; that 

it found on its results suificieat motives for that 

resolution, and moved for the order of the d^. 

N n3 



It was maintained, on the other side, that a bal* 
lot could not be consideied as void, because the 
number of votes was less than that of voters. 
That noUity followed only in case the nombnr of 
twites eEceeded that of yoters. 

Other members oombatted that opinion, andpie- 
tended Ihattmy difference, in more or in less, rent 
dered ^e ballot void. They again called fer the 
nda of the day. The Presideat put it to thi 
vote, and it was adopted. 

Some deputies objected to the order &£ the day 
as k stood, and protested against the decision; 
they proposed to adjonm the atting, and to refer 
the whole of the affair to the wisdom of the Com- 
misstoners fif His Majesty. 

It was answered, that a qnestion already decH 
ded required no fttrfhef ecsawination. The oider 
of the day was again called ibr; the President 
put it again to the vote, and it was again adopted 
by the minority. 

One<rf the l^rstaries criled over the names of 
the deputies; they, one by onie, wept to the table, 
and put their lists into a box. 

The Scrutineers registered the vptes f n propor* 
tiofi as they were given in : there were ninety- 
eight voters. The result of the ballot frus as fol- 
lows: 




TOTM. 

F>r M. B«mIsMc.B«, d^potf «f U 

M«arth« ... gg 

Jnoob Beqiamiii, (94) dapi|^ of 

MMit-Toanen* - - 73 

MayerNathantdepatyofLaSikm 00 
Inac Samtid Avigdar, depo^ of 

Les Alpes Maririn m • 76 

lipman ( Cff-B«R, dcpo^ mT tk» 

Upper Rhitie - >. * 79 

ImelCohea,dq»t7of L'AifigB 77 
Theodore C«rf-Berr. dipaty of La 

Seiw .... 75 

^ol Crami^dc, d^otjr of La 

Seine .... 73 

Fartedo, depqtyof LaGmmde 80 

AMftutfnadhmgydBpatynt Rfont 

TpQBfrae ... 04 

Formigiiiiy depity of L'OkHUi 74 

Ceif Jacob GoBdchaax, depntf 

ofUMoMlle - 75 

Jiaion Latk, dppo^ t^ L'Adri^ 

tiqne '. 7 - * 04 

0as Locb Lorvch, fl^paty «!' 

Mont-Tonnern Qf7 

(M) 9* WM aftcnnKdiraiilMid by If . Abn^Rk Cv^i, 4VfWqr af 

*• LovKDnt— Aw Mrf M^ i| Mt iMMi, 



Rodrigues, job. deputy of La 



Awoft SchmoU, dqmty of La 
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TOTES. 

For M. DKfid Levi, deputy of Po . 84 
Mais Foy, -deputy of Lower Py- 

!«» .... 76 

Lyon Maix, deputy of Rhin et 

Mofldk « . . e9 

Rodngues, deputy of LaGi- 

. • . - 74 
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71 
S. Witteidietm, deputy of the 

LovrcrRlune • - 77 

Oliy Hayeni Worms, deputy of 

LaScioe ... 69 

Benoit Fano, deputy of Mincio 86 

Danid Leri, (35) deputy of the 
i LoirerRhiae - - 74 

ThePres i deut, iu consequence, proclaimed them 
membeisof the GrbatSjlnhedrim, and requested 
the assembly to proceed to a fresh ballot, to name 
a twenty-fifth member. The result of that bal- 
lot gave forty-eight TOtes to M. Constantini, and 
forty-four to M. Emilie Vitta. 
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The PresideDt announced that a ballcrt would 
take pbtce between these two memben. Theitt 
were onlj seventy-two voters for this third ballot: 
M. Constantini obtained -fort j-eight votes, and M. 
Vitta twenty-lbnr. The Pre^dent* in conae- 
qiience, proclaimed M. Constantini, dqiu^ lor 
the department of Bouche du Rhone, the twenty 
fifth member for the Gbbat Saxhbmuh, and 
quitted the chair. 



Silting of the 9th of Decimber, 1806. 

The President took the chair at twelve o'clock. 
He named, as Commissioners to maintain ordo", 
MM. Bamch-Cerf-Berr, Felix Levi, and Dreyftst. 

He announced, that a report of the Committee 
of Nine stood for the order of the day, the object 
whereof was to propose a series of regulations for 
the organization of the Mosaic worship, on which 
the assembly was to deliberate. 

The President then requested one of the secreta- 
ries, memberof theCommission.to read the report. 



" Gentlemen, 
*' Your Committee is about to give yon the re- 
* port oS ■ plan agreed upon with the Commisr 



u 
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^ Eu bnpenl U^^. «pd«Uebis 
^ to be submitted to your decisioo. 
** H cdBtaini a aerieB of regvlationB intnddllii 
niijMiiiiiiMH irliHoni imnhip It in thn ramkif 
cmDHMoucatiom givett by ymnr GDounittce, nd 
^ •£ tbe iBsttoctions giTen by HisMigtefttytD ihm 
^ ConmiMOiifln ntroBttd wilb the Buma gcowt 
^ «f aAus wUch ooBctm yoiL 

^ Before we proeeed further, I am ditectod bf 
^ your Committee to say, that it is an absoluta 
du^ for ev«ry jone of its monbers publicly to 
dedaie diat they bare experienced, fitmi the per- 
sons llras i n r med wilb His Majesty's confi* 
dence, amenity, good adTiee, benevolence, dbd 
•« a constant and ancere widi to promote the salu* 
^ tary measoics we tbcmg^t it our duty to pro- 
••poee^ 

*^ If the Blosaic idigion, its dogmas, and its 
^^ practices, had been as perfectly known to go- 
«< venunent as the other forms of religion, our as- 
«( fiistance would have been altogether useless, 
*^ Much better informed than we are ourselves of 
^ what may tend to our happiness, government 
*' might have decided without calling us to Paris. 
^* The r^;ulations which I am going to submit to 
*^ you formed an essential part of the objects for 
which this assonbly was convened. 
'* Already more than once, Gentkaan, y^nhava 
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** Ind oppnrtiinities of being coovinoed, that Um 
" goveraiueDt, under ~%viiidi i^'cHare the liappineM 
*' -to Ure, was lar iTom attempLi^g to act contntri* 
*'' ly to our Goosciencea by attacking, iu the least, 
" very ancient rdigious opinions, or hj diockijig, 
** in the smallest degree, tliat sentiment of predi- 
*' liction which men in general entertain for-thingt 
'* they hsAA sacred from tlieir very infancy. 

*' -And, in consequence, whatever could inter* 
** fene with oar religious dogmas, or with our reK- 
" gious practices, has been carefully avoided. We 
-*( bare been consulted tm ereiy point connected 
** with our iaith ; and in none of the articles of 
" these reguIadoDS will you find any point which 
*' either directly or indirectly militates against it. 

" Yon will, on the contrary, easily perceiTe that 
" now, fin- the first time, the Mosaic wotahip 
" «merges from the obscurity in which it has been 
" iavolved these two thouBand years ; that it 
*' emerges from that almost complete state of dis- 
" organization iu »hich it had been ever since the 
*' revolution; that it now acquires a legal exist- 
" ence; that its ministers are acknowkfIg«d by 
" public anthority; tfaeir functions are fixed and 
*' settled; their salary assured, uid their inflnenca 
V directed to its true destination. 

"Theaeflegolations, while they preserve the Moot* 
" ic W9nli9 iiLaU its purity, am £irj&OfiiifBRip|Mh- 
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'* The eiEperience of the post made yoa jasO j 
** apprehend whatever tended to establish distinc- 
" tions, either in opinion or in deeds, between yon 
** and the rest of Frenchmen. Yo;u had marked 
" with pie{ that those different shades in man* 
" nero greatly widened the breach caused by tbe 
" difference in religion, and had an evident tend- 
" ency to keep, us farther removed from social in* 
" tercourse, and to perpetuate our forlorn stated. 
" Nothing like it is to be apprehended now. At 
" subjects of the French empire or of the king- 
" dom of Italy, the laws of both states contain no 
" exceptions atlecting us. As subjectsofa partica- 
" lar religion, tlie public authority places it inime- 
" diately under its inspection, and thus gives it a 
*' legal existence. As objects of the august protec- 
" tion of the prince, Me find, in his benevolence, a 
*' sure pledge of experiencing, in future, like sell- 
" timents in the breasts of our fellow-citizens. His 
"■ Majesty himself has been pleased to declare, 
** through bis Commissioners, that, till now, voa 
** had not been treated with justice. M'here could 
" we find strODger grounds of reliance than in tfie 
•' avowed iutentions of so magnauimoua a prince } 
** Who among us but seen and feels alt the ad- 
** nmtagei of our new rituation ? who bat dads in 
• " it an incitement to emulation, to loyalty, abd to 
** the most ouhaidastic attachmant to our oooaati/ 
o o 3 
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^ iad tokf illitftrious ruler > Who, ra short, doeM 
^^ not wi&h, Hiost aidenlly, to prore hiin&df wMtbjr 
^ of such imTOurs? 

^* The means arc sure and easj ; let the Israeht- 
^^ isb youth take up i^ain the profession of arms, 
^« in which oui^ ancestors shone so conspicuously \ 
^^ let them be numbered among the brave who ar6 
^^ more particularly deroted to the service <^ a sd« 
^' vereign who has so many rights to our most un- 
^^ limited services. 

*< It is, then, evident to every one, that the firm 
^ and avowed intention of His Imperial and Royal 
^* Majesty, is to restore our Israelitish brethren to 

the dignity of men and of citizens. As the plan 

of regulaticms I am going to present contains idl 
'* the encouragement which benevolence and jus^ 
'* tice could dictate for our protection, your Com- 
^' mittee would think it an insult on your wisdom to 
^* doubt, for an instant, of its being adopted in all 
** its parts.'' 

The plan is as follows: 

J^eDepuiies composing (he assembfy of ike Jsraeiiies^ 
^OMffenedbjf the Imperial decree of the 30lA ofMaff^ 
hdving heard the report oftheCammiiteeof Nme^ 
naimed to prepare the grtrund-wotk of the delAera^ 
Hone of the aeeembfyy eomidermg what pkmmigAt 
tip^eumlod l# their hrethremrfFmmeeandofltafy 
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fit titebeiUtrr^ulatiomof tluir 
tmd/ortheimt«maip0iit»rfti4tm 
inously (36) adopted thefoiiominf. 



PLAN. 

Art. I. A Sfnagogne and s Coamtaty ihail b* 
cstabKshed in every depnrtawDt whidi omtaiM 
two thousand iiidividual»|mrfeMiiig ttuntigaoBflf 
Moses. 

II. In case a department should not contain two 
tltottBaad Israelites, the jarisdietion of the Coasia* 
torial Syn^^i^ne ^all extmdoTerasoiaiijraftlia 
adjoining departments as ehall make up the aid 
number. The seat of the Synagogue shall alwaji 
be in the most popnlotu city. 

III. In no case can th«« be more than goaCoi^ 

nstorial Synagogue for each department. 

IV. No potticalar Synagogue can beastablUied, 
b«t after being proposed by tbeConsistorialSyni^ 
gogne, to the competent authority. Each [ 



^S) Tin aatidpMtiM a/ die MnW^ of dM HMta^fWlidi^ V(he^ 
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lir Synagogae sliall be superintoided by m Rabbi 
and two elders, who ahall be named by the compe- 
tent aathorities. 

V. There shall be a Grand Rabbi in each Con- 

Synagogue.. 



VI. The Consistories shall be composed, as much 
as possible, of a grand Kabbi, and of three other 
Israelites, two of whom shall be chosen among the 
inhabitants of the town which is the Seat of the 
Consistory. 

VII. The oldest member shall be President of the 
Consistory. He shall take the title of JEMer of the 
CannUary. 

VIII. In each Consistorial district the compe- 
tent authority shall name twenty-five Notablet 
aoimig. the Isradiites who pay the largest contri- 
butions. 



IX, These Naiahki shall name the members of 
the Consistory, who must be approved by the com- 
petent authority. . 

X, No one can be a member of the Consistory 
if ha is iiot>thirty years of i|ge, if he has beeara 
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iMUiknipt, unless he honourably paid afterwardt, 
or if he is known to be a usurer. 

XI. Every Isi^plite, wiithing to settle in France 
or in the kingdom of Italy, shall §five notice of his 
intentioQ, within three months after his arriral, to 
the Consistory nearest his place of reridence. 

XII. The functions of the Consistory dull be— ^ 
1st. To see that the Rabbies do not, either in 

public or in private, give any instmctionB 
or explanations of the law, in contndictioii 
to the answers of the assembly conSnned 
by the decisions of the Great SANSEDaiir. 
3nd. I'o maintain order in the interior of 
Synagogues, to in^)ect the administratioa 
of particular Synagogues, to settle the 
assessment, and to regulate the use of the 
sums necessary for the maintenance of the 
Mosaic worship, and to see that jbr omse 
or under the pretence of religion, no pray 
ing assembly be formed without being ex- 
pressly authorized 
3d. To encourage, by nil posnble means, the 
Israelites of the Couistorial district tofti- 
low useful profesbions, and to report to 
govemmeat the names of those who' cannot 
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4dk. To grre mmmaaiaj to gnifimwul tlie 

tilt biM II I i ili ^co MCiiy t i widiui 



Xm. TkmdidlbeftcvdwPkma Cestnl 
CoMirtOfj, t amp omd d three K>hhi« and two 



JOF. Tk BoUmb of tbe Ceitfnl Coosistoij 
boflsfectei £Eon the GcoMd iUUMo, and tte 

in the tenth artkk shall applj 



XV. Aaoi^beroftfaeCeatDaConaetGry shaO 
IP oat Ofciy year, bathe may always here-elected. 

XVL Tha Moant pbee shell be fiUed by the 
H ias i ain ii; m eiahe» . The areasber dect shall not 
taha his place till his dactws is af^toved by go- 



XVVL The foBGtiQns of the Centnl Consistory 



Ist. TooorreqpandwiditheConflSitories. 
itod To watch over the execntioa of ereiy 
article of the present r^olations* 
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■ 8d. To draomiM to the ^mpetent aptfaoritjr 
«11 inihictioiH of these said regulatioiu, 
either through n^ligence or dirough do- 
sign. 
4th. To coDfinn the nomiaation of Rdbbi^s, 
and to propow to the competent anthoritj, 
wheo necessary, the reqaoral of H*hbie* 
and of mambeif of Conastpri^. 

XVUI. The Giand Rabbi shaU be named hy 
tbe tirent/-five Notablut mentioned in the eighth 
flrticle. 

XIX. The new Grand Rabin elect shall not 
foter into bis functions till he has been approved 
by the Central Coniistoiy. • 

XX. No Rabbi cui be elected— 

1st. If he is not a native of France or of Ita- 
ly, or if he has not been nnturalized. 

!Zd. If he does not produce a certificate of his 
abilities, signed by three Frenchmen, if he 
is a Frendiman, and by three ItalianB,>if he 
is an Italian: and from the jear 1830, if he 
does not understand the French language 
in France, and tbe Italian in the kingdom 
of Italy. T.h|9 candidate who joins some 
pro6ciency in Greek or Latin tOLtbn kuov- 
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Mgt of tlie Hebrew femgn^, will 
pr efe r red, all things besides being eqaad. 



XXL The functions of the Rabbies 

Ist. To teach religion: 

ad. To inculcate the doctrines contained in 
the decisioitt of the Gi^at Sa%«hedrim. 

3d. To preach obedience to the laws, and 
more particularly to those which relate to 
the defence of the country ; to dwell espe- 
cially on this point every year, at the epoch 
of the conscription, from the moment go- 
ipemment shall first call upon the people 
tOl the law is fully executed. 

4th. To represent military service to the Is- 
raelites as a sacred duty, and to declare to 
thpm, that, while they are engaged in it, the 
law exempts them from the practices which 
might be found ineomi^|tib(e with it. 

6th. To preach in the SynfigDgues,and to re- 
cite the prayers which arp publicly made 
£>r the Empbbor and the Imperifil Family. 

Qth. To celebrate marriagesand to proiiounce 
divorces, without, on any pretence, acting 
in either case, till the parties who require 
their ministry have produced due pre ofs of ' 
the act having been sanctioned by the civil 
Mthori^. 
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XXII. The salary of the Rabbks, membeis of 
the Ceotnl Consistory, is fixed at uK thousand 
UvKn; that of the Grand Kabbie» of Cotudstorial 
Synagogues at three thousand livres; that of the 
Rabbies of particular Synagogues shall be fixad 
by the cotnuiuuity of Israelites which shall have 
-required the establishment of such a Syjia- 
gogue; it .cannot be less than a thousand livrefe 
The Israelites <^ the sereral districts may rote aa 
augmentation of these salaries,' 

.^TXIII. Each Consistory shall present to the 
CDn^letent authority a plan of assessment among 
the Israelites of the district 'for the sums necessary 
to pay the stipends. of the Kabbies. The other 
expeoces of worshipshalL be fixed and assessed by 
the competent authority, on the demands of th« 
Consistories. The salary of the central KabbKS 
shall be proportionally paid out of the sums levied 
. on the sereral districts. 

XXIV. Each Consistory shall name an Israelite, 
not a Rabbi, nor member of the Consistory, to 
veceive the sums which shall be levied im the dit* 
brict 



XXV. This Treasurer shall pay quarterly the . 
salaiy of the Rabbies, and the other exgvuem of 



i^tSAp^ np<m Jnrdeni, signed by at leasl tkree 
inemberi of tlie ComAstibry. He eii&Il give Vm 
&mnt ererf year, 6n a fijrad daj, in a fiill 
bly of die Consistory. 

XXVI. Every Rubbi \^ho, after the proaiiilga. 
tionof the present regnlattotis, shall be anieai« 
ployed, and wiD choose, nererthelete, to i^nmih is 
France or in Italy, shall be boond to adhere for* 
mally, and to sign a declaration of his acHmrencA 
to, the decisions of the Great Sanhbdrim. The 
copy of this declaration shall be sent to the Cen- 
tral Condstory , by thi ponristory which shall Vm<^ 
received it. 



XXVII. The Rabbies \«rh6 are memb^A of tbe 
(jrREAT SANttEORiBf shall be, « mhch sts ptisKibl^, 
preferred to all others, to fill the places of Grand 
Rabbies. 



Plan of an ArrSU. 
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The assembly of the Israelites of the Ftench 
empire, and of the kingdom of Italy, haTing 
*' heard the report of its Committee of Nine, and 
having adc^ted altogether the plan of ri^inl^ 
Jtions it hai proposed ; ctonsideiitog that the eki* 
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" of thar sitting is not \ety distiuit; and tluK it 
'* bm tfaoi^ht itaduty to call the attention of Hu 
' " Majesty on MTCtal meaiiureB, which it thinks 
" i»lcnlated to promote the regeneration <tf the 
"* Jewi, although these said measures could not 
" ali be indnded in the taid plan of r^ulations; 
** considering that among these measures, nohe 
" eould be more important than that which tends 
** to oiforce among the Israelites the obligation of 
** military service, which the country has a right 
" to require from all her children; considering, 
'* lastly, that it is the duty of all IsraeUtes in the 
*' French empire and the kingdom of Italy to AeA 
" their blood in battle for the cause of France, 
*' with the same zeal and the same bravery which 
** ibrmetiy animated their ancestors against the 
" enemies of the Htdy Gity, and to seek every op- 
" portunity <^ proving worthy of the ftvonrs- 
" which a great prince now deigns to ctmfer on 
" them ; 

" Resolves, 

** That Ae Commissioners of His Imperial and 
*' Royal Majesty shidl be requested to lay at the 
** foot of the throne the dutiful expressions of ita 
** UDbonndedud etenial gratitude. 

" That the Commissioners shall likewise be re- 
** quested to acquaint the Emperor wi^ thehnm- 
** bk wish of the assembly, thai His Majesty 
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^ be ple^i^ to crown all his iayonrs by cmiln^ 
batiiig something to the salary of the RabbiOi 
and by directing the local authorities of tW 
*^ French empire, and of the kingdom q£ Italy, t0 
^ concert measures with the Consistories, that these 
last might, by their interference and their aeal* 
remove the remaining ol]gections which xnig^ 
still prevent the Israelitish youth from following 
^ the noble career of arms, and thus insure aa 
^ eacaot obedience to the laws of the conscription.'' 

Vlien the reading was concluded, a member 
made several observations on various articles of 
the R^ulations. 

' He requested that a clause might be inserted in 
the second article, enacting, that the Israelites of 
a department should always belong to the same 
consistorial district, and that, in no. case, the in- 
habitants of the same department should belong 
to different districts. 

That the assessment of the local expenditure 
should be made by the individuals bdonging to 
each particular Synagogue, or by the Consistory, 
in case they could not agree. 

That when a Consistory should undertake the 
assessment 'of the charges of the district, each de- 
partment should have a right to send a dqmty to 
assist at that assessment. 
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lliat it should be enacted, in the twelfth arti- 
cle, that the maintenance of the Grand Rabbi on- 
ly should be charged on the district at iarge, and 
that all other expences bbould be paid by thoM 
yrho might think proper to incur them ; that even 
' one- third of the salary of the (irand Rabbi should 
be paid, in the first instance, by the inhabitants of 
the place where the seat of the Consistory is fixed* 
and who shall, besides, furnish their share of the 
remainder. The reason be gave for this was, that* 
by the residence of the (Jrand Rabbi, they were 
dispensed nith maintaining au under Rabbi, who 
would be neceabary for each particular Synagogue. 

A member said, that the observations of the last 
speaker were directed to details which might b* 
taken into consideration by the local Consistories, 
but that they were not sufficiently important to 
warrant any alteration in the general regulation. 
He called for the order of the dar. 

Another member owned, that the obserrations 
of the first speaker were mostly directed to de- 
tails ; some, however, were well intitled to the at- 
tention of the assembly., lie opposed the order of 
the day. 

The President put the order of the day to tha 
vote ; it was adopted ; and a member tif ihe Coon- 
Bait^ of Nine pbtaiiwd leart to Sjieak. 
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This member declaced that he tboaght hiflKeif 
bound to renew in this assembly the objections he 
bad alreadj made in the Committee to seveial 
claoses of the Regulations, as unbecoming, ineffi* 
cient, and inadmissible. That the word usurer^ 
which concludes the tenth article, tended, in a 
manner, to confirm the prevalent prejudice, that 
tuwrjf was an inherent vice of men of the Jewidi 
persuasion, altho' it was to be solelj attributed to 
individuals, and not to the religion, which strongly 
condemned it, as had been proved in the answers 
of the assembly. That, because usurers were to 
be found in some departments, a phrase so vague 
and so unbecoming ought not to find a place in a 
aeries <rf Regulations which were to be common to 
all the Israelites of the French empire and of the 
kingdom of Italy. He thought that nothing could 
justify the clause of the twelfth article, which en- 
acted that the Consistories should report to govern- 
ment the names of those who could not render a 
satSB&ctory account of their means at subsistence. 
He thought this the duty of a police officer, and 
that it could not, ought not, to form a part of the 
functions of Consistories. That those assemblies, 
whose seat would be, in many cases, for removed 
from several members of the district, could not, 
without excessive difficulty, obey the injunction 

• ' • 
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alluded to. And lastlf , that CoiuiBtories conld 
not be burtbene^ with poUce functions, foreign to 
religion, and which, besides, it would be impoiri> 
ble for tbem to fulfil ; and that, under that three- 
fold point of view, the clause was inadmissible. 
He i^ke aAerwarda against the clause of the same 
article which enacts that Consistories shall, every 
jear, report the number of Israelites within their 
district liable to the conscription. *' Shall the 
' ** Consistories,'* he said, ** keep a register of the 
** birth of erery Jew in their district?"* He ob- 
served that the law of conscription called equally 
tqmn all Frenchmen, whatever religion they pro- 
fessed; that, from the information conveyed by se- 
veral deputies, it appeared that the young Israel- 
ites, liable to that common duty, fiilfilled it as 
well as others ; that this clause would tend to esta- 
blish a supposition that they were less devoted t« 
their country than other Frenchmen ; that snch a 
supposition was nnfoimded; that, besides, if some 
were refractory, the law could enforce obedience; 
that it must not be believed that Coimstories have 
more powerful means to induce the youth to follow 
the career of arms than the local authorities them- 
sdres, which have the immediate inspection of the 
inhabitants of their particular districts ; that, to 
fix the attention of government more particularly 
on a class of man fi^wing any given religion, wa% 
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in fiict» establishing a civil ^ diiSerence on account 
of a religious one ; and, in this point of riew, bm 
thougLt the clause inadmissible, as it was ineffici* 
rat in every other. Lastlj, he observed, that, as 
two*fifths of the members of Consistories were 
Ivabbies, to direct them to watch that Kabbies 
should fulfil their duties, was, in fact, ginng the 
power of inspection to those whose conduct was 
to be inspected. He also expressed a viish lliat 
the twenty-second, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, 
and twenty-fiAh articles should be replaced bj a 
single one in these words : The expefices of warship 
shall he provided for. lie concluded by moving 
the amendments alluded to in his observations. 

Another member thought that the Regulations 
contained many equivocal clauses; he demanded 
that the necessary amendments at least should be 
adopted, and a new plan of resolutions proposed. 

One of the members of the Committee of Nine 
^icfended the proposed Regulations in the whole 
and in their details. lie maintained that none of 
the clauses were injunous to civil liberty. 

He obsened that the members who argued 
against separate clauses toc^^ a wrong view of the 
question, because they considered their Israelitissh 
brethren, in general, to be, not such as they realljr 
were, but such as they ought to be, which was far 
from being the case in many parts^of France. Ha 
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thought that, while the benerolenf views of go-; 
Teniinent were so clearly ascertained— while no 
doubt could be entertained of its wisdom, it was 
unreasonable to suppose that it wanted our assist* 
ance to know the means which might complete our 
regeneration; that the word which concluded tliA 
tenth article reflected no nH>reon the Israelites than 
the law of the republic of Gei^va, which exclude 
ed from the magistracy the children of intelveut 
debtors, unless they paid the debts of their iatherSi 
reflected on the Genevese; that the eleventh arti* 
cle had neither the importance nor was likely to 
produce the effects which had been attributed to 
it. *' Government," said he, '^ knows now the 
*^ amount of the Jewish population in both coqii« 
'^ tries ; its intention may be to ascertain, at some 
'* future period, whether it has increased or dimi« 
*^ nished. How could it be known, with certain 
^> ty^ whether any emigrations have taken plaoe» 
** from foreign countries, if the means are^not ta^ 
'^ ken to distinguish the exterior causes which may 
** have influenced the state of papulation from the 
'^ natural ones? Who, in short, has informed na^ 
** that government is not seeking the solution of n 
4« statistical question V* He observed, besideSt 
that a measure which should tend to prevent or 
to lessen the too great influx of a foreign popnla- 
tion, driven into France by the opprandon of the 

9« 3 
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Itms xaukf which the Jews live in ibragn caan- 
trieft, could certainly not be coosidered as nsdess ; 
that the alarms excited by the twelfth article were 
equally groundless; for surely, honest fathers of fii- 
inilies, who have no known means of subsistence, 
will not' be driven from a country they have in- 
habited this great while solely on account of theit 
misery. 

Another member observed that the objections 
which had been made on account of the police re- 
gulations which the plan was said to contain, werA 
altogether groundless; that if, in the «*yes of those 
who profess a religion, the Regulations relative tA 
its mode of wor^ip appeared only in that plaiti 
point of view, the case was different with^ govern- 
ment which connected those r^ulaiions with the 
political system: that, in this point of view, it was 
not to be wondered if there were in the Regulations 
clauses relating to the internal administration, 
neoessary for the maintainance of social order. 

A member said that he would vote for the Regu- 
lations, provided the word usurer was expunged. 
He observed that a bankrupt was a thing notori- 
ous and ascertained by a variety of Acts, but that 
the accusation of usury was vague and unsupport- 
ed; that such an exprettion would tend to confirm 
a prejudice which we should, on the cOntrery, en- 
dltaTm lb do ptway ; he thou^t that the 
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article was liabl6 to be miMbdentood , and he t)K»- 
posed to alter the worditig ctf it. . He idw stated 
his apprebennonsbstthetwrlfihanklSBhonldtv- 
Vive that «pfrtt 0^ cflmmunt^, wliicbfonnetiy kept 
the Israelitea isolated from the great taational ftmily ^ 
H« demanded that whatever, in that article, teb^^ 
ted to civil matten, should beomttted, andthat 
Conustories dioutd have do other fataetiMU bat 
those immediately conoected with religioft. 

Another ipoke on the same tide of dw questioii; 
be presented the observations of the last speaker 
in a fuller point of view, protested against every 
claase which tended to establish distinctions, and 
demanded the adoption of the amendments alteai^ 
dy proposed. . 

A third proposed toadopt theRegnIationl,omitb 
ting the tenth, eterctath, and twelfth articles. 

A fourth proposed to add to the Regulations an 
article concerning charitable imtitntions, Irhlch 
he sopposed connected with religious worship. 

A fifth wished for a clause allowing leganes or 
tents in the public funds, to be devised for pioua 
purposes, as in other religions. 

Many members loudly called for the qtustldn, 
others widked to continue the debate. 

Othen were for the Regulations with the amesd- 



A member propoeed to adopt tbe whi6l» 9t the 
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** If in an act, sanctioned by public aatlKnritf, an 
** exception is made as to the Israelites onlj, which 
*^ impeaches their probity and their moraIit}% in 
^^ matters of loans with interest, without any dUs- 

tinction as to places, times, or persons, is it not 

throwing on the whole nation the blame desenred 

by a few individuals ? 

'^ Wilf it not be said that the pr^udiceis in full 
** force, and that the qualification of usurer, being 
'* alitiost synonimous to that of Jew, the assimila- 
'^ tion will be made, whether the article contains 
^^ that clause or no ? 

But if this qualification is acknowledged as 

uiijust,when applied to all indiscriminately, will 
*^ not the insertion of that allusion in a law, sane* 
^^ tion, asit were, an injurious prejudice against a 
*' worthy class of men, and extend its duration to 
^^ an unlimited period ? 

*^ If this law was not intended to be public, if 
*^ it was not common to all, if it was only transi- 
'' toiy,it would not be attended with the same in- 
'^ conveniences, and would, on the contrary, be pro^ 
' '^ ductive of some advantages. But this law is for 
** all, and for ever ; for those against whom it it 
^^ thought necessary, and for those who stand in nd 
'' need of it, and who contdder the clause as an 
'' unmerited insult offered to theni; but the trath 
'' is, that it is uselcbs for every description of mm; 
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«',8tampsfor ever an incldible mark of shaihe oh 

** every one of them. Those who are eharged t^-ith 

•' usury may renounce the practice, but the stain, 

** thrown on all indiscriminately, will last for ever. 

** And besides, who is to fix the nature of usury, 

" since the laws are silent on the subject? where 

is the line of separation between legal and illegal 

interest ? Shall public opinion and general cha- 

racter direct our judgment? But then how can 

" we believe that the iive and twenty Notables^ tha£ 

^^ the eompetent authority which sh^l inspect their 

** proceedings, can be so far led astray' as to honouif 

^* by their choice a man held in public contempt ? 

^^ If the Consistories of the departments ini 

*^ which usury is practised, or even of those -where 

^' it is unknown, were to adopt particular regula ' 

** tions, in order to exclude from all honourable 

functions men degraded by that nefarious traf« 

fie, nothing could be more conducive to good 

^^ manners, more congenial to social spirit, or more 

^^ worthy of the approbation of a government 

*' bent upon reform : this falb, besides, within the 

^* compass of the jurisdiction of the Great 

^' Sanhedrim. But to have such a degrading 

^^ expression sanctioned in an act of the supreme 

authority, would be again to debase, in their 

own eyes, and in those of their fellow citizens^ 

^^ men whom it is meant to raise in the public es* 

R R 






cc 



( 3(ff ) 



Silling of December 11, 1806. 

The President took the chair precisely at twelv* 
•'clock, and named, as Commissioners to maintain 
order, MM. Castro, jun, Hirch, and Lorioh. 

One of the Secretaries read the minutes of the 
sitting of the 5th, which were adopted with a few 
alteratiODB. 

The President aonoanced that tlie plan of the 
ArrcU, already read to the assembly, stood for the 
order of the day. 

It was read again, and a member obt^ned leave 
to speak. He said that he came to protest against 
the resolution adopted in the last sitting, which 
went to approve the regalations of the Mosaic wor- 
ship. This resolution he maintained had not been 
adopted with the calmness it deserved, ile ob- 
served, that as many amendments had been propo- 
fcA and seconded, they should have been disposed 
of, before the whole of the Regulations could have 
been put to the T/>te. He complained of the 
mode adc^ted of voting by shew of hands, which 
had left doubts as to the state of the votes, and 
that uo second trial had been made to ascertain 
on which side the majority was. He maintained, 
lastly, that the deliberation had been irregular, 
(hat a divirion had been called ibrj and upon 
rrS 
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warranted judgment passed upAi their diildren. 
He observed lliiit many Israelitiali conscripts were 
now in the armies*, that others had joined before 
the age which oiade them liable to be called upon; 
that he knew personally seventeen Israelitish 
officers of the northern departments; that what 
had induced a notion that so few Jews were among 
the conscr}pts was the repugnance they felt at 
owning themselves as such in their respective 
corps, wheretbey took anom deguerre, nnderwhicb 
they were generally known afterwards ; that, it) 
short, he did not believe, that, in proportion to the 
population, the Israelites were in fewer numbers in 
the army than any other class of men. 

Another member spoke on the same side, and 
considered the interference of the Consistories, in 
a casc'Where the law admits of no exception, as 
^ humiliating distinction. 

Several articles were proposed to replace that 
which was objected to, but the a.«sembly main- 
tained the original article qs it stood in the 
minutes of the last sitting. 

A member observed that this plan of an ArreU 
f^ontained no grounds, on which the request of the - 
assembly, that His Majesty would be pleased to 
contribute to the salary fif the Rabbies, coul4 
possibly be established. 
A discussion arose on this j the President, senng 
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terwards to take into consideration the complaints 
of the Jews of the eight departments alluded to. 
This proprosition was carried; the plan of the Arr^ti 
was put to the vote^ and adopted by a majonty. 
The President aanounced that the discuanon 
was opened on the decree of the 31st of May. A,' 
member proposed to name a Committee which' 
should examine into this affair, and make its re> 
port to the assembly. Another proposed tointrust 
the CoDUnittee of Nine n-ith the investigation of 
this delicate point. Another was of the same opi- 
nion, and proposed, by way of amendment, that a 
member of each of these departments should be 
added to the Committee of Nine, inorderto afibrd 
nich infonnatioQ as was necessary to g^de it in 
its researches. This proposition was adopted, and 
the President named 

M. Cerf-Jacob Gondchaux for the department 
^La Moselle 

Heitz-Loeb Lorichs for Mount Terrible. 
Abr^am Cohen, for the Lower Rhine. 
Calmui, for the Upper Rhine. 
Lyon Marx, for Rhin et Moselle. 
Salomon Oppenheimer, for La Roer. 
Jacob Hirch, for La Sarre. 
Jacob-Louis May, for Le Vosges.' 
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Addremof the Itraelitef of FraoUbrt Oatba MaiM^ 
totiuPrtndaU a»d to iht Auembhf of Vu Dt» 
pulie» of thou of FiBMort- and of It^^< 

" M. Prendeat^ 

** We ooald no longeif renuin rilent witlKMl 
M befyii^ 0ur sehtuneuts, and onr itriidiesi Th* 
** conTooatioa of the asBeably, ever which yoa 
*' presidci h^ at fl4t filled lu Mith joy-f and with 
*' the iDost flattering hop«»; oar ddnintioa ha* 
*' been excited hy the Bitawars yen. hare vetiufmd 
*^ tp the qnestions prapoMdbythe Great Morarehi 
f ' Such ansfren couU comeonfy itnm niea equally 
" and deeply impmaed with tfaetnie spirit of their 
" rehgion and with a just aaose of the dutieaof 
" Tiituons dtizaiis. We have per«eived in them 
" the Kctitode of upright negotiatora, UeMded 
" with tboM' eoneiUfitiii^ manoen ao well ealou- 
*' latad to reaiava difficaltis. 

** The Imelitei, scattered in the immeority of 
*' the Frondi empire, were aflready happily rcin- 
** stated in the indefeasable rigbtsof nature. 

" The Great Nation bad already brokelhe fettera 
** of a faople beldi^ao long in sUveiy, «id had 
' ** overthrown the iUal barrier which separated tfao 
** Uebvtwi firoDk tbdr brethreu. It had already 
** raitond to the coontsy naefol dtiaens and da* 
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" reign. If the wicked scorn jour laboon, joo 
*' bare the blessings of the wise. Complete iM 
** glorious work for which yon have been eaihA 
" U^tber: immortal gloty awaits tou at die end 
" (rf" your career. ; 

*' M'e could wish, M. Presidmt and Gentleman 

* Deputies, that our sentiments and our sinoen 

* good wishes for the socoeas of yoar enteipriaa 

* were better expressed." i 
The President quitted the chair. 



* Sitting of the 23rf o/Decembery 1806. 

The President took the chair at twahre o^cloek. 
One of the Serretaries read die minvte* of tb* 
13th; they were adopted nem. rfin. i 

He read afterwards a letter of the 3d. inst.from 
M. Belluomioi, Mioister of their Imperial and Set 
rene Highnesses the Prince and PrinoeM of Lucca 
and Piombinf), at the court of His Majesty the 
Emperor of the French and king of Italy, in which 
that Minister informed the President, that, fmA 
the new maxims adopted by his goTemment, ere^ 
ry indiridual, Mlowing the religion of MosM^ 
voold be at liberty to settle md, ac^nim lamtM 
■ I 3 
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Vcqaainted the President that His ExceUeiugr 
wi^ed to know the names of the dtpartpivpti 
ffhicb had refiued to pay their d^nitief, aad that 
)» would suspend his jodgment till tfaen. 

A member proposed that th* President should 
name a Conuiission which would collect rU tbt 
jutcessary documents to fulfil the intentionf pf flit 
ExceUeocy the Minister fpr the Interior- 

Another presented a plan of a general tmem^ 
jnept for the payment of the dipntict. The ««p 
sembly spontaneously maniiestdd its nowiUin^ 
Bess to ibnn a geoenl asteanueut, which wopkl 
itwlude in one mass all the Iwaelites o{ Jraoct 
and i»f \taXj. Severn members took this Me«r 
non to declare that they #«« perfectly satiefiod 
with the departments which had sent (hem, and 
demanded that those deputies who iiad claims tp 
make, should acquaint the Piendent with it, .dtat 
Jie might acquaint Uis ExceUency the Ministfirinr 
the Intoior therewith. This propanu^n vae 
adopted. 

The President road Bfi«rward8 U> the »attmb^ 
the auswer he bad pirpared le the addnw of th«r 
brethrfai At FiBnki»t«tt Hie Maine; itwafpsA^ 
lews: 

"Gentlemen, 
" I have conunwuoBtcd ti»e letter you iBd na 
!* tiwhwwrrf ^Tfitiw tB wf I sn tiM f*f f H i s£ bat 
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" The career of estdiem aod of consideratioii it 
"openfivus; let tu enter ifwith a bold itpp; let 
" us divest oiinelTefl of the rust of prgudicCN. — - 
^' Thus shall we conquer the pcqudices of othtn. 
. " Among the follower^ of our religion we haro 
** too many merchants and bankers, and too fewj 
" land'Ownets and artificers ; above all, too few 
" husbandmen and soldiers. 

" We must all wish that sovereigns woilld adopt 
" legislative measures to direct jour exertions to 
" these tno professions. 

" You share, no doubt. Gentlemen, our <qnnion 
*' on this subject; the good sense which pervades 
" jrouraddress is a sure pledge of jour sentimenta, 
" as it entitles jou to the profound esteem of every 
'* member of this assemblj, and in particular to 
" that of 

" FURTADO. 

" .PrtuJatt." 

llus letter was applauded and a|^roved imani- 
mously. On the proposition of a member, the 
assemblj resolved that it should be inserte<l in the 
minutes. The President quitted the chair at three 
o'clock. 



Biaaig of tks 5tk of Ftttumyy ISVt* 

^fhta tto iMdfaig: <if the misBtes i^i the lart sit« 
Ikltg wtt Madndtd M. Angdor wkcd kare tQ 
ff^Mk^ aad read tbe £dk>Mriag diseouiM, Md the 
fdiui ^.irr^to whidi £dlow» it. 

''G«ntlMiM» 

'^Tkedtejr of tbe^fMHriiig of th#GABJLt SAinm- 
^ DRIM approaches; that day will not be one ci 
^ liMM latmotaUe ia the hii^mj of that hero, at 
^ trh<M ordeM yoa wem hei% assembled. 

^Tbeidiaof aGaEAT SAirsaiAiM could beeon- 
^ eeited iuAy by the Great Namieon. He ha« 
^ seta in the oew fiMrmation of* this Senatei so cele- 
^' brated in andquity, the means of removing our 
^ own prejudices and those which the world may 
^^ have entertained, or still entertains, against us. 

*^ This philanthropic conception is truly worthy 
^ ef that man, who cannot be said to belong ex- 
M clushrely to any class of men^ to any religion, or 
^ to any nation; of that sublime genius who » a 
^ gift of l^rovidence to piaukind, and whose bene^ 
** volent influence must be felt by all men^ 

'* Deeply impressed with his wishes and with 
*^ your duties, Gentkmen, yon will, no doubt, fulfil 
^ his expectations and those of your brethren. 
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■ " Israel iMk been pcnecated&tDUnj'eentdVtei; 
" for nuuy centaries be has been bdd in a ctateof 
"humiliation and abasement; you must amtnus 
>* sufficient courage to probe the causes of his de- 
" plorablesituatioD; and, in going back to the moat' 
" ancient times, yvn mart not be deterredfiom in- 
" quiring into the motires which have indnced na*- 
" tions to hate, to despite, and to persecute a peo-' 
" pie, whose orig^ is lost in the obscuri^ of ceu' 
" tunes, and whose laws have beenafidthfiil source 
" of inibrmation to all its persecutors. 

" Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans hare tflltakan 
" many things from the law of Moses; modem 
" nations have made it the basis of their religion; 
" and yet all these difierent people have auccessive- 
' ly and equally hated, despised, and persecuted 
" the Israelites. 

" From wh«ice can proceed this almost unani- 
"mous conceit of all nations against us? 

" Are we to seek the cause of it in our religion 
"or in ourselves? 

** But, from general ironsent, oar religion is f»n- 
'* sidered as of divine origin ; and, as to us, what* 
" ever may be said, weare not of a nature different 
** from that of other men. 

" Where, then, can we find th^ eiuseof such con- 
" stant, such deep-rooted aversion? 

T T 
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^ Dd^not we^ ftir if, GenHmieii, eitker ni rour 
^ origiB^ nor in roorlaivsy nop in your mannvrs. 



a. 






Your ori{>ia msoendm tatbe 6rst antiquity, yoa 
^ are tbe only pe<^le whd can traite its pedigfi?e 
** to the cmdle of maokvicl ; yoar lan^ bear liie 
^ stamp. of tbe justice of that great (^ to vbmn 
^ you are indebted ftr them, aiid your private 
^^ virtues, even after «'.uiny centuries of safierings 
^ and uiii»tbrtunes, attest the purity of yoormanner^ 
"^ It is, then, neither to your origin, to your Uiirs, 
*' nor to your manoers, that yon must attribute this 
^^comnibn hatred of nations against you ; it must 
^ be attributed first, to^ the ignorance of the first 
centuries; to jealousy, that vice of all times; and 
to the too uatunJ force of prejodiees on men in 
^ general. 

*^ ') o be convinced of this truth, it is enough 
*^ rapidly to recur to tbe most remarkable mwi of 
*^ our history, and to examine your own situation^ 
^ in respect to the natiom among which you have 
•* lived. 

*' You see, first, that Abrriiam has been the first 
to proclaim the existence and the unity of a God 
who create^ all things by his sole will/ 
*^ Some years aftem ards, Joseph, iborth des- 
" oeodant of Abraham, became, by his talents, the 
'' arbiter of Egypt and of tbe neighbouiingcoun- 
" tries. 
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** Tbit 9»Mi» ckffttiott of jMCfrfi ttiwr, in m 
" pobtioal pmit of new, bm considered as the nM>t 
*^ of that a«toaiiihiDg tetrcd wbioh lias liwted to 
*' our wKT} daj-s, and which has been coiutaatl/ 
" continued by the difiereWM of t<elig:imi. 

** Every CDC is acquaintad mih thfaWiprw ri O fl li 
" of Pharauli to Josbph, to the gntt alid tha Iram- 
" ed of his couit— C^ift vefiwittck « oav atvAi* w, 
"a MttA in wkom the ipirit tf Godrnf 

" Then turning to Joteph : 

" FonuMucU as Gad Math ^med M«e '*U tkingt, 
** there is tuuu soitiserui Und wim as Metturf. Tkcm 
" shait be ocer my houte ; ■and ateofdmff wmto thy 
** word shall alt my people he ruM^ only m the 
** throne teill I be greater 4itm rAoa." 

" These words, pronounced with great di;;tntf , 
** must ha\ « been keenly felt by all the omrtters 
** tti that prinoe. 

V FaUau all at once in tho opinion of sO pon-cr- 
*' Sm\ a atooarcb, obliged to bend btdbre a stran^ri 
** their stele sentiment muxt have been an unjust 
*' desire of reveagingtheiiMelvenfor somany hnmili- 
"atioDs; and as they could not wreak iheir re- 
" sentitient eu Joseph, it fell with tedoubled 
** violenoeon bis posterity. 

** '1 bus ignorance and jealousy were the fint 
*' caoMs of the peniecuti<m which the Inaelttes ex- 
" perienoodfrom the Eg;,tptian5. 
7T a 
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*^ Moses ddivered them from the yoke of these 
** oppressors, and coiiducted his people to the 
*^ frontieis of that land promised to Israel, hot 
** of which he was to possess himself by conquest. 

^^ It was there that God's elect, admonished 
^^ that his death was at hand, intrusted to Joshua 
^^ the ftte of the Hebrews. It was under the com- 
«« mand of that worthy successor of Moses, that 
^' Israel entered the land of Canaan. There he 
^* fixed his dwelling-; and the world beheld, for the 
'' first time, a rt^^ar code of civil, political, and 

reUgioos laws put into practice ; it was there, 

too, that, after long vicissitudes, Israel acknow- 
^ lodged that a monarchical form of government 
'* was the only one which could suit a nation com- 
"^^ posed at the same time of husbandmen, soldiers, 
^' and merchants. 

^' As, however, this conquest had been necessari- 
** ly attended with a vast effusion of blood, the 
«« vanquished, driven from their country,: mutt 

hare naturally hated a people who abominated 

idolatry, and who had conquered their oountiy 

by force of arms. 

^^ Nevertheless, Solomon, third King of Israel, 
^^ by his wisdom succeeded in procuring peace irom 
*^ his external enemies, and iu inspiring his subpects 
^ with the love of sciences, arts, and conimesoe. 

** The description of the temple, raised by tliat 
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'«< greit kiiif to the true God, tad tfcedfltaSsqTPtlto 
*' magnifioent dacoratioiiB which adonied it, are « 
many proofr that SokMnon had already carried 
commerce, arts, and sciences to a very high 
** pitch, such as probably no nation had yet at* 
^* tained. 

'* 1 he people of Israel, dins become, by its civili- 
^' zAtion,thecentreofintercoorse between the east* 
^* em and the western world, soon arrived to that 
^' decree of splendour, the natural consequence of 
such an ad^'antageons situation. The wish of des« 
potimj; it, which jealous neighbouiing nations 
must have continually chenshed, was evidently 
the second canse of that active animosity which 
^' incessantly broke out in repeated hostilities, and 
*^ which lasted to that epocha of horrid memofy 
*^ when the Holy City fell under the arms of the 
*^ Romans. 

* ^^ Prom that period Israel ceased to be a nation; 
** it is now only, a particular race of men, scattered 
** over the whole world. 

^^ It may be belie\'ed that Providence wished 
** to punish this people, led astray from the ways 
^ of the Lord by the pride oi pro^ierity; but 
** at least his intention was not to destroy it utterly. 
** Had it been collecte<l on a single point of the 
^^obe, it would luive been annihilated at once; 
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■* oraclM, in aovrimfen, in aagnn, in anipiees 
" love the Jewi who bad Oftpoard them with nore 
" ofaitiniiny^ than aoj other nation, who abhorred 
"idolati^'jand woiahipped oolj raae God^ Creator 
"oftbeuoivene. 

" It is, then, no difficult matter to acconot ftr 
" th« hatred of those nations ag^nst the Jewi. 
'* All,«quaHT attached to their idols, to their gods, 
" to thnr demigods, in short, to all the sapenti- 
" tions of the blindest ignorance, mn^t have de^ 
" tested, hated, and-persecQtedthe Jews, the avow- 
" ed enemies of all these saperstitions. Bat what 
" is really ioooneeivable, is to see that the Chris- 
** lians, who have the t«me ori^n with us, the 
" Christians, our Mlow-sntlerers under Nero, Vos- 
" pariaa, Tita«, Domitian, Adrian, and sereral 
** otheia, eoald, contrary to theirdDty,hnre inherit- 
** ed, ftoin those irreligious nations, that batredand 
** that contempt which we at first shared together. 
"It is really diflienit to find the solation of that 
** problem. 

** This conduct is the more incomprebenrible, a* 
" the most celebrated Christian moralists harefcr- 
** bidden peraecntion, p r o fca wi d tirferatioa, and 
** preached Chtiittian cbaftt}'. 

•« St. Athonasias (book i.) nyi, 

" It k an abominable itgnvf t«^ mUam^fmtmumf 
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^ ^fi^f€^ ^ Ubw, bjf impmammaU, Aom whom, 
^ tmuon has not beem ahU ioconvinve. 

^' Nothing U moro etmirary to reUgum than con- 
^ stramt^ says Justiii Martyr (book v). • . 

^^ iS/ia// we persecute those whom God tohtates? 
^ says St. Augnstine. 
'^ Lactantiiis (book iii.) says, on this sobyect. 
Compulsory retigion is no longer religion: we mmsi* 
persuade^ not constrain. Religion is above the 
reach of power. 

Advise, says St* Bernard, but do not compeL. * 
^' Since, therefore. Christian morality teaches* 
*^ every one the love of his neighboor and of his' 
** brother, the causes of the vexations and of the 
'^ persecutions which ire have so frequently expe- 
rienced must be sought for in ignorance and in* 
reterate prejudice. This is so true, that those 
*' sublime virtues of justice and humanity hare 
*^ been frequ^tly put into practice by Christiana 
^' truly learned, and especially by worthy minis* 
*^ ten of that pure morality which calms the e& 
^ fonrescence <^ passion and instils the love of rir- 
*^ tue ihtio the mind. 

^Mt is in conformity to these sacred principles 
^ of raomlity that, at different times, Komanpon- 
^ tiffs have protected and received into their do- 
^minioos the Jews, persecuted and driven from 
parts of Europe, and that clergymen, oi 
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** ererjtMQHtrjr, lav««An] nised dieir wriix in fheir 
'* defence in several states in that partof tiiewoild. 
** Tovrards the middle of the wventh century, 
*' St. Gregory defended ^e Jews, and protected 
** them in the Christiui worid, 

** In the tenth century, the bisbepti of Spain re. 
" sisted, with the greatest enei^, the violence of 
** afnriouB«idtitudef benton thnr destrnctton. 

■' The pontiff Alexander II. wrote to those hi. 
** shops a letter full of oongratulations on their be* 
" havioDT on that occamtM. 

*■ In the derentb century, the Jews, then very 

** numerous in the diacessea of Uzes and of Cler- 

** nont, were powerfoUy pratected by the bishops. 

** St. Beniaid d^ended diem in the twelfth cen- 

'*- tnry from the rage of the Crusaders. 

" They were protected likewise by Innocent II. 
'* md Alexander III. 

" In the thirteenth cetitnyy, Gf^ory IX. sheU 
** teT«d th«m in France, in England, and in Spain, 
*' from the imminent danger wfaiclf threatened 
** them ; he forbad, under pain q£ excommnnicar 
<* tion, to furcc their coi]&ciences,or to disturb theit 
*' religioas ceremonies. 

" Clement V. went farther; he not only pro- 
" tected them, but also affi>rded them the means 
" of instruction. 

*' Clement VI. gave them an asylom in Avigv 
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*' other instaneet of chuity, manifested, at dif- 
*' ferent times, towards the J^ws, by clei^3^en, 
" fullj impressed with a seifse of their duties as 
** men and as ministers of their religion. 

** An exalted sense of humanity could alone, in 
*' the early dark ages of ignorance and barba 
" nsm, inspire a courage sufficient to protect UO' 
'* fortunate men, left defenceless at the mercy of 
" direful hypocrisy and ferocious superstition. 

" Those virtuoun men could evpect, from their 
" philanthropic courage, no other reward than 
'^ the grateful heartfelt satisfhction which deeds of 
" charity excite in unpolluted hearts. 

" The people of Israel, always unfortunate, al- 
" ways oppressed, had neither the means nor the 
'* opportunity of expressing its gratitude for so 
" many favours; itwould have been the more gra- 
" tifying to us to hare acquitted our hearts of that 
" debt, as we were thus indebted to men perfect- 
" ly dininterested, and therefore doubly praise' 
*' worthy. 

" This great and happy circumstance, for 
'* which we are indebted to our august and ira- 
*' mortal Emperor, is the most proper as it is the 
** most glorious for us, to manifettt, to the philan- 
** thropic of every country, and especially to the 
" clergy, our gratitude to them and to their pre- 
" dccessors. 

LC3 
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^* Let uft hasten, then, Gentlenien, to mnal Mir^ 
«' selves of this memorable circumstaace, te shew 
^^ them that gratitude they have a right to eaqptct 
<^ from us. Let this hall resound with gratefid ac^ 
«« clamations. Let us return them oor solemn and 
^^ nncere thanks for the favours they have success 
^^ sively heaped on the generations which havepre* 
^^ ceded us. 

^' Let us prove to the universe that we have for* 
** gotten our past misfortunes, and that the remem- 
*' brance of £ivours only is engraved on our hearts. 
^ Let us hope that the clergy, our cotemporaries, 
^^ will, by their influence over their flocks, instil 
<« those mild sentiments of fraternity which na- 
^^ ture has placed in the heart of every man, and 
^^ which is inculated still more forcibly by the 
" tendency of eyery religion. 

*^ The prej udices of the world have already bee» 
^^ lessened by the progress of instruction : its in** 
^^ creasing influence will complete their extirpa* 
^^ pation. lliose dark ages, the shame of hnma<- 
*^ nity, are happily for removed from us. Let us 
^' hope that they never will return : let us indulge 
*^ in the pleasing expectation that the princi[des of 

justice, of humanitjr, and of public moraUty, 

first adopted in France, will also find their way 
^' into the other countries of Europe. 

^^ Israel will be indebted to our august Emperor 
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"fin-diBtereuiiatioiKtf ksmifibrttmes; ftwabim 

" mankiod will receive tfa«t lesaon of frateraal 
" charify which forms Ae buis of every religioB 
*' and of every lociety. 

" I have the honour to propose, GentlemeD, the 
" foUowii^^ molutioa iar youc deliberation—— 



" T%e Hebrew deptOUa tf tht Frtneh empirt and of 
** the kingdoiH ofltafy t» tke Jneiah aatembiy eon- 
" vetted by the decree of the 30M of May, deeply 
" impretted with gratitudefar the manifold favoun 
" conferrtd on the Jsraelitei, m former centuries, 
" by the Christian clergy in various parts of Eu- 
" rope; no less grateful for the kind reception gi- 
" ven by several pontiffs and many ot/ier clergy- 
" men at various epochas to the Israelites of all 
" countries, when barbarism, ignorance, and prC' 
"judice, leagued together, chased the Jews from 
'* the botom of society ; 

'* Resolve, 
" That the expression of these sentiments shall 
*^ be registered in the minutes of the proceeding* 
" of this day, to remain for evier a lasting moon* 
** mem of the gratitude of the Israelites whocom- 
" pose this assembly, for the iavours recesved by 
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«*the generatioii^ which preceded them £mn cler- 
^ gymen of various.parts of Euit^. 

*^ ke&olve, al&o, th-n a copy of these minutes 
<^ shall be srnt to His Excellency the Minister of 
« PubUc W orship." 

The assembly applauded the discourse of M. 
Avigdor : it was inserted in the minutes, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The resolutions were also adopted. 

The President quitlad the chair. 
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